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Inside: Two great new series — MTBs and the Czarist 
Air Force, plus Bassingbourn, Biggin and Thruxton reports 



Modelling the Fiat G 91 T and Jumbo Sherman 





Humbrol introduce 

THE FIVE STAGES OF MODELLING' 


Five exciting balsa kits designed to take 
the new modeller step by step through 
the basics of balsa modelling 
realms of 1100mm 
A1 tow-line glider construction. 
Each Kit progressively furthers the modeller's skills and 
contains all the necessary plans, materials and assembly 
instructions. What's more each gives full details on 
trimming and flying the finished model. 


[H Ladybird 


A 250 mm span chuck glider, the first steps in 
handling, gluing and sanding balsa parts, 
minimal construction and a great little flyer. 


A 500 mm span rubber powered model. 
Extends the modeller's skill into basic wing 
construction, covering and treating the wing to 
fly his model within a few hours. 


A 700 mm span scalish tow line glider. 

Extends the modeller's skill in construction and 
develops his ability to build a semi box-type 
fuselage and a taper wing. 


Hornet 


A 760mm span duration rubber powered 
model. Challenges the skills of the developing 
modeller, and extends his ability to get the 
most out of rubber powered flight. 


IE Dragonfly 


A 1100mm span A1 tow line glider. Completes 
the new enthusiast's skills bringing together 
the techniques so far developed and adding a 
new dimension to his hobby. 


Available from mode! shops and good toy 
shops. 


Getihe mostoutofrnodellfrjg-Flyfhmbfo/ 


MARFLEET • HULL • ENGLAND 


awpiBiiiwi 



PSST! Don’t forget your Humbrol disposable 
hobby knife. Available from your model shop NOW! 
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Top One of the Mitchell bombers in the UK 
for filming, as described inside by Steve 
Richards (Steve Richards). Centre Typical 
Fiat G 91T colour scheme to accompany 
Bryan Philpott’s conversion article inside 
(Martin Holbrook). Bottom Philip Meeson’s 
diminutive Pitts Special in the red and 
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1 racing car. Philip’s stunning aerobatic 
performance at Bassingbourn (see inside) 
was one of the highlights of the show 
(Michael Gilliat). 

British Army uniforms. Our apologies for 
the loss of this popular feature this month 
due to circumstances beyond our control. 
Bryan Fosten will be back next month, 
however. 
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professional 
double-action 
airbrush 
for the 
discerning 
modeller. 

Made and backed by DeVilbiss-the 
world’s leading manufacturer of / 

professional airbrushes. / ^ 

Distributed by Revell - the world’s iMiiri 

largest manufacturer of model kits. hA mr- / 
and Ripmax Limited. n 7 m ’: 

Together, a guarantee of A mi 

service and dependability. '"/ / m'J 





TITAN MANUFACTURING 

WOODFALL, FOULSHAM, EAST DEREHAM, 
NORFOLK, ENGLAND 

SHOWCASES 

thermoformed in lightweight, crystal-clear plastic 


Stocked by all the best model shops 


MAIL ORDER ONLY 


I.P.M.Sr^Y0U 


THERE’S MORE TO IPMS THAN YOU THINK, 
AND YOU COULD BE MISSING OUT ON THE 
BENEFITS MANY THOUSANDS OF WORLDWIDE 
MEMBERS ENJOY. 1978 UK SUBSCRIPTION 
(INCLUDING MAGAZINE) ONLY £3. 

Send S.A.E. NOW for details to : U^' 

Membership Secretary (AM). tPl” V 

International Plastic Modellers Society. woU ' 

16 Maria Theresa Close. VO^ ^ 

New Malden. /’'L ^ 

Surrey KT3 5EF 


AIRCAM/AIRWAR 




1 :72 SCALE 
FIGURES 




/ J M. / ^ Twin-action retractable 
/ ' m!!! / needle gives infinitely-variable 

I'' j spray Control and completely 

Gravity feed ensures dependable 
paint delivery with any type of 
paint -synthetic, enamels, cellulose 
and Inks. Easy-clean bowl 

^ Standard equipment includes 
variable-pressure control valve 
^ (for propellant can use) and reinforced 
hose -suitable for either 
T. mini- compressors or cans. 

^ * Professional design and 
O ^ construction. Compare the Sprite’ 
g ® with other designs before you buy 

M Quality speaks for itself. 

^ 'Tet still not expensive -for 
under £35 you can own this superb 
airbrush, so see and handle the 
Spnte’ before you make upyourmind 
-It’s better quality and better value! 
Distributed throughout the U.K. by 
Revell (GB) Limited and Ripmax Limited. 




The AIRCAM/AIRWAR series of books from Osprey Publica- 
tions are written and illustrated by leading military aviation 
specialists and build into a connected history of the world's 
major combat air forces. These new 1:72 scale figures are 
designed from the Illustrations of the air and groundcrews 
in the books. Sculpted for the better aircraft modeller, they 
give an extra dimension of reality. At 45p per pack of three 
from the more successful model shops or by direct mail order 
from us. In white metal, the first series comprises RAF 1940 
(Air 1), USAAF Bomber Crewmen (Air 2), Spanish Civil War 
(Air 3) and Luftwaffe (Air 4). Unconditionally guaranteed. 


Rothbury, Northumberland, U.K. 
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11a NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS NN16 8JH Telephone 85998 




AiRMODEL 
1/72 Vac-formed 


Otaki 


Me 109G 6 

£1.50 

Spitfire Mk 8 

£1.50 

Fw 190A 

£1.50 

Helcat F6F 3 

£2.15 

P47D Thunderbolt 

£2.15 

Raiden Jack' 

£2.15 

Kl 44 Tojo' 

£2.15 

K5Y1 Willow' 

£2.15 

Ki 100 Goshiki' 

£2.15 

P40E Warhawk 

£2.15 

Ki 84 'Frank' 

£2.15 

Nichimo 


Fuji FA 200 

£1.35 

Cessna Seaplane 

£1.35 

Cessna Skyhawk 

£1.35 

AMT 


Lockheed Vega 

£1.50 

Beechcraft Stagger Wing 

£1.50 

S. Reliant SR 9 

£1.50 

V. F4U 1 Corsair 

£1.50 

H Tomnpct ^ 

Cl 

n. 1 dlipcM D 

X. 1 .9U 

Vega Winnie Mae 

£1.50 

Mig 15 Fagot 

£1.50 

P 36A Hawk 

£1.50 

OH 4 

£2.30 

JU 88A-4 

£2.30 

Meteor Mk i 

£2.30 

ESCI 


HS 123 (A1-B2) 

£2.30 

HS 129 (B1-B2-B3) 

£2.30 

Tornado MRCA 

£2.60 

Mirage FI C 

£2.30 

Tamiya 


HS Harrier 

£3.30 

Ki 84 1A Frank' 

£2.65 

Zero A6M2 21 

£2.40 

F2 A2 Buffalo 

£2.65 

Lancaster B1/B3 

£13.60 

Dambuster/G.SIam 

£13.60 

GO F16 

£3.30 

Fairchild A 10A 

£7.40 

Monogram 


Mitchell B25H 

£4.75 

Shooting Star 

£2.35 

Fairchilo A10 

£2.35 

Fortress B17G 

£7.95 

Liberator B24J 

£7.95 

Huey Chopper UH IB 

£7.95 

S. Fortress B29 

£9.45 

Eagle FI 5 

£2.35 

Mosquito 

£2.35 

Lightning P38L 

£2.35 

00 335 

£2.35 


46p each— Post Paid UK— 1/72 

Curtiss P40E 

FW 190A 

Me Bfl09E 

Sopwitti Camel 

Fokker DR 1 triplane 

Thunderbolt P47D 

Airacobra P39 

Spad XI 11 

Nieuport 28 

Fokker DV1 1 

P51 Mustang 

Sopwith Triplane 

Me262A 

Spitfire 

Tempest 

Hurricane 

66p each— Post Paid UK— 1/72 

Heinkel 162 

FW152 

Nakaiima Rufe 

Cl. 35 each— Post Paid UK— 1/72 

Heinkel 115 

Arado 234 Blitz 

£5.50 aach— Post Paid UK 

Boeing 747 with space Shuttle 

£2.25 each— Post Paid UK— 1/48 

Startighter 

Mig 21 

£3.25 each— Post Paid UK— 1/48 
FI 5 Eagle 
F4E Phantom 

I A FORMAPLANE I 
1/72 Vac-formad I 


4A 

Mistel 

65p 

30 

FW 56 Stosser 

65p 

33 

B57B Canberra Conv 

80p 

35 

HFB 320 Hansajet 

55p 

108 

Meteor NF14/T7 Conv 

r 95p 

110 

Lightning T4/T5 Conv 

80p 

114 

OH Devon Conv 

40p 

126 

Go 229 

£1.60 

127 

Vampire Conv 

£1.25 

139 

FI IF 1 Tiger 

£2.00 

153 

H21 Workhorse 

£1.00 

145 

Gannet AEW 3 Conv 

£1.25 

159 

Valetta Conv 

£2.30 

160 

SBC/A Helldiver 

£1.25 

166 

FR 1 Fireball 

£1.35 

184 

F 89 Scorpion 

£2.60 

192 

Cl 40 Jetstar 

£3.25 

197 

CH 53 Sea Stallion 

£2.60 

198 

F2/H2 Banshee 

£1.60 

200 

Fw TR 154 Moskita 

£2.55 

211 

Cl 24 Globemaster 

£9.75 

216 

UH 2A Seasprite 

£1.65 

224 

XP 47H Conv 

80p 

226 

He 114A 

£Z55 

235 

Ju 288 

£3.25 

236 

Me 264 

£5.75 

245 

Ba 349 B Natter 

£1.10 

250 

Me 262 VI 

£1.10 

254 

Stratoliner C75 

£3.40 

270 

XF85 Goblin 

65p 

278 

Bui 31 Jungman 

£1.20 

292 

XA2D 1 Skyshark 

£1.90 

305 

Catalina Conv 

£1.35 

317 

B&V Ha 139 

£4.85 

323 

LTV RF 8G Crusader 

£2.15 

329 

Bv 40 Glider Fighter 

65p 

333 

FI 5 Reporter Conv 

90p 

337 

Fokker G1 

£2.55 

346 

Jak-7 ^ 7U 

£2.00 

351 

Fokker VFW 614 

£3.35 

362 

Fw F19A Ente 

£2.50 


Send large stamped envelope tor 
full Vac-form List. 


A NEW 

from AIRMODEL 

50 

1/48 GO 229 V3 

£2.50 

480 

1/48 XP47 H Conv 



(Basic P470) 

£2.15 

87 

1/48 Ju 188 E FConv 



(Basic AMT 

Ju 88A) 

£1.90 

81 

1/72 Do 215 Conv 



(Basic Do 17Z) 

£1.15 

80 

1/72 Siebel SI 204A 



Conv 

(Basic KP SI 2040) 

95p 

19 

1/35 KFZ 385 Conv 


(Basic Opel Blitz) 

£1.10 

20 

1/35 KFZ 17 Conv 



(Basic Horch) 

£1.10 

45 

1/^ Omnibus Conv 



(Basic Opel Blitz) 

£1.65 

46 

1/35 15 cm N W 



Skfz 4/1 
(Basic Opel 



Maultier) 

£2.40 


CONTRAIL 

“1 

1/72 Vac-formod | 


Cessna Bobcat 

£2.50 

Mil 24 Hind 

£2.50 

HS Nimrod 

£5.20 

Fairey Seafox 

£2.00 

F 167 Fiesler 

£2.00 

Send SAE for full list 



Manchester Conversion 

90p 

York Conversion 

90p 

Vernon Conversion 

90p 

Westland Welkin 

£1.00 

F. Hendon 

£1.80 

HP Harrow 

£1.70 

HP Heyford 

£1.70 

Avro Lincoln 

£2.00 

Ju 290 

£2.35 

Ju 390 

£2.65 

BAC TSR 2 

£1.70 

B Beverley 

£3.30 

NA XB70 Valkyrie 

£4.10 

Avro Tudor 

£2.00 

TU 126 Moss 

£6.00 

Miles Marathon 

£135 

TU 20 Bear 

£630 

S Scimitar 

£1.30 

MYA 4 (201) Bison 

£5.40 

Fairey 3F 

£2.60 

Fairey Gordon 

£1.50 

V Vildebeest 

£1.70 

V Valiant 

£4.75 


£1.00 each 

1 1 1 Chasseurs De Chars 

112 Misson 0 Assault 

113 Panzer Grenadiers 

114 Appui Feu 

115 Group Mortier 81 

116 Group Tabor 

117 German Paras 

118 WaftenSS 

119 Gp Combat 2nd (OB) 1 

130 Gp Combat 2nd (OB) 2 

131 Oil Drums. Wire and Tools 

132 Rifles M/c Guns and Helmets 
135 Frogmen Figures 

143 Machine Gun Troops 

144 Saharian Company 
1/72 Aircraft — 85p aach 
Fiesler Fi 156 

Corsair F4U1 
ME1D9K 
Zero A6 M5 
Fw 1901 
Bloch 15? 

Curtiss 75A 
Moraine 225 
Polikarpov 1.153 
Airacobra 
Hellcat 
Alpha Jet 

Send SAE for full list 
Special P&P as Esci 


NOVO 

1/72 AIRCRAFT 


H. Typhoon 

25p 

Thunderbolt 

25p 

Comet Racer 

25p 

M. Magister 

25p 

M. Saulnier 

25p 

Kitty hawk 

25p 

P. Proctor 

25p 

G. Whittle 

25p 

Spitfire 1A 

25p 

Lavochin LA7 

33p 

F. Gannet 

33p 

B. Skua 

33p 

Spirit of St Louis 

40p 

W. Wallace 

40p 

A. Oxford 

40p 

Bristol 138 

40p 

Attacker 

40p 

F. Delta 

40p 


FROG 1/72 AIRCRAFT 


Lavochin LA7 
Lysander 1/3 
Hunter FGA9 
Maryland 167 
Lynz H/copter 
Mustang 51 A 
Hurricane 11c 
Tempest 5 
Me 410 
Ju 87G Stuka 
Vengeance 
Corsair 4F 
Mosquito 4/5 
Me 410 
Beaufighter 
JU88A 

BAC Lightning 


I * AIRFRAME 

'W 1/72 Vac-formed 

Prices include Postage UK 
Fairey Long Range Mono £3.40 

Pterodactyl V £1.60 

S. Dove & Swallow Conv. £1.05 

Heston Napier £1.60 

Fleet Fort Cl .60 

Moraine Saulnier £1.50 

Fokker 08 £1.50 

BellXP77 £1.50 

Baka Bomb 90p 

Phoenix 01 El .50 

Send stamped envelope for full 
vac-form list 


ESCI 

1/72 Armour 


1 PzKpfw 3 M 

2 SdKfz 251/1 

3 PzKpfw 2 F 

4 105 mm Wespe 

5 Sturmeschutz 3G 

6 Elefant 

7 3T Opel Blitz 

8 Kingtiger 

9 Jagdpanther 

10 381 Marder 3 

11 381 Hetzer 

12 Jagdpanzer 4 

13 150 mm Hummel 

14 Jagdtiger 

15 3 Ton SdKfz 11 

16 US Marine Corps 

17 Red Guards 

18 Afiika Korps 

19 Eighth Army 

20 Pak 35/36-Pak 40 etc. 

21 PzKpfw 3 M/N 

22 SdKfz 251/1 R/L 

23 PzKpfw 4 H 

24 PzKpfw 1 B 

25 35T Skoda 

26 Panther A 

27 SdKfz 250/3 

28 US M4A1 Sherman 

29 155 mm GMC Ml 2 

30 Ansaldo M13-40 

31 75 mm SP Howitzer 75/18 

32 T34/76 1942 

33 G. Soldiers - S/Unit 

34 Red Devils 

35 Opel Blitz Ambulance 

36 Matilda Mk 2 

37 KV 1 Type C 

38 US Scout Car M3A1 

39 US %T (4 X 4) W. Carrier 

40 US 37 mm GMC M6 

41 Kl. Pz. Bef. Wg. SdKfz 265 

42 Br. Gun Tractor Quad 

43 Mk 4 Churchill 3 

44 SP 25 pdr Mk 1 Bishop 

45 25 Pdr & Crew 

46 SPPakU43Pz1B 

47 T34/76 1943 

48 SdKfz 250/9 

49 Mk 4 Churchill AMRCR 

50 Valentine Mk 3 

51 SdKfz 250/10 

52 Opel Blitz/AA Rak 38 

53 SdKfz 251/10 

54 SdKfz 11 /Pak 40 

55 SdKfz 251/16 

56 P/jaeger 4 SdKfz 162 F 

57 PzKpfw 4 G 

60 Accessories F.C.Eq. 
alto £3.80 oach 
2/1 Arnhem Ops Market' 

2/2 Moscow Ops ’Taitun' 

2/3 El Alamein The Desert Battle 
2/4 Anzk) Allies Landing 
2/5 Sialy Ops Husky' 

2/6 Ardennes The Last Victory 
2/7 Tobruk Africa Gate 
2/8 Cassino Green Devils Hill 
1/35 Armour — 75p tach 
5/1 Smoke Unit & Crew 
5/2 Red Devils 
5/3 Assault Eng. & Goliath 
5/4 Green Devils 
5/5 German Rest Area 
5/6 Storm Tps/Flame Thrower 
5/9 Partisans with Weapons 
5/11 G. Artillery/Howitzer Ml 8 
and 

5/7 Ger. H/T Demag 07 £2.35 

Special Post & Packing (UK) 
for above 

1 kit 30p 

2 to 4 kits 45p 

5 kits and over 55p 

Send SAE for full list 


NITTO 
1/76 AFVs 


65p each 

1 Panther G 

2 Tiger 1 

3 Jagdpanther 

4 German 105 mm Gun 

7 Kubelwagen/Jeep 

8 Schwimmwagen/Jeep 

18 Pzkpfwl 

19 Pzkpfw? 


We welcome payment by Barclaycard. Access 
or Giro A/C No 00456 2054 


99p each— Post Paid UK— 1/35 
Panzer Art Figs. 

Afrika Korps 
Panzer Tank Figs. 

Soviet Art Figs. 

British Tank Troops 
US Paratroops 

£1.35 each— Post Paid— 1/72 

Henchel 126 

1/35 

PAK 40 

ZJS 3M42 

Kubetwagen 

Schwimmwagen 

BWM & Sidecar 

Zundapp & Sidecar 

£1 .95 each- Post Paid UK— 1/72 

Junkers 188 

Horsa Glider 

JU 86E2 

He 11 H6 

Dornier 217 

1/35 

PzKpfw IB 
Willeys Jeep 

£2.50 each— Post Paid UK— 1/72 

Ju 52 Ski-plane 

1/35 

Jagdpanzer 38T 
Marder 3 
PzKpfw 38t 
Fiat Ansaldo 
Opel Blitz 
Horch Kfz 15 
Crusader 3 
Opel Maultier 

£3.25— Post Paid UK— 1/35 
Panzer 4 FI 

£3.45— Post Paid UK— 1/35 
Panzer 4 (H) 

Sturmgeschutz 4 
Sherman M4A1 
£3.55— Post Paid UK— 1/35 
Leopard A4 

£4.50— Post Paid UK— 1/35 

Tiger Elefant 

Katyusha 

★ CROWN 

1/144 Aircraft 

Fw 190g-1 30p each 

SB2C 1 Helldiver 

P510 Mustang 

P40 N Warhawk 

P63A King Cobra 

Hurricane Mk 2C 

TBF 1 Avenger 

P38J Lightning 

P47D Thunderbolt 

Me 11X 

Tempest Mk 5 

Spitfire Mk 5 

Mitchell B25 J/H 60p each 

He 111 H6 

Ju 88A4 

Viggen JA37 

Phantom F4E/J 

Mig 23 

F111C 

FI 5 Eagle 

FI 4 A Tomcat 

£1.10 each 
B24 Liberator J 
Fortress B17G 

Postal Charges (UK) 

Orders up to £1 30p 

Over £1 up to £2 45p 

Over £2 up to £3 50p 

Over £3 up to £4 60p 

Over £4 up to £5 70p 

Over £5 up to £6 80p 

Over £6 up to £15 90p 

Over £15 post free 
Goods are offered at prices 
ruling at date of delivery and 
subject to availability. Prices 
include 8% VAT where 
applicable. We regret that we 
cannot answer general 
enquiries unless accom- 
panied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. 
OVERSEAS: Please add 30% 
(Minimum 90p) to cover P&P 
Surface Mail. Any balance 
credited or send Postal Reply 
Coupon for Proforma Invoice 
of goods required. 
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F-4 Phantom 

Modern Combat Aircraft Series: 1 

Bill Gunston 

The first title in the Modern Combat Aircraft series. A 
highly successful volume which includes colour and 
black & white photographs, cutaway drawings and 
performance data. 

9%'' X 7" 1 1 2 pp illus. text 8pp colour €3.95 



General Dynamics F-1 1 1 

Modern Combat Aircraft Series: 2 

Bill Gunston 

In format with F-4 Phantom, this study of the F-1 1 1 . 
a project that seemed doomed to disaster in its early 
days, details the development, testing and 
operational performance of this aircraft which has 
emerged through combat experience in Vietnam as a 
most effective military aircraft. 

9 V 4 " X 7" 1 12pp illus. text in d. colour £4.25 

Available through leading booksellers, 
or direct by POST FREE MAIL ORDER from: 


IAN ALLAN 


Terminal House Shepperton TW17 8AS 


NEW — 

PORSCHE 936 

Cat. No. 6002 

Retail Price 

£ 5.75 

Send coupon below, for particulars of 
your AIRFIX MOTORACE SETS, 
ACCESSORIES and all SLOT CAR 
RACING EQUIPMENT 


Please send 15p for catalogue and price lists to MRRC Ltd., 

29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Dorset 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


SCOTLAND’S LEADING MODEL SPECIALISTS 

247 ARGYLE STREET, GLASGOW G2 SDN 041-248 6686 


FROG 


BF 110G 

60p 

Hunter 

50p 

Lynx 

60p 

Thunderbolt 

50p 

ME BF 109F 

45p 

AIRFIX 


A300B Airbus 

£1.65 

Halifax 

£1.30 

Liberator 

£1.30 

Junkers JU52 

£1.33 

BAC Canberra 

£1.30 

Superfreighter 

£1.30 

Dornier 21 7J-1 

£1 .00 

Short Skyvan 

£1 .00 

M.R.C.A. 

£1.00 

Savoia Marchetti 

£1 .00 

Marauder 

£1.00 

REVELL / ITALAERE 

1 

JU188 

£1.70 

DO 217K1 

£1.70 

REVELL 


1 /32 Stuka 

£2.00 

1/48 F.4E Phantom II 

£2.63 

1/48 MIG 21 

£2.60 


CREDIT CARO 


Bu> h with .Acoesb 


Our mall ordar Dapt. will 
be plaased to offar this sarvica 


REVELL 

X-KE Jaguar £2.25 

BRE/Datsun 2407 £2.25 

Porsche 914/6 £2.25 

Datsun 240/7 £2.25 

ESCI AFV 1/72 Scale 45p 

8003 Pz.KPFW il Ausf F 
8007 Opel Blitz 3 ton 

8023 Pz.KPFW IV Ausf G 

8024 Pz. KPFWI Ausf. B 
8033 Smoke Unit 

8035 OdsI Blitz Ambulance 

8036 Matilda Tank 
8042 Quad Gun Tractor 
8045 25 pdr Field Gun 
8050 Mk III Valentine 

REVELL 

SAAB J.35 Draken 75p 

JU88 75p 

ME BF110G-4/G-2 75p 

N.A. Bronco 75p 

DO 335 A-6/A-1 7 Arrow 75p 

TRADING TERMS 

Cash with order. Standard handling 
charge 40p. Post free over £10 (U.K. 
only). This advertisement is valid until 
the next issue of this magazine, or 
when stocks are exhausted. Queries 
answered only if accompanied by 
S.A.E. No acknowledgement will be 
sent. Please quote alternative if 
possible. Qverseas please add 40% 
postage. 


L.S. 1/1 Scale Gun Kits 
)1 Derringer £2.15 

)2 Colt Pocket Model £2.15 

)3 Walther Model 9 £2.1 5 

)1 Luger P.08 £3.50 

)2 Luger Artillery £3.50 

)3 Walther P.38 £3.50 

)4 P.38 Secret Agent £3.50 

)5 SErW Combat Magnum 

6" £3.50 

)6 S&W Combat Magnum 

3^" £3.50 

)01 Colt Govt. 45 £4.35 

)02 Co!t Commander £4.35 

)03 Colt Army 45 £4.35 

)04 Coll Frontier £4.35 

>01 Mauser Machine 

Pistol £6.50 

>01 Mauser/Shoulder 

Stock £10.95 


REVELL 1/28 


Ruckenbackers SPAD XIII 

Von Richthofens Fokker 

£2.00 

Triplane 

£2.00 

Roy Brown's Sopwith Camel 

£2.00 

REVELL 


Chinese Junk 

£2.00 

1/32 M3 Lee 

£2.00 

1 /35 1 55 Howitzer 

£2.00 




AMT Truck Kits 1/25 Scale 


511 Kenworth Conven Less 10% 

Alaskan Hauler £6.70 

551 Peterbill Cabover 

'Budweiser' £6.70 

552 Fruehauf Trailer 

'Budweiser' £6.70 

553 Mack Cruise Liner 

Schlitz' £6.70 

554 Fruehauf Trailer 

'Schlitz* £6.70 

555 White Freight Liner 

Cabover 'Pabst' £6.70 

556 Fruehauf Trailer 

'Pabst' £6.70 

558 G.M.C. Astro 95 Cabover 

'Miller' £6.70 

559 Fruehauf Trailer 

'Miller' £6.70 

501 Peterbilt 359 

'California Hauler' £6.70 

507 Fruehauf Reefer £6.70 

508 Lowboy Trailer £6.70 

514 'Mayflower' Moving 

Van £6.70 

5201 North American Van Lines 

Moving Van £6.70 

520 Kenworth K123 

Cabover £6.70 

Post 30p 

CROWN 1/144 Scale 
F4 Phantom 50p 

MiG 23 Flogger 50p 

F1 4 Tomcat 50p 

FI 5 Eagle 50p 

Saab Viggen 45p 

FI 11c 45p 
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SKYTREX LTD 


OUR MAIL ORDER BOOK SER- 
VICE IS SECOND TO NONE. WE 
STOCK IN LARGE QUANTITIES 
AND SELL ONLY BOOKS WE 
HAVE READ AND CAN PERSON- 
ALLY RECOMMEND. THERE ARE 
MANY OTHER TITLES ON OUR 
FULL LISTS INCLUDING THE 
OSPREY 'MEN AT ARMS' SERIES. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


AIRFIX GUIDES— Good value hardcover books 

written by acknowledged experts 
in each subject - Highly 
recommended 
£1.60 each 


Model Soldiers 
Plastic Modelling 
Aircraft Modelling 
Military Modelling 
Warship Modelling 
Modelling Jet Fighters 
Modelling WW2 Fighters 
Modelling Armoured Cars 
Tank & AFV Modelling 
Modelling RAF Vehicles 
8th Army in the Desert 
Afrika Korps 

The French Foreign Legion 


German Tanks of WW2 
American Tanks of WW2 
British Tanks of WW2 
Russian Tanks of WW2 


Ancient Wargaming 
English Civil War 
Wargaming 

Napoleonic Wargaming 
American Civil War 
Wargaming 

World War 2 Wargaming 


AIR WARFARE BOOKS 

Our range of books has been extended to include titles we feel may be of use to wargamers and 
collectors using our 1 /300 Scale Aircraft. 

AIRFIX GUIDES £1.60 each 
German Fighters of WW2 

R.A.F. Fighters of World War 2 Aircraft of WWI (Allen) £2.50 

American Fighters of World War 2 Aircraft of WW2 (Allen) £2.70 

Luftwaffe Camouflage of World War 2 Soviet Aircraft of Today (AErA) £4.95 

R.A.F. Camouflage of World War 2 
U.S.A.A.F. Camouflage of World War 2 


J 39 ASHBY ROAD 
LOUGHBOROUGH 
LEICESTERSHIRE 

Barclaycard & Access Welcome 


NAVAL BOOKS 


LAND WARFARE BOOKS 


Sea Battle games (Argus) 

£1.50 

German Tanks ofWW2 (hardback) 

£5.25 

Naval Wargames (D&C) 

£3.95 

German Armoured Cars WW2 


British Warships WWII (Allen) 

£4.95 

(hardback) 

£3.95 

German Warships WWII (Allen) . . 

£2.50 

German Artillery WW2 (hardback) 

£7.95 

Italian Warships WWII (Allen) 

£3.25 

German Halftracks WW2 (hardback) 

£2.95 

French Warships WWII (Allen) 

£2.95 

German Military Transport WW2 


U.S. Warships WWII (Allen) 

£4.50 

(hardback) 

£6.50 

Japanese Warships WWII (Allen) 

£4.25 

Tanks 8 Armoured Fighting Vehicles 


Austro-Hungarian Warships of WWI 

£3.95 

1900-1945 (hardback) 

£9.95 

French Warships of WWI 

£3.75 

Panzer Colours 

£4.95 

Carrier Ops. WWII (R.N.) 

£3.95 

Armour Camoflage and Markings 


Carrier Ops. WWII .(U.S.N.) 

£3.75 

N. Africa 

£3.50 

Warships of the imp. Japanese 


Handbook of British Army 1943 

£4.50 

Navy 1869-1945 

£12.95 

Panzer ! The Armoured Force of the 


U.S. Battleships of WWII 

£10.00 

Third Reich (hardback) 

£4.95 

British Battleships of WWII 

£19.95 

Modern Military Vehicles of the 


Battleships 8 Battlecruisers 


World (hardback) 

£3.95 

1905-1970 

£10.00 

Modern Military Transport of the 


Soviet Warships WWII 

£7.95 

World 

£2.95 

German Warships WWII 

£5.95 

Modern Artillery of the World 

£2.95 

Allied Escorts of WWII 

£15.00 



Jane's Fighting Ships 1919 

£12.60 

TRADE ENQUIRIES 


Jane's Fighting Ships 1944-5 

£15.75 

WELCOME 


The U-Boat Hunters 

£4.95 

FULL RANGE OF 1/300 MICROTANKS 

The E-Boat Threat 

£4.95 

1/200 AIRCRAFT, 1/300 SHIPS 


Battleships of WWI 

£6.95 

1/200 TANKS and 'N' GAUGE ROAD 

Atlas of Naval Warfare 

£10.95 

VEHICLES 


Warship Modelling 

£1.60 



U-Boats in Action 

Naval Warfare under Oars 4th-16th 

£2.25 

TANK BATTLES IN MINIATURE 


Century 

£9.20 

1 Western desert (hardback) 

£3.95 

U.S.N. Camouflage 

£1.35 

2 Russian campaign (hardback) 

£3.95 

Guide to the Soviet Navy (Modern) 

£12.95 

3 Tank Battles Western Front 


Battle History of Imperial 


(hardback) 

£3.95 

Japanese Navy 1941-45 

£13.95 

4 Mediterranean Campaign 
(hardback) 

£3.95 



WARSHIP 


Air Wargames in Miniature 


Quarterly good quality magazine with stiff 

(hardback) 

£4.95 

covers. Articles centre on WWII but other 
oeriods also covered. 

Napoleon's Campaigns in Miniature 

Issues 1-6 available now, £2.00 each 

1 A Wargamers Guide to the Napoleonic 

Issue? (available Sept.) 


Wars 1796-1815 (hardback) 

£4.95 


Telephone Orders & Enquiries 
Loughborough 213789 

There are thousands of items for most types of 
wargames on our current lists. Please send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

POSTAGE & PACKING 

UK, BFPO: 10% of order value 
(minimum lOp) 

OVERSEAS COUNTRIES: 

30% of order value (minimum 50p) 

E.E.C. COUNTRIES: 

10% OT order value (minimum 20p) 
Goods will be despatched by the 
fastest means possible within the 
cash allowed. 


OUR 1978 LISTS ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE 
PLEASE SEND A STAMPED 
SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE 
PLUS A 15p POSTAL ORDER 


Wargames 
Research 
Group Rules 

This company produces the most widely 
used rules in Britain. As their trade distribu- 
tors we can vouch for this and also for the 
careful research and testing each set of rules 
undergoes before printing. 

3000 B.C. to A.D. 1 250 £1 .30 

Renaissance Rules 1490-1660 £1.30 

1685-1845 Rules Napoleonic £1.30 

1925-50 Armour & Infantry Rules £1.30 
1950-75 Armour & Infantry Rules £1.30 
Greek Naval Warfare Rules 85p 

Army Lists for the Ancient Rules 70p 

Army Lists for the Renaissance Rules 95p 

The Research Group are also famed for their 
well detailed uniform and equipment guides. 

Armies & Enemies of Ancient 

Egypt 8f Assyria £2.80 

Armies & Enemies of Ancient China £3.50 
Armies of the Greek & Persian Wars £2.80 
Armies of the Macedonian & Punic 

Wars £1 .80 

Armies & Enemies of Imperial Rome £2.80 
Armies of the Dark Ages £3.50 

Armies of Feudal Europe 1 066-1300 £3.85 

Armies of the Crusades £3.85 

Wargames Campaigns £1 .90 


AVERAGE DICE 
NORMAL DICE 
PERCENTAGE DICE 


25p per pair 
20p per pair 
40p per pair 


DAVE MILLWARD has a reputation for 
playable acceptably accurate rules. 

We present the first two of a series covering 
most major periods of history. 

Voltigeur - Napoleonic period £1 -05 

Musketeer - English Civil War 8- 

Renaissance £1 *05 
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See in the dark with JOY Luminous Paint. 
Ideal for use on skeletons, toys, models, 
novelties, light switches, door numbers, 
paper, cardboard, and materials etc. 

Light active but not radio active. Outfits contain Base 
Reflec ting Coat and Top Luminous Coat. Green shade only. % 

is a registered trade mark ot TURNBRIDGES LTD., LONDON. S.W.17. 
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Above Major attraction at Bassingbourn — 
the Euroworld B-17 Fortress. Originally 
serialled 44-83735, it was built in 1944 and 
entered USAAF service early the following 
year. From 1947 to 1952 it belonged to 
Transocean Air Lines in California before 
being acquired by the French Institut 
Geographique National and registered 
F-BDRS It was bought by Euroworld in 
1974 and is now based at Duxford. Below 
Red, white and blue Britten-Norman Tris- 
lander. Bottom Three bright yellow Har- 
vards from the Procurement Executive at 
Boscombe Down. These aircraft are used 
for air-to-air photography (Michael Gilliat). 


compiled by the editor 


displays were a little disappointing (US 
military participation being conspicuous by 
its absence). Fortunately the enthusiasm of 


Bassingbourn Anglo-American 
Air Festival 

THIS MUCH-PUBLICISED two-day festival 
(May 27 and 28) was organised by the 
International Air Tattoo and rounded off 
the Anglo-American Week, when veterans 
of the 91st (H) Bomb Group returned to 
their old hunting ground. And certainly the 
organisers couldn't have asked for better 
weather. The hot sun and clear blue skies 
brought people out In their thousands to 
Bassingbourn Barracks, the Depot of the 
Queen’s Division of Infantry. This venue 
was, of course, the natural choice for the 
festival, for not only was It the 91st Bomb 
Group's base during the war, but it is also 
exactly 40 years since it was first occupied 
by the RAF. 

The overall atmosphere was more like 
the much-lamented Burma Star Days at 
Waterbeach than, say. Biggin, Duxford or 
Greenham Common, with the programme 
seemingly angled towards ‘the interested 
layman’ more than the hard-core aviation 
enthusiast. 

With one or two exceptions, the static 
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the various military vehicle preservation 
societies (in particular the 39/45 MVG) 
ensured that this area was well represented. 
And Indeed the great gathering of Harvards 
was certainly a rare treat. Harvards from 
Great Britain, Holland and Sweden 
attended this meet to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the trainer’s service with the 
RAF. 

Most striking were the three Harvards 
from the Procurement Executive. Bos- 
combe Down, in their bright yellow 
schemes. Another example appeared in 
World War 2 Norwegian Air Force colours, 
while one arrived quite unexpectedly from 
France during the day sporting magnificent 
pre-war US Navy markings! Needless to say 
enthusiasts rushed forward with their 
cameras! 

The flying display started with a bang, 
with the sudden and surprising flypast by 
the recently acquired Douglas A-26 
Invader. It was a most refreshing sight to 
see this rare aircraft at a display and, as It is 
now based at Duxford, I hope it will be a 
regular attender at air shows. This was fol- 
lowed by an interesting display of ground 
attack co-operation by a Buccaneer from 
237 OCU Honington, linked with three 
Wessex HC 2s of No 72 Squadron filled 
with Infantry trainees from Bassingbourn. 

The Canadian Armed Forces CF-104 
Starfighters (The Tiger Romeos) from 439 
Tactical (Fighter) Squadron In Baden- 
Solingen, Germany, made their usual ear- 
shattering entrance and stunned the crowd 
with some very fast passes. It was a great 
shame the team was Incomplete, two air- 
craft having been left behind in Germany as 
they were unable to take-off because of the 
heavy flooding. One interesting point about 
these aircraft was that they sported the new 
grey/green camouflage scheme with sub- 
dued national markings. 

Other attractions were Philip Meeson’s 
breathtaking aerobatics In the tiny Marl- 
boro Pitts Special; the popular Hurricane 
and PR Spitfire from Coningsby; an 
immaculate performance by the RAF’s 
Parachute display team, the Falcons, who 
descended trailing coloured smoke In the 
clear blue sky to land bang on target, right 
In front of the massive crowd (one of the 
team’s best jumps In my opinion); a lovely 
flypast by the Canberra T4 from 231 OCU. 
Marham; a Flat G46 in World War 2 Italian 
Air Force markings; a delightful display 
from Shuttleworth’s Gloster Gladiator; a 
Sud Alouette III helicopter from the Royal 
Danish Naval Air Squadron, Vaerlose; a 
Saab Supporter from Station Flight Karup, 
Royal Danish Air Force; a Fokker S-11 
Instructor from the Dutch Historical Flight; 
and a neat performance by the Firefly and 
Sea Fury from Yeovilton. 

But really it was B-17 Flying Fortress 
from Duxford that was the star of the show. 
Cameras clicked and the crowd rose to its 
feet as the huge silver aircraft roared above 
the runway. However, It was a subdued 
display by the popular B-17, especially com- 
pared to Biggin Hill the week before, but it 
still created an immense amount of Interest 
among the US veterans. 

Not surprisingly the festival was more 
Anglo’ than ‘American’ and Indeed Ameri- 
can participation was rather meagre. The 
F-4, F-15, and F-5 all made appearances on 
Saturday (the fascinating Eagle’s visit was 

Continued on page 646 


Top The Harvard which created the most interest at Bassingbourn was this French- 
registered aircraft restored in pre-war US Navy colours of yellow and blue. Second Another 
welcome sight was this Dragon Rapide sporting BEA colours. On the far side of the nose is 
the legend BEA — 25 years. Channel Islands 1947-1972’. Colours are white and dark blue. 
Third Danish Alouette III from Vaerlose hoisting a man on board in front of the massive 
crowd. Below A lovely example of a DUKW from the 39/45 Military Vehicle Group display 
with dummy Browning machine-gun (Michael Gilllat). 
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IT SHOT THE EHEMY THROUGH A LEHS 


During World V\fer II, the German Army would 
have been blind without reconnaissance aircraft 
like the Henschel Hs 126. 

Designed for short-range work, it usually flew 
below 6500 ft, the observer shooting enemy 
positions either with a hand-held camera, or with 
a Zeiss camera mounted in the rear fuselage bay. 

When it came to reproducing the Hs 126, 
Airfix gained access to original documents 
captured in wartime, including the aircraft’s 
handbook. 

As a result, we’ve achieved remarkably 
intricate detailing of the cockpit, the engine vanes, 
and the instrument panel, in what is, after all, 
only a 1/72 scale model. 

The kit has 57 parts, including an optional 
undercarriage and bomb load, 2 crew and a 
3-bladed revolving propeller. Markings and 
painting instructions are provided for a 1940 
Hsl26A-loral942 B-1. 


Technical data: 

Max Speed; 221mph. 

Ceiling: 9840ft. 

Wingspan: 47ft 6in. 

Length: 35ft 7in. 


Armament: MG17 and MG15 machine guns. 

HENSCHEL Hs 126 1/72 scale 
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noticeably brief), and everyone in the press 
area missed the presence of an F-111. Not 
even the familar USAF Hercules made an 
appearance. What a pity the USAF couldn’t 
be better represented! 

Nevertheless it was a most enjoyable day 
out. The festival was extremely well 
organised with few gaps, and the display 
was rounded off with the usual superb (and 
now perhaps taken-for-granted) perfor- 
mance by the Red Arrows. Impeccable as 
ever with brilliantly synchronised formation 
flying, they included their usual routine, 
but added the ‘RAF Diamond Jubilee 




Break’ and a blistering flypast at the end. 
Just one of their 140 displays this year! A 
great time was had by all. 

Michael Gilliat 

Biggin Hill Air Fair 

THE BIGGIN HILL International Air Fair has 
for some years been an established feature 
at the start of the summer air display 
calendar, and it has been said was in need 
of some rejuvenation. This the organisers 
achieved in mid-May when a most pleasant 
event was mounted with the main object of 
raising money for the new Battle of Britain 
Museum now being erected at Hendon. 

Apart from a welcome visit by a RNZAF 
Hercules, the static park consisted mostly 
of vintage and wartime aircraft, together 
with many elderly vehicles. In addition to 
the usual Items from the RAF and Royal 
Navy, one could see Proctors, Prentices, 
Tiger Moths and Austers in military mark- 
ings, together with a Stinson, three Har- 
vards, a Beech 17 Staggerwing, a Vilma, 
and much more, whilst joy-flights could be 
Continued on page 648 

Top of page The de Havilland Canada 
DHC1 Chipmunk T10 from the Mosquito 
Aircraft Museum restored in the attractive 
livery of the Birmingham University Air 
Squadron (Michael Gilliat). Left and below 
Three views of the Euroworld A-26C 
Invader. Colour scheme is natural metal 
overall with dark green anti-dazzle panel, 
black serials and codes and yellow, edged 
black, fin band. The lettering crudely 
applied in yellow tape below the tailplanes 
is the US civil registration number. The 
vehicle on the left of the lower picture is a 
Dodge truck (Peter F. Gulver). 
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SHE CARRES MORE HANES IHAN 

MOSTARtPORTS 


Commissioned in 1955, the USS Forrestal was the 
first of America’s giant supercarriers. 

She carries some 90 aircraft, and can launch 4 
of them every 30 seconds from her 4-acre armoured 
flight deck. In 1978, this vast concentration of air power 
is joining the Mediterranean 6th Reet. 

If the new 1/600 scale Airfix model of this ship 
seems uncannily lifelike, there’s a simple reason. 

We managed to persuade the US authorities to 
give us the original shipyard plans of the USS Forrestal 
as she was equipped in 1957. 

And you can’t get more authentic than that. 

The Airfix kit makes a 21.5 inch model, composed 
of 195 highly detailed parts, including 21 aircraft for 
deck display. Also included are full instructions, 
markings for ship and aircraft and a stand. 


Technical data: 

Displacement: 
Max Speed: 

Right Deck: 
Range: 

Crew: 


60,000 tons (1955) 
33 knots. 

1,039 feet long. 

800 miles per day. 

5,000. V 


USS FORRESTAL lAIRFIXI 
1/600 scale 
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Top Future inmates of the new Battle of Britain Museum at Hendon will be this Bf 109E-3, 
Werk Nr 4101 and, beyond, an ex-Spanish Air Force CASA 352. The Bf 109 force-landed at 
Manston, Kent, in November 1940 and was then tested by the RAF with the serial DG200. It 
is now fitted with an engine from a Bf 110 and has been painted in the colours of 1 /JG 51. 
The Ju 52' bears crudely applied German markings: it was formerly serialled T2B-272 and 
had silver upper and pale blue lower surfaces (Peter F. Quiver). Right Last minute adjust- 
ments to the port engine of Mitchell ‘Gorgeous George Ann’. Below Brenda’s Boys’ on 
landing approach. Bottom Characteristically smoky start for ‘Marvellous Miriam’ (Steven G. 
Richards). 


obtained in a Dragon Rapide. From the 
Museum collection came a Bf 109 (Wk nr 
4101 ) and a Spanish-built Ju 52 which flew 
into Biggin just before the show. 

The flying display comprised a balance 
of civil and military, old and new. Modern 
military machines included a restrained 
display by a USAF Eagle, formation flypasts 
by four French AF Mirage FIs and four 
Canadian Starfighters of No 421 Squadron. 
It will be a sad day for modern military 
enthusiasts when these smoking, howling 
machines are phased out. 

The star item of the show was provided 


by Euroworld, of B-17 fame. This was an 
A-26 Invader, recently arrived in Britain 
after three years restoration in the USA. It Is 
planned to operate the A-26 alongside the 
B-17 around the air shows. Also at Biggin 
was a T-28 Trojan, one of a number of ex- 
Zaire AF machines which passed through 
Biggin recently en route to the USA. This 
is also to be restored by Euroworld for 
display purposes. Peter F. Guiver. 

B-25s over Gloucestershire 

DURING MID-MAY five North American B-25J 
Mitchells arrived at Luton, in order to be 



prepared for a film entitled ‘Hanover 
Square’. They emerged from Monarch’s 
hangar looking very authentic in olive drab 
and neutral grey camouflage, and suitably 
adorned with some fine artwork. 

The aircraft were then involved In the 
filming of static shots at the old airfield of 
Bovingdon. 

On May 30 they arrived at Little Risslng- 
ton, the base chosen for the action 
sequences. Little Rissington has been 
closed as an airfield for two years now, and 
the army are currently in residence. There- 
fore it was necessary to use nearby Staver- 




ton as a refuelling base. 

Filming from the Gloucestershire base 
started 6 am on Thursday, June 1. This 
consisted of the aircraft making touch and 
goes from both directions, formation fly- 
ing, formation flying through simulated 
flak, circuits and landings. 

Photographer Steve Richards was pres- 
ent to record the event, which was an exo- 
tic treat even for the most hardened avia- 
tion enthusiasts. 

Aircraft involved 


US Reg 

Film 

serial 

Aircraft’s name 

N9115Z 

151645 

Marvellous Miriam’ 

N86427 

151724 

Brenda’s Boys’ 

N7681C 

151790 

‘Amazing Andrea’ 

N9455Z 

151863 

Big Bad Bonnie’ 

N9494Z 

151632 

Gorgeous George Ann 


Thruxton War Day 

DESPITE A heavy downpour in mid- 
afternoon the weather was a good deal 
kinder for this year’s MVCG show than last. 
A fine selection of World War 2 vehicles, as 
well as some post-war ones, were on show. 
Among the heavy wheeled entries Bedford 
QLs seemed to be the favourites with sev- 
eral command vehicles, a Drooper’ TCV, 
and an RAF petrol bowser. The Mack NM6 
and three DUKWs were also there but the 
Scammells and Albion we have seen at 
previous shows were missing. 

Jeeps, of course, there were in plenty, 
but not In such overwhelming numbers as 
has sometimes been the case In the past. In 
the light classes there were multiple entries 
of Humber heavy utilities, Bedford MWs, 
Dodge ambulances, and even NAAFI vans, 
but our favourite was a beautifully restored 
Morris CDSW 30 cwt breakdown truck of 
50th Division complete with a ‘Tilly’ on tow. 

In the light armour a White scout car and 
two Windsor carriers, one British and one 




Top Amazing Andrea’ belching smoke as the port engine is run up. Above Not a wartime 
shot . . . the five B-25s flying through simulated ‘flak’. Below Mitchell line-up with ‘Marvel- 
lous Miriam’ closest. Bottom ‘Brenda’s Boys’ taxiing (Steven G. Richards). 
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the Canadian Ford pattern, caught our eye. 
Dingoes were fewer than usual perhaps, 
and the solitary Universal that we saw was 
relegated to giving rides to children. There 
were also a couple of M3 half-tracks, one In 
a rather Improbable 7th Armoured Division 
colour scheme, and both a USMC Weasel 
and an amphibious jeep. 

The piece de resistance, however, was 
undoubtedly the heavy armour — In the 
form of P. Gray’s recently acquired M-10 



(surprising what you can still find in scrap- 
yards), which, although In fact a British 
Achilles 17 pdr, he is we understand con- 
verting to the US 3-Inch gun version. 

A notable absence, despite being listed 
on the programme, was Tony Oliver with 
his German vehicles. In consequence the 
third Reich was represented by a bogus 
armoured car and a Bedford 3-tonner 
painted in German colours, and a Kubel- 
wagen as far as we could see, although 
there were numerous figures about in 
German uniforms of varying degrees of 
authenticity waiting to take part In a mock 
battle at the end of the day which we were 
unable to stay for 

It is encouraging to see the number of 
new’ vehicles which still keep turning up at 
rallies of this sort, and the efforts of those 
who find and restore them are most 
praiseworthy; one cannot help feeling, 
however, that it is a pity that In some cases 
the finished product fails to be as authentic 
as it could be due to poor research on 
markings or efforts to convert rather than 
restore vehicles. John Sandars 


Top and centre left Two views of P. Gray's 


M10 with the cut-down gun trained aft. 



Although actually a British Achilles, this 
tank destroyer has been repainted in US 
colours. Top right Windsor Carrier Mk I 
belonging to R. Venners. This elongated 
version is far less common than the Univer- 
sal Carrier. Bottom left P. Busby’s beauti- 
fully restored Morris 30 cwt 6x4 CDSW 
light breakdown truck complete with Hill- 
man Utility ‘on tow'. Below Interior of White 
Scout Car entered by R. Halsall (John 
Sandars). 
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MAIL ORDER. Prices stated are accurate when 
going to press. Goods are offered subject to 
availability. We do our utmost to despatch by 
return, however it may be necessary to put 
some items to ‘‘outstanding ’. 

Overseas Clients. Please send Two Interna- 
tional Reply Coupons for a quotation. 

VAT. All our prices are exclusive of VAT. 
Please add 8% to all orders including cost 
of P & P. Books are zero rated. 


ORDER OVBh Ths: 


IMPORTS 

WHOLESALE 


EXPORTS 

RETAILERS 


YOUR CREDIT CARDS 


w tn ■>$> 11^ 



Our Mail and Shop Dept will be pleased to offer 
this service to you. Just write or telephone, 
quote your card number and name and address 
and we will do the rest. 


BMW MODELS, 327/329 HAYDONS ROAD. WIMBLEDON, LONDON SW19 TELEX 928374 01-540 7333/4 


LETRASET DECALS 

M4 Luftwaffe Underwing and Fuselage Crosses 1939-45 
M5 Luftwaffe Underwing and Fuselage Crosses 1939-45 (Simplified 
design) 

M6 Luftwaffe Upper Wing Crosses 1939-45 

M7 Luftwaffe Upper Wing Crosses 1939-45 (Simplified design) 

M8 Luftwaffe Rank and Squadron Markings 1939-45. Kill Markings 
Squadron Insignia 

M9 Royal Air Force Upper Wing and Fuselage ‘B‘ type Roundels 
1923-47 

M10 Royal Air Force Fuselage 'C 1 type Rourxlels, *C’ type Roundels 
for Underwing arid Fin Flashes 1942-47 
Mil Royal Air Force ‘A‘ 1 type Roundels 1937-42, ‘A’ type Roundels 
1915-42 and Fin Flashes December 1940-42 
Ml 2 Royal Air Force Prototype Kill and ^uadron Markings 1939-45 
M13 Dark Red Royal Air Force Squadron Code Letters and Serial 
Markings 1939-45 

Ml 4 Red and Light Grey Royal Air Force Squadron Code Letters 
1939-45 

Ml 5 Sky type ‘S‘ Light Grey Royal Air Force Squadron Code Letters 
1939-45 

Ml 6 Black Royal Air Force Squadron Code Letters and Serial Mark- 
ings 1939-45 

Ml 7 Italian Air Force Uf^r and Lower Wing Fasces 1938-45 
Ml 8 Italian Air Force Squadriglia, Stormo and Gruppe Markings 
1938-43 

Ml 9 Italian Air Force Code Numbers Red. Black and White 1938-43 

M20 Luftwaffe Code Numbers and Letters. Red 1939-45 

M21 USAF Code Letters and Numbers. Black and White 1941-45 


Fiqhters Black 
M22 USAF National Insignia 

M23 USAF Markings for P-47. P-51 1/48 scale 1941-45 also P-38 
M24 USAF Markings for P-47. P-51. 1941-45 

M25 Composite Sheet. Luftwaffe UrxJerwing, Fuselage and Upper 
Wing Crosses 1939-45, 70 impressions 
M26 Luftwaffe Underwing and Fuselage Crosses 1939-45, Large size 
M27 Russian Air Force 1939-45 Red, Yellow and White Numerals 
M28 Russian Air Force 1939-45 Stars. Kill Markings and Guards Insig- 
nias 

M29 Luftwaffe 1939-45 Squadron Code Letters and Numbers, Yellow 
and Black 

M30 Luftwaffe 1939-45 Squadron Code Letters and Numbers. Yel- 
low and Black. 42 metre 

M32 Canadian Armed Forces Maple Leaf Roundels, two styles 
M33 Canadian Armed Forces Buzz Numbers and C.A.F. Letters 
M34 Canadian Armed Forces RCAF Lettering. Rescue Arrows. Ejec- 
tor Seat, Triangles etc. 

M35 US Air Force National Insignia (Navy) 

M36 Luftwaffe Night Fighter Markings 

M37 Luftwaffe Squadron Code Letters and Numbers. Green 

M38 Luftwaffe Staffel and Gruppe Markings 1939-45 

M39 Luftwaffe Squadron Code Letters and Stencil Markings 1939-45 

M40 Finnish Air Force Natior^al Insignia 

M41 Finnish Air Force Unit Insignia arxj Serial Numbers 

M42 Finnish Air Force Squadron Codes 

M43 Italian Co-Belligerent Air Force including: Fuselage Fasces. 

Roundels. Fin Flashes and Yellow Squares 
M44 Japanese Air Force Hinomaru Propeller Stripes. Data Plates, III 
Markings and Centre Line Markings 
M45 Japanese Air Force Hinomaru Warning Stripes and Stencil Mark- 
ings 

M46 Japanese Air Force Sentai and Carrier Markings (White) 

M47 Japanese Air Force Sentai and Carrier Markings (Black) 

M48 Squadron Scale Model Markings 

A1 SS Panzer Division Insignia 1/76, 1/48, 1/35 scales 

A2 German Armoured Division Unit Insignia 1/35 scale 

A3 (jierman Aroured Division Unit Insignia 1/48, 1/35 scale 

A4 German Armoured Division Unit Insignia 1/76. 1/35 scale 

1/72 scale except where marked Price 94p plus VAT 

WE ARE NOW A MAIN-AGENT 
FOR POLISTIL CARS 

NEW 


I BADGER SPRAYS AND AIRGUNS I 

250-1 

Basic Spray Gun Set 

£7.50 

250-4 

Mini Spray Gun Kit 

£8.60 

200-EX 

Airbrush Set 

£29.50 

200-3 

Airbrush Kit 

£30.80 

350-1 

Airbrush Set 

£18.75 

350-2 

Airbrush Set 

£24.90 

100-XF 

Ultra Fineline Airbrush 

£41.50 

100-IL 

Fineline Airbrush 

£41.50 

100-GXF 

Ultra Fineline Airbrush 

£40.00 

150-IL 

Poster Model Fineline Airbrush 

£45.00 

M.12 

12-oz. Mogramair Propellant 

90p 

M.20 

20-oz Mogramair Propellant 

£1.40 

M.180-E 

Compressor C/W 50-023 Adaptor £55.00 

50-023 

Va” Pipe Thread Fitting for above 

97p 

M6240 

Foot Switch 

£6.50 

50-001 

6' Air Hose 

£2.40 

50-011 

10’ Air Hose 

£2.90 

50-2011 

10' Braided Air Hose 

£6.10 

50-200 

Propellant On/Off Regulator 

£3.75 

50-200/B 

Propellant Regulator 

£3.30 

50-029 

Tyro Adaptor 

60p 


POSTAGE 

Minimum Charge 


GREEN STUFF 

The body-filler used by 

discerning model makers. 

Tubes 

. . 93p 

K.P. (Czechoslovakian) 

Kits 


Aero L-29 Dolfin 

£1.00 

Avia B.534 

£1.00 

Avia B.33/IL-10 

£1.00 

MiG-19 

£1.00 

Letov S-328 

£1.00 

Lavochkin LA-7 

£1.00 

MiG-17 

£1.00 

Avia B-35 

£1.00 

Po-2 Kukuruznik 

£1.00 

Aero Ca-3 

£1.50 

Av»a S.199 

£1.00 

Avia CS.199 

£1.00 

BEGINNERS’ 


SCALECRAFT 


“SNAP TOGETHER” 

KITS 


Spitfire 

£1.62 

Willys Jeep 

£1.62 

E-Type Jaguar 

£1.62 

Paddle Steamer 

£1.62 

Porsche Carrera 

£1.62 

Ford GT.40 

£1.62 

Panther B.R.M. 

£1.62 

Cessna Rying Doctor 

£1.62 

Minesweeper 

£2.08 

Me.109E 

£2.08 

Police Helicopter 

£2.08 

Saladin Armoured Car 

£2.08 

Westland Wessex 

£2.08 

Massey Ferguson 165 

£2.55 

Routemaster Bus 

£2.55 

IVi Ton Army Truck 

£2.55 

Chieftain Tank 

£2.55 

Police Range Rover 

£2.55 


FORMAPLANE^ 


HASTINGS 


1 

Noorduyn Norseman 

£ 1.60 

7 

Fiesler FI-167 

£ 1.84 

2 

Curtiss SCI Sea Hawk 

£ 1.60 

8 

British H.S. Nimrod 

£ 4.82 

3 

MiG-3 

£ 1.60 

9 

Seafox 

£ 1.84 

4 

IAR-80 

£ 1.60 

10 

Russian Mil 24 (Hind) 

£ 2.32 

5 

6 

Fairchild Argus/Forwarder 

IK-3 

£ 1.60 

£ 1.60 

11 

Handley Page Hastings 

£ 4.82 


WORLD TRADE ORDERS WELCOME 

FROM ALL RETAILERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 

AIRMODEL & RAREPLANES ALSO AVAILABLE 


MATCHBOX KITS ^ 

AIRCRAFT.1/72 scale:[__^^ 
PK-1 Hawker Fury 
PK-2 Spitfire Mk.lX 
PK-3 Boeing P12E 
PK-4 Mitsubishi Zero 
PK-5 Dormer Alpha Jet 
PK-6 Focke Wulf 190 
PK-7 Westland Lysander 
PK-8 Gloster Gladiator 
PK-9 Huey Cobra 
PK-10 Strikemaster 
PK-11 Hawker Hurricane 
PK-1 2 Northrop F5A 
PK-1 3 Mustang P51D 
PK-1 4 Corsair F4U-4 
PK-1 5 Hawker Siddeley Gnat 
PK-1 6 Hawker Harrier 
PK-1 7 Messerschmitt 109E 
PK-1 8 Grumman Hellcat 
PK-19 Mig21 

PK-20 Dassault Mirage me 
PK-21 Messerschmitt 262 
PK-22 Thunderbolt P47 
PK-23 Hawker Tempest 
PK-24 Brewster Buffalo 
PK-25 Armstrong Whitworth Siskin 
PK-26 Henschel 126 
PK-27 Hawker Siddeley Hawk 
PK-28 Lockheed Starfighter FI 04 
PK-29 Douglas Sky-Hawk 
PK-30 Percival Provost 
PK-31 Curtiss P40N/Tomahawk 
PK-32 F86A Sabre 
PK-1 01 Corsair A7D 
PK-1 02 Sepecat Jaguar 
PK-1 03 Bristol Beaufighter 
PK-1 04 Curtiss Helldiver 
PK-105 Supermarine Walrus 
PK-1 06 Buccaneer 
PK-1 07 Cornier Skyservant 
PK-1 08 Lynx Helicopter 
PK-1 09 Junkers 188 
PK-1 10 Hawker Siddeley 125/600 
PK-1 11 StukaJU87B 
PK-1 12 Fairey Swordfish 
PK-1 13 Messerschmitt 410 
PK-1 14 BAC Lightning 
PK-1 15 Messerschmitt BF110 
PK-1 16 De Havilland Mosquito 
PK-1 17 Hawker Hunter 
PK-1 18 Lockheed Lightning 
PK-1 19 SAAB Viggen 
PK-1 21 Fairchild A10A 
PK-401 Heinkel 115 £ 

PK-402 Wellington £ 

PK-403 Heinkel 111 £ 

PK-404 McDonnell Phantom F.4 £ 

PK-405 Mitchell B-25 £ 

1 .^ PK-406 Grumman Tomcat £ 

PK-501 Spitfire Mk.24 1/32 scale £ 

Pk-502 Messerschmitt ME 109 1/32 £ 
MILITARY KITS 1/76 scale: 

PK-71 Sherman Firefly Tank 
PK-72 Comet Tank 
PK-73 Panther Tank 
PK-74 Panzer III Tank 
PK-75 Humber Armoured Car Mk.ll 
PK-76 Puma Armoured Car 
PK-77 Wespe Self-Propelled Cannon 
PK-78 Ml 6 Half Track 
PK-79 Chaffee M24 Tank 
PK-80 Jag D Panther Tank 
PK-81 Panzer II Tank 
PK-82 Russian T34 Tank 
PK-83 Hannomag German Half Track 
PK-1 71 PAK 40 Personnel Carrier & 
Motor Cycle 1/35 scale 
PK-172 17-lb.Gun. Morris 4x4 

& Willy ‘s Jeep 1/35 scale 


EACH WEEK WE 
HANDLE A FAIR 
AMOUNT OF MAIL, 
35p SO PLEASE IF YOU 
60p HAVE A QUERY OR 
80p PROBLEM SEND A 
£1.00 SELF ADDRESSED 
£1.20 ENVELOPE TO HELP 
£1.30 US TO HELP YOU. 
Free THANK YOU. 


HUMBROL 
Airbrush Set 
complete canister 
of air 

£5.70 


PHOENIX 


‘Bygone Ago' 


METAL KITS 


Milk Roat 

£2.50 

Knife Grinder Cart 

£2.50 

Hot Chestnut Barrow 

£2.50 

Barrel Organ 

£3.24 

Costermonger's Barrow 

£3.06 

Chimney Sweep's Cart 

£3.06 

Stanho^ Gig 

£3.01 

Brougham 

£4.82 

Hansom Cab 

£3.70 

Royal Mail Coach 

£6.44 

Phaeton Carriage 

£4.35 

Delivery Van 

£4.91 

Fire Engine 

£4.35 

Carriage House (all types) 

£2.45 

Cart Horse and Plough Horse 

£3.38 

Tip Cart 

£4.58 

House Plough 

£1.90 

Drivers 


Cl. C2. C4 

£1.57 

C3 

£3.15 

LIMITED STOCK ONLY 

Buy now to avoid disappointment. 

AIRFIX 


Auster Antarctic 

37p 

WW1 Hannover 

37p 

Hawker Demon 

37p 

Avro 504K 

37p 

Republic Thunderbolt 

37p 

High Chaparral 

37p 

Astronauts 

37p 

Civilians 

37p 

Station accessories 

37p 

1902 De Dietrich 

51 p 

Discovery 

£2.77 

NOVO 


Dewoitine D520C 

23p 

Hawker Typhoon 

23p 

Supermarine S6B 

23p 

Republic Thunderbolt 

23p 

Cornet racer 

23p 

Miles Magister 

23p 

Morane Saulnier 406 

23p 

Percival Proctor 

23p 

Gloster Whittle Jet 

23p 

Supermarine Spitfire 1/5A 

23p 

Westland Lysander 

28p 

Fairey Barracuda 

28p 

Lavochkin 7 

28p 

Blackburn Skua 

28p 

Spirit of St. Louis 

33p 

VVestland Wallace 

33p 

Airspeed Oxford 

33p 

Bristol 138 

33p 

Vickers Vimy 

42p 

Southern Cross 

42p 

HMS Ashanti 

28p 

HMS Undine 

28p 

HMS Torquay 

28p 

HMS Hero 

28p 

HMS Exeter 

82p 
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KOHALNMTY ; 

COASTAL 


Part 1 in a new series from John Lambert engine, and the fuel tank The poor 

mechanic had a wooden seat below deck 

PART ONE of a new series, to bring the fired by a lever in the small cockpit. The level next to the bilge pump, where he 

model maker and warship buff authentic lever fired a cordite charge, and the tor- spent his time tending the engine. Trials 

scale drawings and details of the small pedo was launched stern-first from the carried out on the Thames established that 

ships as used by the Royal Navy during trough in which it lay, by a ram activated by 33V2 knots could be maintained with a full 

World War 2. the firing of the charge. The torpedo com- load of fuel (100 gallons) and the torpedo. 

All the drawings are re-drawn from offi- menced its run on entry Into the water, and The boats’ defensive armament consisted 

clal sources, and some additional arma- the boat then simply turned sharply to port of two .303-Inch Lewis guns, 

ment details are Included. Copies of the or starboard, allowing the torpedo a free Navigation was difficult, particularly off 

originals have been purchased from the run to its intended target. the enemy coastline, which was low and 

Draught Room at the National Maritime The small size of the craft imposed many flat. When the new craft, now to be called 
Museum, at Greenwich, or Vosper Thorny- restrictions. Weight was critical, and Coastal Motor Boats (CMBs) were dropped 

croft and various other establishments navigational aids simply comprised a chart from their parent cruiser, they had to make 

where armament details have been table and a compass fitted in front of the their way by dead reckoning, by compass, 

obtained. helmsman. The open cockpit was just large engine revolutions, and soundings with a 

Owing to the time required to complete enough for two officers, being situated lead and line, 

new drawings, the series will not be con- between the single Thornycroft V-12 250 The first operations were carried out 

tinuous, but additional subjects will be 

passed to the editor as they are completed. ^ 

Later items will include detailed drawings T®P Pa9e MTB 378 was an American-built Vosper armed with two 20 mm Oerlikon guns. 

and lines of the 72-foot-long Harbour Below MTB 356 under overhaul and being scrubbed down. Note that her mast has been 

Defence Motor Launch, which was built In removed (IWM). 
considerable numbers both here and 
abroad, and the famous Fairmile ‘D’, a 
combined MTB/MGB, as well as other sub- 
jects of interest. 

The story of Motor Torpedo Boats, as 
operated by the Royal Navy, dates back to 
World War 1 , when it was suggested that It 
was possible to use small high-speed 
motor boats to pass over the huge defen- 
sive German minefields and attack enemy 
ships on their own doorstep, with tor- 
pedoes. This idea resulted in the construc- 
tion of a number of 40-foot-long motor 
boats, armqd with a single 18-Inch torpedo, 
which was launched over the stern. The 
boat, powered by a single petrol engine, 
and capable of 30 knots, had a weight 
restriction of AVi tons so as to utilise the 
30-foot motor boat davits which were fitted 
to the light cruisers of the period. 

The company of J. I. Thornycroft con- 
structed 12 of the new boats in their boat- 
yard on Platt’s Eyot, on the Thames, during 
1915, in conditions of great secrecy. The 
first was launched on April 6 1916, being 
constructed of three skins of mahogany 
planking, on closely spaced ribs of Ameri- 
can elm. The single 18-Inch torpedo was 
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against German shipping lying in the 
Schillig Roads during October 1916, but 
were not a success due to fog. However, in 
March 1917, during operations off Ostend, 
the new German destroyer G.88 was sunk 
and other units damaged. 

Due to problems associated with their 
small size, and problems of seakeeping, an 
improved CMB was developed by the par- 
ent company. The length was increased to 
55 feet, and the torpedo armament 
doubled. This resulted in an improved 
performance and better seakeeping, and 
the type was therefore utilised for other 
purposes, such as minelaying, where its 
high escape speed was an advantage, and 
for anti-submarine duties, where it was 
rather uneconomical, and not suitable for 
long slow patrols. 

With peace in 1918, a few units were 
posted abroad to support our allies and 
occupation forces against the Bolsheviks. 
Operations were carried out against Bol- 
shevik heavy units and destroyers in the 
Baltic ports, with CMBs collecting intelli- 
gence and landing secret agents. 

The coastal motor boats were soon to 
pass out of service in the RN, with the 
depots closing down, and the resultant loss 
in commanding officers being trained in 
coastal operations and much needed 
improved technical developments being 
discontinued. The design of small fast war- 


MTB 48 — an early Vosper design built byJ. 
S. White at Cowes in 1940 — with a British 
power boat MGB in the foreground (IWM). 


ships was left to private industry, as with 
the financial restrictions imposed by the 
Government of the day, the cost of new 
developments would have been prohibi- 
tive, and it was considered that private 
industry could soon supply any new small 
defensive motor boats needed in time of 
war. Thornycroft, however, still supplied 
improved CMBs to a number of foreign 
nations. Other countries Improved on war- 
time designs, with new developments from 
their own shipyards. New power plants of 
improved reliability and power to weight 
ratio were developed, particularly by the 
Italians. 

Germany had not been Idle either. Their 
shipyards had built warships for other 
nations to keep abreast of modern 
developments. They had also much 
improved the diesel engine, and from 1932 
a new ‘Schnelboot’ (Motor Torpedo Boat) 
Flotilla was formed. Powered by three 
seven-cylinder MAN diesel engines, the 
‘S-boat’ continued to be modified and 
Improved right through to 1945, being 
superior to any other warship types for 
high-speed attacks in coastal waters. 

British naval staffs were totally indiffer- 
ent to the research, construction and train- 
ing which had been undertaken by the 
German navy during the 1920s and ’30s. 

In 1935, with signs of war clouds gather- 
ing over Europe, the Admiralty placed an 
order with the British Power Boat Company 
for six 50-foot Motor Torpedo Boats. These 
were to form a nucleus for training and 
development. They still retained two 
covered tubes, which were fired through 


flaps In the flat transoms. They also had a 
small upperworks and bridge and were a 
basis for better sea-going boats. These 
units formed the 1st MTB Flotilla, and were 
sent out to the Mediterranean. An addi- 
tional 12 boats were ordered in 1937, to 
form the 2nd Flotilla, to be based at Hong 
Kong, although half were sent to back up 
the numbers of the 1st Flotilla. 

Other private shipyards had designs to 
build small wooden ships, to implement the 
lack of numbers in time of war. Many had 
constructed fast racing boats, and had 
built up a useful practical knowledge of the 
very real problems involved. 

With all our coastal forces In the Far East 
or held down In the Mediterranean, due to 
the Abyssinian crisis, it was plain that addi- 
tional units would be required for the 
defence of our own coastline. 

A large contract was given to the well- 
known firm of Vospers. They had produced 
some first-class racing boats and fast 
launches for the Royal Navy. Their chief 
designer. Commander (E) Peter du Cane 
RN, was an engineer officer and pilot, and 
had a sound grounding in the engineering 
and design problems. The company had 
designed and built an experimental MTB in 
1938, and after considerable service trials, 
this was accepted Into the service as MTB 
102. It was superior In many respects to the 
earlier designs. 

From this poor and badly organised start, 
with no or very little operational experi- 
ence, and no planned organisation or ser- 
vice back-up, the few units available at the 

Continued on page 656 




ReveU^IimS^^ace SlnitUie 


NASA’sSpace Shuttle is the most important step in space 
exploration since Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon. 

The Shuttle 'Enterprise; named after the starship in TV’s 
‘Star Trek’, makes its maiden orbit this year. 

The Space Shuttle Orbiter is the world’s first re-usable 
spacecraft. After re-entry to the earth’s atmosphere it lands like 
a conventional aircraft, and within two weeks can be readied for 
another mission. 

It’s the biggest aerospace event of the year, and Revell have 
two brand-new kits to help you join in the experience. 

First, for a really stunning kit, you can buy the ’Enterprise’ 
Shuttle complete with NASA’s specially-modified 747 Jumbo Jet 
which will carry itand other orbiters, to the launch site. 


This impressive double kit includes close-up detail of both 
aircraft. There’s superb accuracy with the 747’s big J9 engines, 
optional position landing gear, modified tail section and all the 
struts which make piggyback-carrying possible. 

Then, the ’Enterprise’ itself, in finely moulded 1 :144 scale, 
which brings out all the technical intricacies of the 3 rocket 
engines, and gives you all the features of the optional boat-tail 
fairing and movable ’Beaver Tail’ flap. 

If it’s just the ’Enterprise’ Shuttle that excites your 
model-making instincts, you can opt for the 1 :144 scale kit on 
its own. 

Both Revell Space Shuttle kits will be in the shops soon. Why 
not look them over ? Surely the world’s first true spacecraft 
deserves a place in your collection. 


Another great stq? fbr 
model makers 


The world’s largest 
manufacturer of 
plastic model kits. 


t^evell 


Revell (GB) Limited, 

Cranborne Road, Potters Bar, 
Herts EN63JX. 

Telephone: 58261. 
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Detail of twin .5-inch Mark V powered mounting 


1 Training motor 

2 Elevating rams 

3 Ammunition box 

4 Sights 

5 Base sight 53V2 in diameter 

6 Door clip 

7 Sight operating rod 


8 Firing piston 

9 Guide rollers 

10 Trunnion 

11 Gunlayer’s seat 

12 Controls 

13 Gun elevating rod 



Detail of .5-inch Vickers machine-gun 

1 Loading and cocking lanyard 

2 Feed block 

3 Filling plug 

4 Water jacket 



5 Flash eliminator 

6 Steam escape plug 

7 Drain plug 

8 Position for securing bolts 


Twin .5-inch machine-gun power turrets 
and depth charges on three Vosper MTBs 
in the Mediterranean. Furthest is 
American-built MTB 281 (IWM). 

outbreak of the war were composed mainly 
of boats which had been ordered by 
foreign navies, and retained for our own 
use; a few, one-off, experimental designs; 
and a few new Improved MTBs just starting 
to come off the production line of a few 
builders and subcontractors. 

These small craft were commanded by 
RNVR officers and part-time sailors, and 
operational experience gradually built up 
as a result of lessons learned the hard way, 
bitter experience and mistakes. 

There were very many problems with the 


new boats, but within two years or so the 
Royal Navy built up a first-class and very 
potent fighting force. 

New improved designs were coming off 
the drawing board, with hulls capable of 
keeping to the sea, and fighting in worse 
sea conditions. Hulls were stronger, and 
better equipment, R/T and early radar sets, 
helped to locate enemy convoys. Defensive 
armament had Improved, and the powerful 
20 mm Oerllkon began to take the place of 
the lighter .5-inch machine-guns. Better 
and more reliable engines were made 
available from the USA and the fight was 
taken to the enemy whenever possible. 

Early Vosper boats were powered by the 
excellent Italian Isotta FraschinI petrol 
engines, but by June 1940, when Italy 
entered the war on the side of Germany, 
the source collapsed. Plans had been put 
in hand to build the engine under licence, 
but this never materialised, and as a result 
the Navy was forced to utilise less efficient 
power units, not designed for marine use, 
but converted to fit, with the resulting loss 
In reliability and speed. 

This problem was overcome with the 
supply of American-built Packard engines 
of 1,100 bhp, which began to arrive in use- 
ful numbers, under Lease Lend, by early 

1941. Until engines became standard, 
boats of the same flotilla had differing 
performances, and the maintenance prob- 
lems were immense. 

Our main subject for this Issue is the 
Vosper 72 foot 6 inch-long Motor Torpedo 
Boat, MTBs 347-362. This was a slightly 
updated design, being a re-order of a 1940 
Admiralty contract. These joined coastal 
forces from 1941 and the type formed the 
bulk of the early Vosper units constructed 
during the war. In all a total of 129 units 
based on this design were built, 66 in 
British yards and 63 in the USA under 
licence. 

They were constructed of double skin 
mahogany throughout. In earlier boats only 
two transom-slung rudders were fitted, but 
later units had a third rudder fitted aft, on 
the centre line, to improve the turning cir- 
cle, and earlier boats were modified during 
refits or maintenance periods. 

The drawing gives the layout of the last 
group, MTBs 347-362, 16 boats ordered in 

1942, and built at Vosper’s yard at Porches- 
ter. They displaced 44% tons, with a length 
overall of 72 feet 6 Inches, a beam of 1 9 feet 
3 inches, a draught of 2 feet 9 Inches for- 
ward and 5 feet 6 inches aft. 

They were powered by three Packard 
petrol engines of 1 ,400 hp, with an auxiliary 
Ford engine for generating electrical 


Vosper 72 foot 6 inch Motor Torpedo Boat data 

Dimensions; overall length 72 feet 6 Inches, beam 19 feet 3 inches, draught 2 feet 9 
Inches (forward), 5 feet 6 Inches aft 
Displacement: 44.75 tons 

Machinery: Three-shaft Packard petrol engines; bhp 4,050/3,600=39.14 knots 
Armament: Two .5-Inch machine-guns in power turret; four .303-inch (2 x 2) Vickers 
gas-operated guns; two 21 -inch torpedo tubes; two depth charges. (Later the .5- 
Inch mounting was replaced by a 20 mm Oerllkon mounting.) 

Complement: 12 

Fuel carried: 2,725 gallons 
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power. With the three Packards, driving 
three shafts, they had a maximum speed of 
38.94 knots at 2,400 rpm, and 35.9 knots at 
2,200 rpm (continuous). The fuel was 
stowed in three self-sealing tanks amid- 
ships. The centre tank held 1,025 gallons 
and the two wing tanks each contained 850 
gallons (at 95 per cent full). 

The original drawing that I used (No 
10307) drawn by Vosper, is dated July 15 
1943, and is the ‘As fitted’ general 
arrangement for the contract No C.P. 
35093/42. Her main offensive armament 
was the two 21 -inch torpedo tubes, whilst 
for defence she carried twin .5-inch Vickers 
machine-guns, mounted in a 
power-operated Mk V turret. The rate of fire 
of these belt-fed guns was approximately 
700 rounds per minute each, with a muzzle 
velocity of 2,520 fps. Additional firepower 
was supplied by two twin Vickers .303-Inch 
gas-operated machine-guns carried on 
pedestal mountings, inboard of the tor- 
pedo tubes. Boxes of hand grenades were 
carried to prevent boarding, as well as two 
depth charges, used on occasions for 
dropping in the path of enemy units. 

The upper deck firepower was much 
improved by the deletion of the twin .5-inch 
power turret, and its replacement with a 
single 20 mm Oerllkon mounting. Later it 
was found that with a little substitution of 
weights, a similar gun mounting could be 
fitted on the fo’c’s’le. 

The crew consisted of two officers and 
11 ratings, and frequently spare officers 
under training, or awaiting their own com- 
mands, came along for the ride. 

These later units had improved radio 
equipment, an echo sounder, radar, and 
chemical smoke-making apparatus. The 
wheelhouse and upper bridge were 
armoured. 

With the build-up and preparation for the 
Normandy landings, most of these craft 
were fitted to lay mines off the French, Bel- 
gian and Dutch coasts. 

Three of this later group became war los- 
ses. On the night of September 30/October 
1 1944, MTBs 351 , 360, 349, 347, and 350 of 
the 11th flotilla attacked a German convoy 
off Ijmuiden. The attack was beaten off by 
the strong naval escort, and MTBs 360 and 
347 were sunk by gunfire. 

MTB 356 was sunk by gunfire from Ger- 
man ships off the Dutch coast on October 
16 1943, whilst No 352 was lost in a colli- 
sion In the North Sea on March 26 1944. 

The drawing details the major MTB of the 
1941-1943 period. There were some detail 
changes in the design over the period of 
re-ordering of contracts, as better equip- 
ment came into service. The units based on 
this general design were Numbers 73-98, 
222-245, and 347-362. Those constructed 
to Vosper’s design In American yards 
under licence were numbers 275-306, 363- 
378 and 396-41 1 . 

The drawing of MTB 347 and her sisters, 
with additional details of the power- 
operated twin .5-Inch mounting, and the 
gun itself, are available on Sheet L/S/21 
from the David MacGregor plans service. 

Next month we shall examine in detail 
MTB 379, the prototype of a much- 
improved Vosper design of 1942, which 
came into service in 1944, and is the sub- 
ject of the excellent Airfix kit. Detailed 
Internal arrangements will also be 
included. □ 


Napoleonic 

wgames 

Figures 


The infantry 

THE MAIN obstacle in the way of an Airfix 
Napoleonic army for Britain Is the Belgic 
shako. This was not introduced until 1811 
and did not come into general service until 
late 1812: it is doubtful if it was used at all 
in the Peninsula — apart from newly 
arrived regiments. Light infantry and Rifles 
retained their stove-pipe shako until 1816: 
officers wore the bicorne until 1812. 

The trousers and grey spats on the 
Airfix figures were also officially sanc- 
tioned for active service in 1811, so by 
stretching the point about issue of new 
shakos it Is possible to have a plastic army 
for, say, 1811-14. It is also possible, though 
not really satisfactory, to trim the Waterloo 
shako Into a stove-pipe one by removing 
the side hackle and cutting down the front, 
leaving a new hackle front and centre. The 
only alternative Is metal figures, although 
there are a few units which can be made for 
pre-1811: 

Fusiliers 1802-11 The bearskin was worn 
by sergeants of Fusilier regiments (5th, 7th 
and 23rd Foot) and probably some of the 
men until circa 1811. The remainder of the 
uniform was as other line regiments — 
blue-grey overalls or white breeches and 
black gaiters; red jacket with collar, cuffs 
and shoulder straps in the facing colour, 
and white loops. Equipment comprised a 
black pack; medium blue water bottle with 
brown strap; white haversack; and grey 
overcoat. Officers’ jackets were scarlet 
with crimson sash. The 7th and 23rd had 
blue facings and gold officers’ lace; the 5th 
gosling green and silver lace. The bearskin 
was black with red cloth cap showing at the 
rear. Hackle and cords were white for gre- 
nadiers, green for light companies, with 


Part 3 — The British 

by Terry Wise 

white cords and white over red hackle for 
the other companies. Officers had gold and 
crimson cords, hackle as their men. 

Fusiliers are made from British Gre- 
nadier figures, as It Is unlikely there would 
be a combination of bearskin and overalls. 
Brunswick Infantry 1810-14 From 1810-12 
one battalion and three Jager companies of 
Brunswickers fought In Portugal and 
Spain. The battalion companies wore ail 
black with light blue facings and leg stripe; 
equipment as British except belts were 
black and pack fawn; shako with white 
skull and crossbones and black plume. The 
Jagers (Oels) wore a dark green coat with 
light blue facings and grey trousers (prob- 
ably piped light blue); remainder as battal- 
ion companies. Use British Infantry figures 
with shako heads. For officers use RHA 
gunner with match (place flag stave in this 
hand) with a shako head. North shows the 
Oels’ plume as little more than a pompom; 
a more elaborate plume can be made by 
inserting the top of a pin into the shako and 
glueing a little cotton wool to it. 

1st (Duke of York’s) Greek LI 1809-14 
Raised in 1809 for local defence of the 
Ionian Islands, this regiment had a highly 
individual uniform — red ‘bolero’ with 
green cuffs, yellow piping and green braid, 
worn over a white shirt; red cap, green 
pompom; white fustanella (or skirt) and 
breeches; red stockings with green cross 
garters; fawn boots; black belts. Officers 
had gold garters; black boots; white and 
gold turban; yellow vertical lace on bolero; 
pink cuffs and waist sash; crimson sash 
over right shoulder; crimson scabbard. The 
regiment can be made from Highlanders, 
the only conversion being the bonnet into a 
cap by trimming, and reducing the ridge 



British regiments in classic defensive position at Sorauren, 1813. 
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Above Highlanders r 
Right Wellington. 


between legs and stockings: the remainder 
of the transformation is by painting. 

The cavalry 

Heavy cavalry 1812-14 A black bicorne 
was worn until 1812 when a black helmet 
with brass fittings and comb was adopted 
for all regiments. Dragoon Guard helmets 
and those of dragoons had a black mane 
and frontal tuft; the Household Cavalry a 
black over red crest and white over red 
plume on the left side. 2nd Dragoons kept 
their black bearskin cap. 

The Royal Horse Guards wore a dark 
blue jacket with scarlet facings and gold 
lace; light blue overalls with two yellow 
stripes; buff sabretaches. Officers had a 
red and gold sash and red sabretache 
embroidered in gold. All other regiments 


\A/or© 3 r@o j3CK@x \a^ixm i3CG 3ncl Tscin^s 3S 
listed, and grey overalls with red stripe. 
Lace was worn in four broad strips down 
the coat front, the edge of cuffs, collars and 
shoulder straps. Facings and lace — 1st 
and 2nd Life Guards, 1st Dragoon Guards, 
and 1st, 2nd and 3rd Dragoons all had blue 
facings with gold lace; 2nd Dragoon 
Guards, black with silver lace; 3rd, white 
with gold lace; 4th, blue with silver lace; 
5th, green with gold lace; 6th, white with 
silver lace; 4th Dragoons, green with silver 
lace; 6th, yellow with silver lace. 

Use Cuirassier figures, removing boot 
tops to create overalls, remove cuirass 
detail, and add side plume where neces- 
sary with a piece of pin thickened with 
glue. For 2nd Dragoons use French Imper- 
ial Guard heads. 


Light dragoons From 1805-14 all regiments 
wore a dark blue coat with lace and facings 
as listed; white breeches with half boots; 
red sash; black Tarleton helmet with black 
crest and white side plume; shabraques 
dark blue, edged facing colour. Facings — 
8th and 16th, scarlet; 9th and 23rd, crim- 
son; 11th and 13th, buff; 12th and 19th, yel- 
low; 14th and 20th, orange; 17th and 22nd, 
white; 21st, black. 8th, 9th, 13th, 19th, 20th 
and 22nd gold lace, the others silver. 

The King's German Legion had three 
regiments of light dragoons (converted to 
hussars in 1813) dressed as British but the 
jacket lapels In the facing colour, piped 
white, and without lace — 1st, red; 2nd, 
white; 3rd, yellow. The plume was white 
over red. 

From 1811 light dragoons wore overalls. 


Below left 6 pdr battery with gunner conversions. Below right Brunswick battalion and jager companies from British Infantry figures. 
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the jacket lace was replaced by lapels in 
facing colour, and the helmet by a black 
shako. The overalls might be grey, blue- 
grey, dark brown or wine colour, with pip- 
ing in the facing colour or in yellow or 
white. All types of cavalry now carried a 
sabretache (most often black). 

The RHA mounted officer Is used until 
1811, with a French shako on RHA riders 
for 1811 onwards, braid removed. Use the 
Hussar horse. 

Hussars 1811-14 1811 also saw the official 
Introduction of hussars, the 7lh, 10th, 15th 
and 18th Light Dragoons being converted. 
Dolman, pelisse and overalls for the regi- 
ments were dark blue with white braid. The 
7th and 18th had white fur and facings; the 
10th and 15th black fur (10th grey until 
1814) and scarlet facings. Busbies were 
replaced by shakos in 1812/13. The 7th had 
a black shako; the 10th and 15th scarlet 
(from January 1813), the lOth’s with a white 
band round its top. The lOth's busby was 
brown (officers’ grey) with red bag; the 
18th’s black with light blue bag. Plumes 
were white over red. 

KGL hussars wore a blue pelisse and 
dolman with blue or grey overalls; facings 
and braid as listed for light dragoons. All 
three regiments wore brown busbies with 
red bags except the ORs of the 3rd, who 
had black shakos with a yellow band round 
its top. All three regiments used black 
sheepskins with edging In facing colour. 

The Brunswick Hussars (1809-14) wore 
an all-black uniform, shako (officers’ trim- 
med with gold round the top), and plume; 
light blue facings and leg stripe (officers’ 
gold) and red and light blue waist sash. The 
shabraque was black edged light blue. 

All hussar figures may be modelled from 
the Hussars with (where necessary) boots 
trimmed to represent overalls and busby 
replaced by French shako Use Hussar 
horses. 

Artillery 1811-14 

The RHA uniform as shown by the Airfix 
figures was worn throughout our period, 
overalls replacing breeches and boots 
circa 1811. Field artillery figures are made 
from the Infantry kneeling-loading, 
stand ing-at-ease and sergeant figures, with 
muskets and halberd head removed — the 
latter used as a basis for a ramrod. Uniform 
detail as infantry but blue coats and red 
facings; turnbacks white, loops yellow. 
Brunswick horse gunners wore black 
shako, belts and dolman; light blue collar 
and cuffs; black overalls piped light blue; 
yellow and light blue waist sash. Use RHA 
gunners with shako head. 

The services 

Artillery drivers 1811-14 As field artillery 







Most of my British 'Army’ drawn up to face the French, heavy cavalry on left. The Con- 
glomerate of lancers in the foreground are metal and from various Allied corps engaged in 
the battle. 



but with overalls and helmet as RHA. A for- 
age cap was frequently worn. Use RHA 
rider with braid, belt and sword removed. 
Use World War 1 German heads for the 
forage cap if preferred, in which case omit 
the yellow loops. 

Royal Waggon Train 1811-14 Dark blue 


jacket, red facings, white lace, grey or 
brown overalls and shako with white over 
red hackle. In 1811/12 coat and facing col- 
ours were reversed. Officers had silver lace 
on chest, sleeves and shako. The RHA rider 
is used again, with shako head and braid, 
belt and sword removed. 

Sappers and miners 1811-14 Until 1813 


this small unit wore a blue jacket with black 


Light dragoon squadrons from RHA mounted figures. facings, a shako with white hackle, and 

blue-grey overalls with red stripe. From 
1813 the jacket was red, facings blue, white 
turnbacks and hackle, yellow loops. In 
working dress the coat had no loops, no 
belts were worn, and a small black cap was 
worn. Infantry-style equipment appears to 
have been worn on the march. Use British 
Infantry figures or, for working parties, 
ACW Artillery crewmen with k6pi trimmed 
to cap and haversack removed. Belts and 
pouches are too shallow to show once the 
figures are painted. Use card to convert 
handspike into spade, and ramrod Into 



axe. 
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Modelling the M4A3E2 
Sherman in 1:76 scale 

by Julian Jackson 


WARGAMERS! Do your Shermans get 
blasted by Panthers and Tigers? Are they 
easily baulked by pillboxes and strong- 
points? Can even small anti-tank guns 
knock them out? Is their armour too thin, 
then? You need a Sherman Jumbo assault 
tank! 

Seriously, though, the first lesson most 
World War 2 wargamers learn is that M-4s 
with thin armour and short 75 mm guns are 
vastly Inferior to the German Panthers and 
Tigers. Upgunning the Shermans to 76 mm 
or 17 pdr does much to make the contest 
more even, but what miniature Allied 
armies often lack is a heavily armoured 
assault tank. So here is a fairly straight- 
forward conversion which Is useful for 
wargamers and provides an interesting 
variant for collectors. 

The M4A3E2 Sherman ‘Jumbo* Assault 
Tank, introduced in 1944 for the invasion of 
Europe, had extremely heavy armour — 4 
inches on the glacis plate, 5V2 Inches on 
the differential housing, and 6 inches on 
the turret front and sides. Its weight was 42 
tons with the additional armour — 10 tons 
over the normal Sherman — and so grous- 
ers were added to the tracks to relieve the 
overloaded suspension by bringing the 
ground pressure down. M4A3E2’s were 
first used In action spearheading ‘Opera- 
tion Cobra’, the breakout from the Cher- 
bourg peninsula, and in small numbers 
throughout the campaign in Europe. 

Unfortunately, this conversion cannot 


really be accomplished without purchasing 
both an AIrfIx and a FujimI Sherman kit, 
total outlay — about £1 ; which may be a bit 
expensive for some of our younger readers, 
although I think it Is well worth while for the 
rather different Sherman that results. 

Basically the conversion is adding the 
Airfix suspension to a modified Fujimi hull 
topped with a scratch-built turret, which is 
a lot easier than it sounds! 

Take the Fujimi hull top (part 1) and file 
off all detail on the glacis plate. Cut from 20 
thou plastic card the two new side plates 
and the new glacis plate. Chamfer the top 
edge of the new glacis but leave the bottom 
edges square as that was how the originals 
armour was treated (see Fig 1). Cement to 
model. It Is best to chamfer the top edges 
of the side plates before cementing to the 
hull and then chamfer the others after the 
plates have been cemented in place. I did 
not try to completely eliminate the join 
lines between the added plates and the hull 
as the originals were roughly welded on 
and this shows in photographs as gaps 
creating an effect which I think looks more 
realistic. Drill four small holes in the glacis 
for the lifting lugs. Fit the raised surround 
for the MG out of stretched sprue or wire. 

Now file flat the suspension locating pins 
and raised areas on the Fujimi lower hull 
sides (parts 50 & 51) (see Fig 2). Assemble 
the six Airfix bogie units and leave to dry 
thoroughly, then file off all the locating 
pins on these. Now cement together the 


M4A3E2. Points to note are the added 
grousers on the outer edge of the tracks, the 
rough finish on the edges of the new glacis 
and the heavy texture of the turret armour 
(Peter Chamberlain collection). 


Fujimi hull top, bottom, rear, and lower 
sides and leave till completely dry. 

Next cement the bogie units to the 
assembled hull using the raised areas on 
the hull bottom for the HVSS (Fujimi) 
bogies as the exact positions of the VVSS 
(Airfix) ones. You could use ‘Plastic Weld’ 
cement here for greater strength. Widen 
the Idler holes with a pointed file or knife 
blade and glue In the Airfix idlers. Assem- 
ble the Airfix sprockets and glue In position 
too. 

I judged from photographs that the new 
cast differential housing seems Identical to 
the older cast sharpnosed housing, except 
presumably It Is an inch or two thicker. I 
just used the Fujimi one as I feel any differ- 
ence is negligible. 

Contrary to the Fujimi instruction sheet, 
their kit is of a late model M4, not an M4A3, 
the difference being the engine and rear 
hull details. It is therefore necessary to 
make changes In this area to produce a 
‘Jumbo’ but beginners or someone wishing 
for an only slightly different model could 
just follow these Instructions then make up 

Continued on page 662 
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Areas to be chamfered shown dotted 


Turret 1 :76 scale. 
Broken lines are 
suggested positions of 
plastic card circles 


An M4A3E2 spearheads an infantry assault 
on a fortified German position during a war- 
game. 


it was not successful. Exasperated, I just 
made very rudimentary grousers by scoring 
a strip of 10 thou plastic card across its 
width to represent the individual plates that 
made up the grousers and glued It on to the 
Airfix tracks. I cemented these on to the 
model with Araldite, then added chevrons 
out of plastic card to the tracks at the front 
and rear between the sprocket or idler and 
the first bogies — the only places where 
they could be seen when the model is 
standing on the ground. Note that the 
chevrons point down at the front and up at 
the rear. I filed all detail off the sandshields 
and used them to represent the different 
type used by the M4A3E2. 

And there it is — a dramatically different 
variant of the Sherman to add to your war- 
games army of your 1 :76 scale collection. □ 


the turret ring, drill a hole in it and use a 
sprue pivot on the turret Itself. 

The massive mantlet is made from pieces 
of laminated 20, 30, and 40 thou sheet, fil- 
ed to shape first then cemented together. 
Drill holes In the turret and glacis plate 
and fix the five lifting lugs from the FujImI 
kit in place. The cupola was also from this 
kit and the rest of the fittings were from 
scrap. 

Cut the front 20 mm off the Airfix 75 mm 
gun and glue this to the eccentric barrel 
sleeve. Although no definite proof exists It 
seems that some Jumbos’ were modified 
In the field to use the long-barrelled 76 mm 
gun, which the larger turret could accom- 
modate. You can model this variant instead 
If you like, although If you do this your fel- 
low wargamers will probably shriek: ‘You 
can’t use that, it’s too powerful!’ For the 
M1A1 gun without the muzzle brake use a 
36 mm length of barrel from your spares 
box — the T34/76 one Is Ideal, or for the 
M1A2 gun with the muzzle brake use the 
front 41 mm of a Panther barrel. 

Now we come to the tracks. I had great 
difficulty modelling these and eventually 
was forced to settle for a simplified design. 
On the real thing the tracks were of the 
chevron type with added grousers. I tried 
moulding a short section of this using a 
plastic master and a Plasticine mould, with 
liquid plastic as the moulding material but 


Fig 2 (not to scale). Fujimi hull side — remove shaded areas 


Fig 3 (not to 
scale) showing 
assembly of 
rear hull 
top grille 


Detail of track 
showing a chevron 
and grousers 
1 :76 scale 


Drawings by author 


because this made duplicating the rim that 
juts out under the mantlet much easier. 
Shape the turret by cutting Its height down 
to 9 rnm and add an oval disc to 20 thou 
sheet which is faired In at the front and rear 
with Plastic Padding. Then add two circles 
of plastic card with a common centre, one 
22 mm in diameter to support the turret on 
the hull, and the other 19 mm in diameter 
as a pivot to traverse the turret (the posi- 
tions of the upper two plastic card shapes 
are shown on the side elevation drawing of 
the turret as broken lines). Cement this to 


the rest of the kit as normal to produce an 
M4A3. Take the engine cover (part 53) and 
file off all detail on It. Mark out a rectangle 
exactly the same size on 10 thou plastic 
card. Do not cut it out. Mark a line 2 mm 
from each end and scribe lines every 1 mm 
parallel with the shortest sides of the 
rectangle. Cut out and cement to the 
engine cover ensuring that the edges are 
flush. Now. with 1 mm wide microstrip, 
build up two squares on top of the grille, so 
that each Is flush with the edges on the 
longest sides and 1 mm in on the shortest 
(see Fig 3). Add four hinges 2 mm long 
from 1 mm microstrip to the grilles outer 
edges. Cement completed grille into the 
depression in the hull top. I made the rear 
hull grille by adding two 1.5 mm strips 19 
mm long to the raised strip on the rear, and 
edged them vertically with two 3 x 0.5 mm 
rectangles of 20 thou sheet. With hindsight 
I can see that it would be better to file off 
the raised part and use three 19 x 1.5 mm 
strips. 

Now we come to the turret. I usually 
make mine from pine wood or 5-ply and, I 
would recommend the latter as it gives 
parallel lines which help to keep the work- 
ing of the wood accurate. However, as I had 
difficulty finding a piece of the right thick- 
ness I had to use balsa which gets dented 
rather too easily when used on a wargam- 
Ing vehicle. I chose to make the turret out 
of a hybrid wood-and-plastic construction: 


Above The balsa turret prior to shaping. 
Below Two views of the model. 


Very useful overhead shot of an M4A3E2 
showing turret and engine cover detail 
(Peter Chamberlain collection). 



Wheels of the 


Part 11 — World War 2 theatres and 
campaigns by Bruce Robertson 


WHILE THE general finishes and markings 
for World War 2 were as detailed in Part 9 
there were variations, as with aircraft, for 
MT serving in the various theatres of war. 

Iceland 

Iceland was occupied by British Forces 
on May 10 1940 and the first operational 
RAF unit arrived the following July. Con- 
ventional RAF home commands finish was 
used with the local Marking CC/I (Coastal 
Command/Iceland) marked on vehicle 
wings or bumpers. Additionally there was 
an RAF Iceland number allotted which was 
marked In white; this number did not 
exceed three digits. American service vehi- 
cles started arriving in Iceland from July 
1941. 

France 1940 


To support the British Expeditionary 
Force In the field in France in 1939 the RAF 
provided an Air Component Initially of 13 
squadrons on a fully mobile basis, but its 
ancillary units were not fully mobile. Also 
sent to France was the Advanced Air Strik- 
ing Force (AASF) initially of 10 squadrons 
which similarly lacked full mobility. Early in 
1940 when the German attack came British 
Air Forces France were over 750 vehicles 
short of their planned establishment of 
3,000. 

These vehicles, bearing mainly civil-type 
registrations, were on the whole devoid of 
other markings, even the ‘RAF’ marking 
was not general. An exception was unit 
identity numbers. These consisted of a 
three-digit number, prefixed ‘A’, in 2 to 3 
inch white letters on the cab sides, to 
denote the unit for administrative and 



Aircraft camouflage was generally 
adopted at home In 1937, but RAF vehicle 
camouflage was not widespread until later. 
During the 1938 Munich crisis vehicles of 
units warned for overseas in the event of 
hostilities were given camouflage washes, 
chiefly in industrial paints of brown and 
green, to follow the pattern of standard 
dark earth/dark green aircraft camouflage. 


Continued on page 666 

A Desert Air Force mobile canteen in the 
Middle Stone and Dark Earth pattern which 
matches the finish of the Spitfires whose 
crews it serves. This vehicle bore an inscrip- 
tion to the effect that it was presented to the 
RAF by Baron Charles de Menasce (IWM). 
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SUPER SCALE ra SALE 



Monogram go for detail and they do it in a big way 
-just look at this new release: the legendary Douglas 
C47 Skytrain the worlds most widely used transport 
aircraft. It’s represented in l/48th scale to give you a 
finished model of nearly 2 feet wingspan and 
16" length. 


All the details are there- Pratt and Witney radial 
engines, cockpit interior, nine paratroopers, three 
crewman, decals and even a diorama instruction folder. 

It’s the kind of Model you’d expect from the 
leaders and it’s available from all good Model, Hobby 
and Toyshops now- so if you think on a grand scale- 



Rec. Ret. Price £7.95 Correct at time of going to press 


mlHRLESl^ 


ONOGRAM 


A. A. Hales Ltd., P.O. Box 33, 

Hinckley, Leicestershire Right. Down to the last detail. 
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On July 15 1945 2nd Tactical Air Force 
became British Air Forces of Occupation 
and the letters BAFO replaced 2TAF on RAF 
vehicles on the Continent as illustrated here 
on the mudguards of these olive drab- 
finished Humber LRC Mk IIIA armoured 
cars, RAF Nos 130015 and 130922, of No 4 
ACS, 4th Wing, RAF Regiment. In the back- 
ground are Mosquito FBVIs of No 107 
Squadron. 

postal convenience, at a time normal unit 
numbers were forbidden to be displayed 
for security reasons. Motor cycles, In con- 
trast, were copiously marked with manu- 
facturer’s symbol, the letters RAF and 
roundel on the tank, registration plates and 
the unit serial number marked on the sad- 
dle bags each side. 

Much of this transport was lost in the 
evacuation of France and was used by the 
Germans. Vehicles had to be lent to 
the Army for troop evacuation and the 
French loaned 279 vehicles to the AASF to 
move their equipment. The MT short- 
comings were attributed to the failure of 
manufacturers to deliver 3-ton tenders as 


contracted and the needs of other com- 
mands. As a result of this shattering 
experience the MT establishment of field 
squadrons was increased and MT supply 
columns formed. But for the time being, 
after the loss of thousands of vehicles in 
France, little transport was available for a 
new field force and such as was around 
was desperately needed In the Western 
Desert. 

Western Desert and 
Mediterranean 

MT had a vital role In the struggles In the 
Western Desert 1940-1943, where the attri- 
tion rate of vehicles was high both through 
enemy action and operating conditions 
with long journeys through dust-laden ter- 
ritory. 

Delivered by sea to Egypt, the vehicles 
were sent to an MT Base Pool for servicing 
and inspection, handling up to 2,000 vehi- 
cles a month. From the Pool they were 
allotted to units, often being utilised for 
Maintenance Unit stores deliveries en 
route. 

Repair and Salvage units were estab- 


lished. These had four-wheel-drive vehicles 
for salvage use capable of towing up to 
four cripples. One salvage convoy of 18 
vehicles brought back 80 vehicles In one 
trip. Many captured enemy vehicles were 
pressed Into service. For example, at 
Benina late 1940 two complete Italian 
workshop lorries were taken into RAF use 
and ended up in Italy. Even a 10-ton trailer, 
which had been utilised as an omnibus unit 
in Tunis, was taken into service. 

Vehicles were, in general, finished In 
middle stone to accord with the desert ter- 
rain and a disruptive pattern of dark brown 
was sometimes added to follow aircraft 
camouflage. Because of difficulties In Iden- 
tification of transport from the air, it was 
decreed from December 1942 that ail vehi- 
cles, except ambulances, would display an 
RAF roundel or 31 -inch diameter, with a 
6-inch yellow outline, on the largest clear 
upper surface area. In general this was the 
cab cover; it was not practicable to mark It 
on the canvas as this was not always used. 
For security reasons, no unit markings 
were used except in the case of certain 
auxiliary units, such as field hospitals; for 
example RAF/4 AMCU on the side of a cab 
would denote No 4 Anti-Malaria Control 
Unit. 

In Britain the roundel was normally 
placed on the right wing, since Air Ministry 
instruction said it would be placed on the 
offside) but In Egypt where vehicles drove 
on the right, the roundel was appropriate to 
the left wing. A marking that became com- 
mon from late 1942 to mid-1943 was vehi- 
cle dimensions marked in feet on vehicles 
cabs or sides. This was to facilitate loading 
arrangements in the various landings, the 
invasions of North Africa, Sicily and Italy. 
An LST carried around 55 to 60 vehicles 
and 250 personnel, and a LCT (Mk lll/IV) 10 
to 14 vehicles and 50 personnel. Vehicles 
with projecting aerials or lifting arms pre- 
sented special difficulties. 


An Albion articulated recovery vehicle, finished in Middle Stone, brings in the wreck of an 
Italian Savoia-Marchetti SM79 bomber early in the Desert Campaign (IWM). 



1 
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2 TAF 

The finishes in transition, as detailed in 
Part 9, applied to the 2nd Tactical Air 
Force, but there were theatre markings in 
addition. A white star or RAF roundel was 
essential for all vehicles on their plan view 
surfaces, but in addition 2 TAF vehicles had 
large roundels on body sides and a unit ser- 
ial number marked on the cab. 

Far East 

A roundel marking for identification from 
the air was considered unsuitable In the 
Far East where it might be confused with 
the red disc (sun) marking of Japan. From 
late 1942 a five-point yellow or white star 
within a 22-inch circle was marked on vehi- 
cle side or top surfaces, or both, as consi- 
dered necessary. 

Tiger Force 

With the war in Europe over, it was 
British Intentions to send a Commonwealth 
bombing force to the Pacific to join with 
the Americans in pounding Japan. This 
formation, known as Tiger Force’, was 
planned in detail early In 1945 and after the 
end of war in Europe was being organised 
for Lancaster/Lincoln squadrons to be 
based on Okinawa. The advance elements 
were at sea when the end of the war came. 

For the build-up of the initial force some 
550 vehicles were needed. American MT 
types were required to ease the supply 
situation on site, which would be through 
an American network but, apart from 
Jeeps, these were not available In time and 
were expected for the follow-up. As it was, 
four-wheel-drive vehicles of British or 
Canadian manufacture were used, mainly 
load carriers, troopers, tankers and Jeeps. 
A few utility vehicles were shipped, but no 
passenger cars were sent. It being policy to 
use Jeeps or motor cycles. 

The RAF vehicles were camouflaged 
overall in olive drab with RAF ensign-type 
roundels marked front and rear. The vehi- 
cles had a special coded Force marking 
with a 5-inch letter ‘Q’ followed by the unit 
number In 3-Inch figures in white at the left 
side front and rear. □ 


A feature of 2TAF vehicles was their large 
roundels. Here a mobile Type 13 radar is 
seen positioned on a Dutch dyke, where its 
‘office’ has a particularly large RAF roundel 
compromising its olive drab overall finish. 






Girder Bridge conversions from Michael Andress 


BRIDGES ARE a prominent feature of the 
landscape In this country, carrying foot- 
paths, roads, railways and even canals over 
valleys, rivers, roads, canals, railways and 
so on. Because they are so often seen In 
the real countryside and as they are 
Interesting structures they are of impor- 
tance to the modeller, railway or military, 
for layouts and dioramas. There are many 
different types ranging from tiny foot- 
bridges to huge structures several miles 
long. Construction materials include wood, 
stone, steel, concrete, and various combi- 
nations. 

For most modellers the space available 
for a layout or scene Is limited and it will be 
necessary to select relatively small bridges 
to model, though an effort should be made 
to try to choose interesting ones. On a 
model railway layout the overall effect will 
usually be better If one has two or even 
three small bridges of differing types rather 
than one large structure which overwhelms 
the surrounding features. While model 
bridges can be scratch-built from wood, 
card, plastic and even metal, this work can 
be time-consuming and many modellers 
find that the use of kit models or conver- 
sions from them Is a convenient and suc- 
cessful alternative. 

Apart from the actual details of construc- 
tion of the model there are several more 
general points to be considered In model- 
ling bridges. For the scene to be realistic it 
must appear that the bridge was essential; 


no one would go to the expense of con- 
structing a real bridge unnecessarily. Thus 
the scenery must be planned with this in 
mind. Again the type of bridge chosen 
should be appropriate for the situation and 
generally the simplest and cheapest struc- 
ture that will serve the purpose will be emp- 
loyed. Care should be taken to make the 
model appear to be properly set into the 
ground and not just placed on top of the 
scenery. Any gaps or cracks between the 
bridge supports and the ground surface 
should be filled with plaster or concealed 
with scenic dressings. 

The Airfix range of trackside accessories 
includes two bridge kits, the Girder Bridge 
and the Footbridge, both of which are Ideal 
for use on model railway layouts, either In 
their original form or as conversions. They 
are also useful for military dioramas and 
wargame settings. The Girder Bridge Is a 
versatile kit. In Its basic form it makes up 
into a single track girder bridge 13 Inches 
long (a scale length of over 80 feet) but 
extra kits can be utilised to extend the 
length by as many spans as desired. These 
can either be joined as complete kits with a 
support beneath each join making a multi- 
span bridge or by omitting the ends and 
joining with the connecting sections (kit 
Parts 19 and 20) to form a longer single 
span. The supporting pillars for the multi- 
span version can be made up from card 
or plastic card covered with brick or stone 
paper or with brick- or stone-embossed 


Two standard Airfix Girder Bridges used side by side to provide double track bridge on a small 
layout constructed by Terry Jenkins. 
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approaches, especially for railways where 
the gradients cannot be steep. These 
approaches add considerably to the 
expense of the bridge. An alternative solu- 
tion is the use of a moving bridge, a feature 
which makes an Interesting model even In 
non-working form. 

There are various types of moving 
bridges and the Airfix Girder Bridge kit 
lends Itself to conversion to at least three of 
these. One of the accompanying photo- 
graphs shows a small swing bridge built 
from the kit. I described this conversion in 
detail some years ago in Airfix Magazine 
(May 1968) so will not repeat this here. 

Another type of moving bridge which can 
be modelled using the Airfix Girder Bridge 
kit as a basis is the rolling lift bridge.' I have 
not yet constructed a bridge of this type but 
plan to do so; the prototype I Intend to 
follow is a Scherzer Rolling Lift bridge at 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, and I have 
included a photograph of this prototype for 
the benefit of any reader who would like to 
tackle such a model himself. 

The third design is the vertical lift bridge. 
A large bridge of this type which is located 
In New York Is shown in another of the pic- 
tures. My model, though loosely based on 
this structure, is smaller and simpler, but 
even so uses four Airfix Girder Bridge kits 
in its construction! For the lifting span 
I could have employed the complete girder 

Continued on page 670 


Compiled and edited by Bruce Robertson 

From a Halifax recovered from the depths of a Norwegian 
fjord to wrecked aircraft in the jungle of the south-west 
Pacific, from bombers lost in the polders of Holland to a 
crashed Messerschmitt Bf 109 in a Kent orchard — the stories 
in this superlative book range far and wide, and all are written 
by people actively involved in aviation archaeology. 

The book will provide a feast for anyone interested in the 
history of aircraft and their preservation. Each chapter is an 
‘epic’ in its own right — Susan Saggers, for example, tells of 
her work restoring and flying old aircraft, while Roger 
Freeman describes the remarkable story of a Liberator which 
he actually saw crash, its excavation years later and his 
chance contact with the pilot in America! However, not all 
aircraft are recovered from ‘digs’. Norman Ratcliff explains 
how he salvaged a Southampton hull which was doubling as 
a houseboat, and Bruce Robertson gives an account of the 
RAF Museum’s Sunderland restoration. 

These and many more individual ‘epics’ are contained bet- 
ween the covers of this fascinating and absorbing book which 
will provide inspiration for enthusiasts world wide. 

Published on August 21. 156 pages, QVa" x 6Ve" (234 mm x 156 mm), 
105 photos and 4 drawings. Casebound. ISBN 0 85059 305 0. £5.50 
net (£5.96 by post direct from the publisher). 
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Top A small girder bridge converted from 
the Airfix kit on a small narrow gauge 
layout owned by the Poole & District 
Model Railway Society. Construction 
details are shown in Fig 1 (above) and Fig 
2 (right) which are exactly half 00 scale. 


Don’t forget . . . Aviation Archaeology 

A collectors' guide to aeronautical relics by 
Bruce Robertson. 

The book which started it all! A detailed 
practical guide for the enthusiast to airfields, 
architecture, autographs, badges, books, 
models, nomenclature, postcards, propel- 
lers, records, research, stamps and wrecks. 
This book shows how anyone can emulate 
the achievements described in Epics of 
Aviation Archaeology through enthusiasm 
and thoughtful research. It describes the 
avenues which still await exploration, the 
pitfalls — legal, moral and physical — which 
the unwary can fall into, shows how to pre- 
sent results and, in time, create a private 
aeronautical collection of genuine historical 
value. 

152 pages, 9V2"x 6W (240 mm x 160 mm), 42 
photos, 24 drawings and 18 maps. 
Casebound. ISBN 0 85059 255 0. £4.50 net 
(£5.05 by post direct from the publisher). 


plastic card. To provide a double-track 
bridge two kits can be used side by side as 
In one of the photographs. 

The kit can also be considered as raw 
material for a variety of conversions and I 
give two examples here. The first model is a 
very small girder bridge on a narrow gauge 
layout belonging to the Poole & District 
Model Railway Society. It Is ideal for nar- 
row gauge but would also be suitable for a 
short span over a stream or cart track on a 
standard gauge line. Although this little 
bridge might logically have been presented 
second as it can be built from the left-over 
parts from the other Girder Bridge kit con- 
version, I have put it first because of Its 
simplicity and ease of construction. Even a 
beginner could carry out the work involved 
in only a few minutes. 

Fig 1 shows the side view, half size, 
while Fig 2 Indicates how the four end 
pieces (Parts 15, 16, 17 and 18) of the Gir- 
der Bridge kit are cut down. The tops of the 
sides are made up from pieces cut from 
Parts 3 and 10. The two sides are assem- 
bled with a strengthening strip of plastic 
card vertically behind the centre section of 
each side. The cutting required is best car- 
ried out with a razor saw as the parts are 
too thick to be cut easily with a modelling 
knife. The deck of the bridge is cut from 60 
thou plastic 'Card; the width depending on 
whether the bridge is for a road, or for a 
narrow or standard gauge railway. The 
completed model can be painted black, 
grey or red oxide; weathering of black, grey 
and brown, and touches of rust colour can 
be added if you wish. 

One of the problems which faces bridge 
builders is the spanning of waterways used 
by relatively large vessels, particularly 
when the surrounding land Is low lying. To 
gain sufficient height for a fixed span 
beneath which these ships can pass will 
involve the construction of long inclined 


Patrick Stephens Limited 

Bar Hill, Cambridge. CB3 8EL. Tel Crafts Hill (0954) 80010 


To: your leading bookseller, model shop or 
direct from Patrick Stephens Ltd. 


Above Swing bridge conversion mentioned in text. Below A large vertical lift bridge in New 
York. 


I enclose my remittance of (Including post- 
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bridge with the exception of the sloping Jop The basic verti- 
end pieces but I felt that a better appearance cal lift bridge minus 

would result by making the lifting section cables and coun- 

rather longer than this so I extended it by terweights. Right 

using parts from two kits. Component parts 

The parts required for each side of the for the model show- 

span are shown in the photograph which 

also Illustrates how the parts are to be cut joined. Below 

and joined. The shaded sections are dis- completed 

carded. Note that for the top pieces the 
cuts are made Immediately adjacent to the 



fittings on the top surface which take the 


cross braces while for the bottom pieces 
the cuts are made next to the raised sec- 



tions. The sides are assembled from the 


parts shown with the addition of an upright 
at each end; it will be necessary to trim the 



upper ends of these uprights slightly for 
them to fit against the upper ends of the 
diagonals. The deck Is made up from deck 
pieces from the kits cut to fit and five cross 
braces are fixed on top of the sides. The 
completed span Is shown In one of the 
photographs. 

Each of the two towers is made up from 
parts of a Girder Bridge kit. Each side of a 
tower uses a lower piece (Part 3 or 10) for 
the vertical upright, an end piece (Part 15, 
16, 17 or 18) for the top, and a top piece 
(Part 2 or 9) for the sloping upright. This 
last piece must be extended by fitting a 
section 8 mm long (cut from one of the dis- 
carded pieces from constructing the span) 
Into the piece anywhere between the second 
and third of the horizontal pieces which 
will later be added. The side view drawing 
will help to clarify this and also shows the 
positions of the pieces. The horizontals 
and diagonals are cut from 30 thou plastic 
card strip 5 mm wide. 



aircraft 




Sussian flying 

colours 19U-80 


The projections on the rear surface of the 
top and bottom pieces of the bridge, now 
being used as the uprights, designed to 
take the bridge side bracing pieces in the 
original kit, are cut off to allow the new 
bracing pieces to be fitted. These are 
added to produce the four sides for the two 
towers: one is seen at this stage of con- 
struction In one of the pictures. The point 
at the top of each side Is cut away with the 
razor saw and the piece removed Is cut 
down to provide the flat strip on the top as 
In the scale drawing. The two sides of each 
tower are then fixed together with an outer 
width of 62 mm by further strips of 30 thou 
plastic card, again 5 mm wide as seen in 
the photographs. Pieces of 20 thou thick 
plastic card are cut to fit behind the trian- 
gular openings at the top of each side of 
each tower and further pieces of this mater- 
ial are added to close in the tops as In the 
pictures. 

Painting gray, black or red oxide com- 
pletes the basic bridge. I have not yet 
decided whether or not to try to arrange for 
the bridge to be movable though I will 
probably fix it permanently In the lowered 
position when I install it to avoid the com- 
plications which tend to arise with working 
bridges in plastic. If I decide to make it a 
dummy non-working model I will Install a 
fixed counterweight (a wood block) In each 
tower and also add dummy cables from 
thread. The prototype picture shows these 
details. □ 


^ Part 1 — 
The foundations 
by Peter G. 
Cooksley 


British influence 

Equipment In general came from Europe 
and 1910 saw the British and Colonial 
Aeroplane Company secure the first gov- 
ernment contract in the world for this 
country following negotiations with Wil- 
liam Rebitkoff, the Russian Attach^ in Paris 
when, on November 15, it was agreed that 
eight 'Boxkites' of the Improved or Military 
model, be supplied. These were disting- 
uished by their enlarged fuel tanks and tri- 
ple rudders. 

In the following April the complete batch, 
factory numbered 18 to 25 together with No 


THE FOUNDATIONS Of Russian military avia- 
tion may be said to have been laid in the 
Russia of Czar Nicholas II during 1910 with 
a flying school at Gatchina, near St Peters- 
burg (now Leningrad), followed by one at 
Sebastopol to provide instruction for both 
Army and Navy officers as well as serving 
as a winter alternative to that at Gatchina. 


Below A factory photograph of a Dux-built Nieuport IV showing the entirely clear-doped 
fabric and black-Japanned metal fittings (via Bruce Robertson). Bottom A Bristol ‘boxkite' 
similar, except for the equal span wings, to the eight supplied to the Russian army in 1910. 


One of the towers completed. 
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The Hackel No 9 monoplane of 1912 showing the name in small characters on the rudder. 
Finish is an early attempt at a disruptive camouflage pattern, probably in green and brown 
(via Bruce Robertson). 


AYKCb 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig 1 The company name on the outer 
faces of the twin rudders on the Dux- 
built Farman FI 6 showing the modify- 
ing final symbol. Fig 2 Rear fuselage of 
the clear-doped Lebed VII showing the 
name along the upper longeron. Fig 3 
Lebed VII as painted in small black 
Cyrillic letters on the aircraft. Fig 4 
Moller company name on the rudder of 
the second aircraft. Presentation indi- 
cates Eastern influence where the let- 
ters tend to be painted below a horizon- 
tal guide-line rather than above as is 
more common in the ^Ves^ 



Bristol ‘Boxkites’ supplied to Russia, 1911 


c/n 

Month 

Motor 

Wingspan 

Notes 

18 

April 

50 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 

70 hp Gnome motors 

19 

April 

50 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 

fitted before delivery 

20 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 


21 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 


22 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 


23 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 


24 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6 " 


25 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 


26 

July 

70 hp Gnome 

46’ 6" 

Exchanged for aircraft 

30 

July 

70 hp Gnome 

46' 6" 

Nos 18 and 19 

32 

April 

70 hp Gnome 

47' 8" 

Enclosed nacelle 


A Bleriot XI monoplane with a 35 hp Anzani motor was the first aircraft to fly with a ski 
undercarriage. These were placed under the bicycle wheels when it was flown by Captain 
Kedrin from Sebastopol in 1911. 



32, all now fitted with 70 hp Gnome 
engines, was dispatched to St Petersburg. 
No 32 was originally placed on exhibition 
there by the parent company but had been 
purchased immediately following an 
inspection by the Czar and his military 
advisers who awarded the builders a gold 
medal and certificate of merit. 

With a 14-inch increase in span and an 
enclosed nacelle, this aircraft was, like the 
other eight, resplendent in pale primrose, 
the colour of natural fabric, and varnished 
wood. No markings were carried except for 
the words The Bristol’, the name and 
address of the parent company and the 
individual number, all in small black letter- 
ing on the outer rudders. In July the two 
oldest machines were exchanged for Nos 
26 and 30. 

Spreading wings 

The early months of the following year, 
1912, with only about 100 aircraft flying In 
the country, saw the formation of the Vol- 
unteer Aerial Association at Sebastopol 
from whence the Volunteer Fleet detached 
to the Gatchina Park ground for the sum- 
mer. This Association enjoyed the presi- 
dency of the Grand Duke Alexander who 
had founded the schools in 1910. 

In June there came an important event in 
Russian military aviation when a vote was 
passed for the purchase of 150 aeroplanes, 
of which only ten were to be Imported, to 
augment the handful already flying under 
Army control. The modern machines were 
principally some Wrights, the Boxkites’ 
and a new copy of the Bleriot XI. Addition- 
ally, 1.050,000 roubles were earmarked for 
a new flying school at Tauride. 

This, together with a series of Military 
Trials by the Ministry of War. to culminate 
in November, was the nearest Czarist Rus- 
sia came to a concerted military aviation 
policy, money being usually granted par- 
simoniously to favoured individuals or 
Government departments which largely 
operated without reference to allied minis- 
tries, ail of which were bedevilled by Civil 
Servants who augmented their pittances by 
accepting ‘commissions’ on the award of 
contracts — forms of bribery and corrup- 
tion which were still tolerated in more or 
less open practice as they had been in late 
Stuart England. 

The same year saw progress In the 
sphere of naval aviation for that summer 
Lieutenant Andreadi had carried out a 
flight in a 50 hp Nieuport from Sebastopol 
to St Petersburg, while September was 
marked by the demand for a base at 
Golodai Island and a projected Naval Air 
Station at Libau. 

During this period the name of Igor 
Sikorsky was coming to the fore with the 
announcement of his award of first place in 
the Military Trials In an aircraft of his own 
design and the purchase by the Navy of one 
of his seaplanes, together with a Farman 
and, after tests at Sebastopol, a Curtiss 
seaplane. 

The new year of 1913 thus found some 
six established aerodromes In the country 
while by the spring the total number of 
aeroplanes was in the region of 250, not all 
of which were by any means new but had 
largely been built, often under licence, in 
Russia. The military pilots’ strength was 72 
but this number could be augmented by 

Continued on page 674 
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How Mike Bailey 
cut latest USAF fuepower 

down to size. 


America’s latest strike 
aircraft, the Fairchild-Republic 
A 10, has been a topical subject 
among UK enthusiasts now for 
many months. 

It is of interest not only for 
its imconventional design, but 
because of recent speculation as 
to where, when, and how many 
aircraft are to be stationed here 
in the UK. 

The Fairchild is a formid- 
able aircraft. It can carry 
16,0001bs of ordnance on 10 
external pylons; it can knock 
out a Russian T62 battle tank in 
one pass. And it can sustain 
considerable punishment with- 
out being put out of action (the 
pilot is protected by a “bathtub” 
of titanium armour!). 

The model you see above 
is the work of Mike Bailey 
(longstanding member of the 
Essex branch of the IPMS) and 


is the first“MATCHBOX” 

1:72 scale kit of the Fairchild to 
be given the “professional” 
treatment. 

The result is fantastic, 
and credit goes to Mike for the 
many personal touches he has 
added to it. 

The cannon, a GAU9 
30 mm Gatling, Mike made from 
sprue. The ammunition storage 
drum was made from a spare 
“MATCHBOX” Phantom drop 
tank. In the cockpit, side controls 
were made from Plasticard; 
instrument panels from scrap 
decals; seat straps from masldng 
tape; and the tiny control 
column also from sprue. 

Mike decided to feature 
the aircraft as it would be seen 
grounded: the cannon housing 
is open; a refuelling access has 
been built in the fuel tank tip; 
and ordnance is shown in a 


custom-made trailer (trailer not 
included in the standard kit). 

As you can see for yourself, 
there’s httle difference between 
Mike’s kit and the real thing. 

Talking of the real thing, 
we hear that six squadrons, each 
of 18 Fairchild Ale’s, are to be 
based at RAF Woodbridge 
Bentwaters in the not-too- 
distant future. 

It looks like “MATCH- 
BOX” have beaten the US 
Airforce to the draw: the kit 
version has already been 
launched in this country; the 
American squadrons aren’t 
expected here until the early 
part of 1979. 



Orange Range 


“MATCHBOX”is the registered trade mark of 

Lesney Products & Co. Ltd., Lesney UK Sales Ltd., 240 Lincoln Road, Enfield, Middlesex ENl ISP. 
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the 36 private pilots of the Volunteer Fleet. 
These all held Russian or French certifi- 
cates. A. Dougowezky gaining No 1 from 
the former. 

The aeronautical school reorganisation 
begun in December of the previous year 
was now showing results. Under the con- 
trol of a Commandant and an assistant with 
four subordinates, it offered a seven-month 
course to 15 pupils at a time but only one 
month was devoted to aircraft and aero- 
motors. Ten of these students were to be 
selected for aeroplanes. 

By March, the flying school established 
at Taskend four months before was in full 
swing and others were In course of estab- 
lishment at Moscow, Odessa and Omsk. 

Aircraft colours 

The aeroplanes themselves displayed no 
change In their appearance of clear doped 
fabric and varnished ply; a state of affairs 
which was typified by the Dux-built 
Farman-type aircraft of which the appear- 
ance was relieved only by the company 
name on the outer surface of the rudders. 
Some manufacturers placed their name 
along the upper longeron and all such titles 
appeared In Cyrillic script which some- 
times gave the words the appearance of 
being longer than their Western translation 
due to the use of suffixes which modify the 
preceding consonants. But marked rud- 
ders were the more usual practice, another 
example being the company name on the 
Moller biplane, a machine which has pas- 
sed Into history following Its involvement in 
the bizarre accident with the RusskI Vltyaz 
when the engine bearers failed on the 
former and the Gn6me rotary caused the 
destruction of the larger biplane which was 
passing. 

However, as has been indicated, the 
influence on Russian aviation In the early 
years mainly came from Europe In general 
and France In particular, so it is probably 
due to the latter that the legend of a grey 
over-all finish began. Fabric on these 
machines was fairly coarse and of a fawn or 
biscuit shade, like the appearance of some 
unbleached linens today. Of these colours 
the first, when doped, takes on a whitish- 
beige shade while the other looks 
greyish-white. Metal fittings were at first 
Japanned black but this later gave way to 
painting to harmonise with the fabric. 
Wooden parts were simply varnished and 
therefore presented various degrees of 
brown to pale yellow timber finish. 

The position then, regarding Czarlst 
military aviation as a whole before the fate- 
ful year of 1914 opened, was that although 
large sums had been spent there was little 
standardisation among the wide variety of 
foreign and foreign-designed aircraft in 
use while these were crewed by men who 
represented two standards of proficiency, 
those who had been thoroughly Instructed 
in Europe and the products of the domestic 
schools. 

Russian flying grounds and 
schoois, 1913 

Gatchina Park — Volunteer Fleet summer 
school; Kiev; Kolomiaggi — flying ground 
on the racecourse; Moscow; Novo Ther- 
kask; Odessa; Omsk; St Petersburg — 
Kennedy Anglo-Russian School; Sebas- 
topol — Volunteer Fleet winter school; 
Taskend (Turkestan); Tauride; and War- 
saw. ^ 





Twin-seat conversion from the Airfix kit by Bryan Philpott 

THE WINNER OF a NATO contest to find a to give the Instructor a better view. Both 

lightweight reconnaissance strike fighter, crew members are provided with ejector 

the Flat G91 is an aesthetically pleasing jet seats which can be operated independently 

which is still In service today, some 12 and there is a glass screen between the two 

years after the flight of the first prototype seats which can act as a windscreen In the 

on August 9 1956. By the time this aircraft event of a front seat only ejection. Two ver- 

f lew, a pre-production order for 30 aircraft, slons were produced, the G91T1 for the 

of which three were development pro- Italian Air Force and the T3 for the Luft- 

totypes, had been ordered. Although there waffe. They are both identical as far as the 

was some delay, caused In part by the early airframes are concerned, but the Luftwaffe 

loss of the original airframe, by August version uses different internal equipment 

1958 a unit had been formed at Pratica di and Is some 200 lb heavier. Armament con- 

Mare to carry out operational evaluation sists of a pair of Colt 0.5-inch machine- 

and the training of NATO pilots. Eventually guns and the aircraft can also lift two 500 lb 

the Luftwaffe and Italian Air Forces were to bombs, 62 2-inch rockets, 38 2.75-inch roc- 

use the aircraft In some quantity and some kets or two Nord AS 20 or AS 30L missiles 

were also sold to the Portuguese. Several on underwing pylons, which can also be 

versions were produced including the mod- used to carry long range tanks. 

Ificatlon of 16 of the original pre- Ten years ago Alan Hall demonstrated 
production batch of 27, for use by the Pat- his model-making skill by adding a new 

tuglia Acrobatica Nazlonali, the National balsa section to the Airfix kit of the G91 to 

Aerobatic Team of the Italian Air Force produce the G91T. Carving balsa accurately 

which, prior to receipt of the G91PAN, as it is not a skill which all modellers possess, 

was called, had flown foreign aircraft. and since then a completely new genera- 

These aircraft had all their armament tion has grown up and turned to more 

removed and replaced by ballast and were modern methods of producing aircraft for 

finished in a most attractive scheme com- their collections which are unlikely to see 

prising blue upper surfaces and the light of day in kit form. The march of 

whIte/green/red under surfaces. progress has also brought into existence 

During the period of the G91 s heyday, a many companies who specialise in produc- 

popular modification of some of Its con- ing conversion kits which bring some of 

temporaries was to a two-seat configura- the more difficult projects within the reach 

tion, examples being the Hunter and Light- of all. 

ning, both of which have been covered by One of these companies Is AIrmodel of 
previous conversion articles. These two Germany who, following Alan’s 1966 arti- 

aircraft were modified to provide side-by- cle, produced a canopy moulding for the 

side seating which involved widening the G91T. They have now taken this a step 

front fuselage and the provision of a larger further with a complete fuselage kit which 

clam-type canopy. Such modified aircraft contains not only the two fuselage halves 

also retained a combat capability so it Is in vac-formed plastic, but also the clear 

not surprising that the Fiat designers used canopy. This kit, which Is numbered 104, 

similar parameters when they turned their should now be generally available from the 

attention to a two-seat version of the G91. specialist mail-order houses who advertise 

The two-seat G91 was based on the stan- in this magazine, and It Is almost certain to 

dard airframe but the fuselage was give the old Airfix kit a second lease of life, 

lengthened to provide tandem-seating in The Airfix kit Is of the single-seat G91 and 
which the rear seat Is higher than the front is now showing its age, requiring a fair 


Author’s completed model in Italian markings. 
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amount of detail work if it is to be brought 
up to the expected 1978 standards. These 
modifications were covered in Airfix 
Magazine Guide No 2, and in very simple 
terms, Involve the addition of full cockpit 
detail, cleaning-up fuselage detail, and 
work on the fin/rudder and wing pylons. 

Most of this work must also be carried 
out on the conversion even though the 
fuselage is completely replaced by a vac- 
form one, which is as good a place as any 
to start. 

The Airmodel kit is basically accurate In 
outline but the panel detail is a little crude 
In places. Remove the two mouldings by 
cutting around their edges then breaking 
away the surplus plastic card, which it is 
well worth consigning to the plastic card 
store which no keen conversion addict 
should be without. Once this has been 
done, fix a sheet of wet and dry paper firmly 
to a flat surface then, with the mouldings 
held flat and plenty of water on the paper, 
flatten the internal edges. It is essential that 
the two halves are held perfectly flat during 
this operation otherwise the surfaces 
which are to be joined together will 
develop a curve along their length which 
will be difficult to correct. Particular atten- 
tion must be given to the fin/rudder as this 
has to be reduced considerably in thick- 
ness or it will look heavy and clumsy. 

Once the two halves match, drill out the 
small triangular orifices near the tail then 
shape them with a small file before blank- 
ing them off with strips of plastic card 
cemented inside the fuselage. As men- 
tioned earlier, I found the panel lines rather 
crude so I chose this model to carry out an 
experiment which I have toyed with for a 
long time. Filling panel lines with body- 
filler is never very successful as it often 
seems to come away at most inopportune 
moments . . . usually after the model has 
been painted! So on this occasion, I used 
some stretched sprue which I laid In the 
existing panel lines then painted liquid 
cement over it. Then this had set hard, I 
used a very fine grade wet and dry paper, 
used wet, to sand the protruding sprue into 
the fuselage contours. When this was all 
flat and smodth I used a very sharp scriber 
and flexible steel rule to re-mark the panel 
lines. The result was certainly worth the 
effort and I am sure it would be even better 
on some of those Injection-moulded mod- 
els which sometimes seem to have panel 
lines more akin to canals. 

The next step was to build a cockpit area 
which I did by making a box from plastic 
card to which I added Instrument panels, 
ejector seats and control columns. Getting 
the dimensions of this box just right is 
tricky and in the end I had to resort to 
approximate dimensions then locate the 


completed cockpit Into the fuselage with 
plastic card packing. 

The nose should be blanked off with a 
plastic card bulkhead behind which I 
placed a very small amount of weight to 
keep the nose wheel on the ground. I am 
not sure If this Is entirely necessary since It 
seems that the new longer fuselage might 
have sufficient weight to prevent the model 
from being a ‘tail sitter’, but I always feel It 
Is best to be safe instead of sorry. 

When all the internal work has been 
completed, cement strips of plastic card 
along the inside edges of the vac-form 
fuselage then join the two halves together 
by running liquid cement along the joins. 
The Internal strips help to make a stronger 
join as well as providing an accurate chan- 
nel for the cement to run along. Leave the 
fuselage to set hard before drilling out the 
tail pipe and inserting a tube of plastic, 
either from a suitable-sized straw or by rol- 
ling 10 thou plastic card into a tube, to rep- 
resent the jet exhaust. The under fin at the 
rear of the fuselage is missing from the 
conversion kit so has to be added from 20 
thou card. The final job is the cutting of 
slots into the wing fillets and tailplane loca- 
tion points, and the addition of the canopy. 
The former Is achieved by taking the 
dimensions from the tongues on the kit 
parts and transferring them to the vac-form 
fuselage, then using a sharp knife with a No 
11 blade to remove the unwanted plastic. 
The canopy presented something of a 
problem. It is moulded in fairly thick clear 
plastic and when cut out has a straight bot- 
tom edge. This, of course, does not fit the 
contoured line of the fuselage, so it became 
very much a question of trial and error, 
removing a little at a time until a snug fit 
was achieved. 

With the fuselage completed, attention 
can be turned to the wings. These need a 
lot of thinning down along their trailing 
edges and the removal of the boundary 
layer fences which are far too thick. I 
sanded the trailing edges to a knife edge, 
concentrating most of the work on the 
under surfaces, and built new fences from 
10 thou plastic card. The pylons are also a 
little on the thick side and should be 
sanded thinner or replaced with new ones 
from 20 thou plastic card. The tallplanes 
were also subjected to some sanding and 
had their rather rounded tips reshaped to a 
flatter profile. 

The wings and tallplanes were then fitted 
to the fuselage with tube cement and once 
aligned correctly the whole model was left 
alone for 24 hours. 

On my model I found that the wing chord 
at its root was wider than that on the vac- 
form fuselage, so I made sure they were 
lined up at the leading edges then cut two 


very small triangles of plastic card which I 
inserted at the trailing edges. Milliput was 
then used to fill the wing-to-fuselage join 
line as well as hiding the triangular fillets. 
Once this had set It was gently sanded 
smooth and when the work had been com- 
pleted there was absolutely no tendency 
for it to flake away or chip. 

The undercarriage from the kit was tidied 
up by thinning down the oleo legs and 
cemented in place. The nose-wheel retrac- 
tion bay must be cut from the fuselage at 
an early stage and a bay from a plastic card 
box inserted. Younger or less fussy model- 
lers can omit this and simply paint the area 
where the wheel retracts black, it just 
depends on whether or not you want a 
competition-winning model or one that will 
not be picked up and have its undersides 
examined too closely. 

The undercarriage doors on the kit are 
too thick and new ones must be made from 
plastic card. This presents a problem as far 
as the curved doors. Parts 16 and 20, are 
concerned, so the answer here is to use 
these but work at them with a small file and 
wet and dry paper. The nosewheel doors in 
the kit are not needed and should be 
replaced by one large door which hangs 
down on the starboard side, the shape of 
this being shown on the drawing. 

Underwing tanks provided In the kit are 
not suitable for the G91T so If you want 
your model with these attachments you 
must resort to the spares box or make them 
from plastic rod of the correct diameter. 
The centre-line tank on the Airfix Harrier 
makes an ideal starting point for the G91T 
tanks but, of course, two kits will be 
needed, which is rather an expensive way 
of obtaining a long-range capacity for your 
Fiat. 

Whether you fancy an Italian or Luftwaffe 
machine governs the final paint scheme. 
Both aircraft used the standard operational 
camouflage of their respective single-seat 
cousins, but generally speaking used a lot 
more dayglo in various areas. Markings 
from the kit can be used for the Italian ver- 
sion with the large white fuselage codes 
coming from the spares box or Letraset. 
Similarly there are now a number of kits In 
which alternative markings are included 
and a lot of these Include the present 
national markings carried by Luftwaffe air- 
craft. There is a considerable amount of 
readily available information on the G91T 
and study of photographs will quickly Indi- 
cate that there are many minor subtle 
changes in schemes, so rather than be too 
dogmatic it Is best perhaps to leave indi- 
vidual modellers to find a paint job which 
appeals to them. Useful reference material 
can be found In Profile No 119, The World’s 
Fighting Planes, by William Green, and Air- 
fix Magazine Guide No 2. □ 
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Infantry weapons in the new Multipose 
figure set described by Brian Burrell 


HAVING LOOKED at the small arms depicted 
in the Airfix 1 :32 scale Multipose US 
Marines and German Infantry kits, it is now 
the turn of the Japanese weapons which 
come with the soldiers In the latest addition 
to this excellent series. 

Determination and ruthlessness were the 
main ammunition of the Japanese fighting 
forces and to Allied armies they seemed 
Invincible as they rapidly added to their vic- 
tories in the Pacific, Burma and Malaya in 
the early 1940s. Their small arms were 
never as well made or supplied In the same 
quantities as British or American designs 
and all were rather odd-looking by com- 
parison. 

By 1944 Japan had overstretched its 
armies so this, together with exhausted 
munitions facilities and crippled lines of 
supply, was swaying the war heavily in the 
Allies’ favour. At this time the Japanese 
Infantryman was crying out for better 
sub-machine-guns, also automatic rifles 
like the US Ml Garand, but the homeland 
had none to offer. 

Progress was hindered by each branch 
of the services being responsible for 
developing Its own armaments without 
co-ordinating with the others. Coupled 
with this was the attempt to change from 
their existing 6.5 mm rifle and machine-gun 
ammunition to a heavier 7.7 mm round, 
which only just got under way as the war 
began and proved too much for Japanese 
factories to cope with. 

Before describing the arms in detail, it Is 
necessary to define the Japanese nomen- 
clature. The type number of other nation’s 
arms is the same as the year In which they 
are Introduced. Some numbers on 
Japanese weapons were based on the 
reign of the Emperor and his year in power 
at the time, whereas others were based on 
Japan’s calendar which differs from the 


Christian one. Of ail the small arms issued 
to the Infantryman, the rifles were the best 
of a fairly poor selection and It was these 
which became his mainstay in the Far East 
campaigns. 

The 6.5 mm cartridge was introduced in 
1897 along with the first Arisaka rifle and 
utilised the German Mauser bolt-action 
mechanism. Its first test was the Russo- 
Japanese war, and as a result a modified 
version appeared, being designated Type 
38. The reliable Mauser system was 
still there, but a new safety device 
was Incorporated into the firing pin and the 
result was now a strong, workmanlike rifle. 
It was just over 50 inches long with a non- 
detachable box magazine which took five 
charger-loaded rounds, a feature common 
to all Japanese World War 2 rifles. All-up 
weight was 9.25 lb and a long but well out- 
dated sword-type bayonet was Issued with 
It. 

There were a couple of unusual features 
incorporated in the Type 38, the first being 
a sliding bolt cover to keep out grit and 
mud. It proved too noisy when operated so 
the troops discarded it in battle. Two dif- 
ferent grenade launchers could be used on 
the rifle, each being Identical copies of 
German designs, but both functioned by 
means of a wooden cartridge which splin- 
tered when discharged. This must have 
caused confusion In the heart of battle, 
when no doubt It was confused with the 
genuine round. In any case the Allies used 
captured cartridges for propaganda pur- 
poses to indicate Japan was so short of 
ammunition that wooden bullets had to be 
issued. 

A shorter, lighter carbine version of the 
Type 38 was soon introduced, as was a 
paratroopers’ model. The latter was identi- 
cal to the carbine but sawn through, then 
hinged just behind the receiver, a system 



Japanese infantry corporal, 1942-1945, 
in tropical dress and carrying a 6.5 mm 
Type 38 rifle. This illustration, by Gerry 
Embleton, is just one of many in full- 
colour in Martin Windrow's book World 
War 2 Combat Uniforms and Insignia, 
published by Patrick Stephens Ltd. 


which proved cumbersome and weakened 
the overall construction. 

Type 44 was another short rifle with a 
permanently fixed folding bayonet. 
Another variant was Type 97, again much 
like Type 38 but issued with a telescopic 
sight for sniping purposes. The military 
boasted a high quality of marksmanship 


VT ' 



Left Infantryman with Type 38 rifle, mainstay of the Pacific campaigns. The sling fastened 
under the band around the stock and not higher up as shown here. Top Type 97 was a 
variation for snipers fitted with scope and monopod for pin-point shooting. Above The Type 
100 SMG came with a variation for paratroopers featuring a folding butt sawn then hinged 
just behind the trigger guard. 
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and indeed they took heavy toll of US 
forces from the high trees and cleverly 
constructed bunkers on the Philippine 
Islands. Type 97 was longer than the other 
rifles and as a result a folding wire 
monopod was fitted to the fore-end to 
assist pin-point accuracy. 

By far the main advantage of the 6.5 mm 
round was its small flash and low recoil 
which made it difficult to detect where a 
shot had come from, a nerve-racking 
experience for those on the receiving end. 
However, battle experience in some of the 
early Chinese campaigns had indicated 
that a heavier cartridge was needed for 
rifles and machine-guns and as a 7.7 mm 


round was already In its early production 
stage by 1939 it was decided to produce 
some rifles to fit it. 

Manufacture started on three basic 
types, of which small quantities filtered 
through to combat areas, but the demands 
were too much for Japan’s factories and 
they could not cope. They did, however, 
turn out millions of Type 38s, although 
quality deteriorated since good wood and 
metal became harder to find as the war 
progressed. Armament manufacturers had 
started experiments with self-loading rifles 
In 1922, but abandoned the project shortly 
afterwards. They should have continued 
the work rather than pursue two calibres of 



bolt-action weapon, which fell far short of 
Allied rifles In almost every way. 

There was little to compete with the 
sub-machine-gun for close-range jungle 
fighting. British and US forces were Issued 
with several types, making good use of 
them in Burma and the Pacific. The 
Japanese failed to appreciate the potential 
of the weapon, neglecting any real 
development until It was too late. 

The government purchased small quan- 
tities of a Swiss design, the 7.63 mm Berg- 
mann Model MP181, during the 1920s, 
some eventually being used by their Marine 
units at Bataan. Meanwhile, the Nambu 
Company was working on Its own designs 
utilising two different pistol rounds, the 
existing weak 8 mm type loaded In 50- 
round drums, and a new 6.5 mm cartridge 
packaged In 30-round box magazines. 
Progress was sluggish during the 1930s 
and several models were amended until 
1940 when the 6.5 mm Type 100 was 
adopted. 

Timber along with the metal formed the 
fairly expensive construction common to 
weapons of the period. It was over-long at 
34 Inches but comparatively light at just 
over 7 lb. A lot of effort went Into fitting a 
bayonet lug under the fore-end of the bar- 
rel and early Type 100s had an Inbuilt com- 
pensator. The 30-round magazine was 
housed on the left of the receiver feeding a 


blowback action working on automatic 
only at a slow rate of 450 rpm. Elaborate 
sights were part of the design with the rear 
one adjustable up to 1,500 metres which 
was a highly optimistic range. A bipod 
could be fitted to aid steady, sustained fire, 
but few were Issued or used. 

Paratroop divisions were issued with a 
special Type 100 with a folding butt. Again, 
like the Type 38 carbine, it was sawn 
through then hinged just behind the trigger 
guard and proved just as unsuccessful. The 
only occasion Type 100s seem to have 
been Issued In quantity was for the 
Japanese invasion of the Dutch oilfields In 
Sumatra. A much revised model was Intro- 
duced In 1944 with a simplified, more 
economical construction and realistic 
sights set up to 100 metres. It was a much 
better job than the original, but the effort 
came too late, production figures being 
8,000 units or less. It Is hard to say If the 
infantry’s campaigns would have been 
more successful had they had more sub- 
machine-guns but no doubt this, together 
with the lack of automatic rifles, hindered 
much progress. 

Any real progress was also Impossible In 
the manufacture of machine-guns because 
of the changeover from 6.5 mm to 7.7 mm 
cartridges. Many types of light machine- 
gun were In the pipeline at the same time 
which must have been a nightmare for ord- 
nance personnel. 

The starting point was for Japan to adopt 
some French Hotchkiss designs after the 
Russo-Japanese war. There was another 
model in 1914 and this and the earlier 
weapons were adapted to take the 6.5 mm 
round which was far too light for 
machine-guns. The Nambu factory then 
took responsibility for all future designs 
using the Hotchkiss as a basis. 

Type 11 appeared In 1922, gas-operated, 
fully automatic like all subsequent 
weapons of its type, 43.5 Inches long and 
weighing in at 22 lb. It came with a bipod or 
an elaborate heavy tripod. The magazine 
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was a weird hopper device on the receiver 
taking 30 rounds made up of five-round 
charger clips placed one on top of the 
other. 

Type 11 fired at 500 rpm and as it did so 
stripped each charger then ejected it with 
the empty cases. The cartridges had to be 
pre-oiled for the system to work properly 
and this attracted grit and sand by the ton 
which caused many malfunctions. Exces- 
sive costs during production led Nambu to 
look for something better. 

There then followed a series of weapons 
based on the Type 11 in both 6.5 mm and 
7.7 mm calibres. Types 91 and 97 appeared 
in 1931 and 1937 respectively. They were 
tank guns and at this point conventional 
box magazines were being introduced 
together with a series of telescopic sights. 
Many innovations from the Czech ZB 26 
light machine-guns were incorporated into 
the mechanisms, and belt-fed systems 
were also experimented with. 

One of the Type 11 variations was the 
Type 96 which appeared in 1936. It was 
lighter than its predecessor and at first 
glance looked a little like the British Bren 
Gun because of the 30-round curved 
magazine and carrying handle which sat on 
top of the receiver. Calibre was 6.5 mm 
again but the ammunition still had to be 
oiled so an impregnated magazine loader 
was introduced. The familiar finned barrel 
was there, being a quick-change type 
which was a blessing. A small telescopic 
sight was also available with some models. 

The 7.7 mm Type 99 was the last signific- 
ant LMG to be shipped to the Pacific. Intro- 
duced in 1939, It was much like the Type 96 
but heavier and by this time the oiled 
ammunition systems had been abandoned. 
One wonders how the Japanese ever 
started the war with so many types of light 
weapons to keep track of. 

Their standard sidearms were just as 
perplexing. Officers carried swords along 
with a pistol as a matter of tradition, using 
both to lead their troops in the notorious 
Banzai charges. The weapons were all 
automatics, and all later types fired the 
low-powered 8 mm Japanese pistol car- 
tridge and all were poorly made. Type 14, a 
1924 Nambu model, was the standard, of 
which there were several variations all 
looking a little like the German Luger. 

Airfix have chosen the Model 94 to Issue 
with the Multipose kit. It was originally 
Introduced In 1934 for the export market, 
but was so badly constructed no other 
nation took It, so It was eventually issued to 
the Infantry. The only way to describe the 
Model 94 is squat and ugly. It was also 
dangerous as its trigger mechanism was 
constructed so a chambered round could 
be discharged before the breech was closed 
and locked. An externally mounted exten- 
sion bar sear was located along the outer 
edge of the receiver which, if accidentally 
knocked, set off the first round in the 
breech. 

Six 8 mm cartridges were the standard 
load, but the empty magazine was difficult 
to withdraw as a platform attachment held 
the bolt in an open position so one was pul- 
ling against pressure exerted by both the 
bolt and the recoil spring. It was common prac- 
tice throughout World War 2 for troops to take 
and use captured enemy weapons, sometimes 
prefering them to their own. The same cannot 
be said for the Type 94. □ 


Grenadier 

Sergeant, 1780, modelled 

by Christopher Davies 

THIS CONVERSION is based on the Airfix 
British Grenadier kit and is a relatively sim- 
ple conversion which uses no parts 
other than those supplied with the kit. The 
■paper’ referred to for straps Is obtained by 
removing the backing from silver cigarette 
packet paper, doubling It over and gluing 
it with UHU for extra strength. 

The head and bearskin are constructed 
as shown In the kit. The bearskin plate 
design and the cords and tassel are 
scraped off. The Marines at this time wore a 
fouled anchor on an eight-pointed star 
which was slightly raised from the plate. To 
bring out the design, first paint the plate 
with gunmetal, then dry brush with silver. 

The rear of the bearskin is red as in the 
kit, but with a white fouled anchor painted 
in the centre. At the extreme base is a small 
white grenade. The hair was still worn 
powdered, tied with a black silk ribbon. 

The next stage is to construct the torso, 
which consists of a moulded waistcoat and 
jacket with tails. The print on which I have 
based my research shows the waistcoat to 
have slightly longer front panels. It has 
eight silver buttons. To lengthen the kit 
waistcoat with plastic card Is fairly simple, 
but do not do this until the legs are added 
as it helps to hide the join. In the meantime, 
scrape or file all button detail off the front 
of the jacket and add a black silk throat 
stock from filler or rolled-up paper. 

Now construct the legs. A short form of 
gaiter was worn in the Grenadier and light 
companies. It was pointed at the rear and 
was worn over light grey or white knee 



stockings. The short trousers had a strap 
and buckle just below the knee, with four 
buttons showing above the buckle. I make 
these buttons by first putting a blob of matt 
black paint, and then building up the but- 
ton with successive blobs of silver paint. To 
make the gaiters, simply cut down the kit 
ones, not forgetting the point at the rear. 
The strap and buckle are from plastic card. 
The legs are then cut at knee and thigh, 
repositioned and filled. When this is com- 
pleted, the waistcoat may be lengthened 
and a Sergeant’s crimson waist sash 
added. This was worn over the belt and has 
two hanging tassels on the left front hip. 

The jacket Is red, with white facings and 
cuffs. It has seven buttons on each side, 
with a further one on each side of the col- 
lar. The buttons are again silver with very 
simple buttonholes painted on in black. 

At this point the arms are added, remem- 
bering to file away all button detail and 
replacing it with three silver buttons and 
buttonholes. Parts 8 and 11 were used, 
being cut at the elbow and repositioned. 
This was also done with the hands. Also 
added at this point are two flap pockets at 
waist level on the jacket. They are red, 
edged all round in white with three white 
vertical stripes between the two outer 
edges. 

The equipment hangs on two cross 
straps. I use paper which I find hangs more 
naturally than the plastic card supplied 
with the kit. The paper is liberally coated 
with semi-gloss white paint. On the left hip 
hangs a combined sword and bayonet 
scabbard, the sword being the lower of the 
two. The holder is formed by bending the 
front cross strap over at the left hip, making 
a ‘V’ shape, and continuing the strap 
across the back to the rear of the left 
shoulder. In the ‘V’ are cemented the sword 
and bayonet scabbards. The fixing studs 
are built up In the same manner as buttons, 
but using brass paint. For simplicity, the kit 
sword was used, the blade being covered 
in thick semi-gloss black paint to cover the 
blood groove and represent the scabbard. 
Both scabbards have brass tips and the 
sword hilt is also of brass. On the right hip 
hangs a cartridge case which is again 
semi-gloss black. 

The epaulettes and wings from the kit are 
then cemented on to the shoulders. They 
are red, trimmed with white and with silver 
buttons. Sergeants wore white double 
cords which hung down from the right 
shoulder. I used fairly thick thread stuck 
with UHU glue. 

The musket from the kit is used, with a 
wide sling constructed from paper, and to 
complete the figure, light green grass mat 
is cemented to the base supplied and the 
figure cemented to the mat with UHU or a 
similar clear glue. 

Colour guide 

Bearskin — matt black, red at rear with 
white fouled anchor and grenade; jacket — 
red with white facings and silver buttons; 
waistcoat/trousers — off-white with silver 
buttons; stockings — white or light grey; 
gaiters — matt black with nine silver studs; 
shoes — semi-gloss black leather; cross 
straps/rifle sling — semi-gloss white 
leather. □ 
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By Michael J. F. Bowyer and John D. Rawlings 


UP 4 Squadron (c) 

On September 1 1945 605 Squadron was 
re-numbered 4 Squadron at Celle and the 
UP code was retained on its Mosquitoes 
and Vampires until 1951, eg, UP-F:VL728: 
Vampire FB 5 UP-A;WA120. 

UP 

There is also evidence of this code being 
used by a Wellington unit, possibly 1 1 OTU. 
eg, Wellington X UP-F;JA129. 

UQ 211 Squadron (c) 

This Middle East Blenheim squadron was 
coded UQ from the outbreak of war until at 
least the end of the Greek campaign in 
1941. eg. Blenheim I UQ-R:L6670 
UQ 

Allocated to No 1508 Flight, no known use. 

UQ 

Also evidence of use on Wellingtons in 
1941. 

US 56 Squadron (c) 

This famous fighter squadron used this 
code combination from September 3 1939 


until 1950 when It changed back to its 
pre-war red/white check markings, eg. 
Hurricane I US-W:P3702; Hurricane IIB 
US-M:Z3442; Typhoon lA US-L:R7599; 
Typhoon IB US-K:JR503; Spitfire IX US- 
H;ML189: Tempest V US-I:NV647; Meteor 
F3 US-H:EE271; Meteor F4 US-N:VT232. 
UT 461 Squadron (c) 

This RAAF Sunderland squadron operating 
over the Western Approaches of the Atlan- 
tic from Pembroke Dock, carried UT on Its 


aircraft towards the latter stages of World 
War 2, eg, Sunderland III UT-G:ML771 
UT 17 Squadron (c) 

This squadron was re-formed from 691 
Squadron at Chivenor on February 11 1949 
and was disbanded there two years later. 
Its aircraft, used for AAC duties, were 
coded UT, eg. Spitfire LF 16E UT-H:SM406; 
Beaufighter TT10 UT-7:RD771; Oxford T1 
UT-Y:NJ296; Harvard T2B UT-M:FX222. 

UU 61 OTU/226 OCU (c) 



Based at Heston, Red nail and later Keevil, 
this OTU trained fighter pilots from June 
1941 until July 1947. Then its aircraft were 
transferred to 226 OCU at Stradlshall and 
the codes retained for some years. Exam- 
ples are Spitfire VB UU-F:AB236; Spitfire 
XIV UU-B:SM896; Spitfire LF 16E UU- 
F:TE479; Spitfire FR 18E UU-Z:TP315; Spit- 
fire PR 19 UU-H:PM637; Spitfire F 22 UU- 
H:PK402; Mustang III UU-J:PX923; Meteor 
F8 UU-M:WH376; Meteor FR9 UU- 
C:WB137; Vampire Til UU-T:XE923. 

UV 460 Squadron (c) 

This RAAF bomber squadron was formed 
at Molesworth with Wellingtons on 
November 15 1941, changing to Hallfaxes 
and then Lancasters In 1942 and using the 
latter until October 1945. It used the code 
UV until May 1943 when, on moving to Bin- 
brook, the letters were changed to AR. 
Examples are: Wellington IV UV-U:Z1402; 
Halifax II UV-B:DT481; Lancaster I UV- 
U:ED421. 

Above left Mosquito VI NT181 of No 4 
Squadron photographed at West Mailing in 
1949 sporting blue codes outlined in yel- 
low. Left Hurricanes of 56 Squadron flying 
from North Weald early in 1940. Below 
Some of the same squadron’s early 
Typhoon IBs in 1942 
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although this is common among many 
commercial figures. It is doubly to be re- 
gretted In this case because the acces- 
sories are really rather good. Some of the 
most celebrated of all studies of anatomy 
were made In Italy; perhaps Italaerel can 
find a new Leonardo to help them out! 


Matchbox militaria 

MUCH THE same remark can be made about 
the latest trio of military kits from Match- 
box. These are the long-awaited M3A1 
‘Honey’; Morris C8 Mk II with Willys Jeep 
and 17 pdr gun; and SdKfz 11 half-track, 
BMW R75 motorcycle and 7.5 cm Pak 40, 
all in 1 :76 scale. 

Practically every manufacturer has now 
made a BMW, Jeep and Pak 40. and unfor- 


ESCI military vehicles 

JONES BROS of 56 Turnham Green Ter- 
race, London W4 9QW, have recently sent 
us three new ESCI 1 :35 scale military vehi- 
cle and gun kits. These are the 2 cm Flak 30 
light anti-aircraft gun and detachment, 
which retails for 85p; Demag SdKfz 10 light 
half-track with 7.5 cm M-18 Infantry how- 
itzer, priced at £3; and the same vehicle as 
SP mount for the Flak 30, also at £3. 

ESCI have already established an envi- 
able reputation for their 1 :72 and big 1 :9 
scale military kits and it Is pleasant to be 
able to say that the same high standards 
are being maintained in their comparatively 
new 1 :35 scale range. 

With this trio they have obviously kept 
tooling costs down by use of common 
components. In particular the marriage of 
the Demag half-track chassis with the Flak 
30. This has. however, led to a situation 
where the gun In the SdKfz 10/4 kit is 
moulded in dark grey plastic, as in the 
Individual kit, while the half-track parts are 
in a sand-coloured plastic. This means that 
the model will need a neutral undercoat if 
the final paint scheme Is not going to 
appear in two tones. 

Taking the little Flak 38 on its own first, 
this Is a straightforward model although 
the instruction sheet is a bit confusing In 
places and will need careful study before 
assembly commences. One comment here 
Is that ESCI could do well to take a leaf 
from Tamlya’s book and include a diagram 
of parts on their sprues to aid Identifica- 
tion. 

The kit includes four gun detachment 
figures and a very clear painting guide on 
the box. 

The Demag half-track is a delightful kit 
with crisp and highly detailed mouldings 
although, again, the Instructions are none 
too clear. In its basic form it comes with 
seats for the rear compartment and an 
optional simulated-canvas tilt. As is often 
the case the latter looks too ‘tidy’ and 
would be better replaced by a tilt made 
from fine drawing linen or similar on a 
scratch-built frame. In Its '10/4 guise the 
Demag has the same sand-coloured chas- 
sis and bonnet components but with a dif- 
ferent flat floor and folding sides to 
accommodate the Flak 30: like the gun, 
these are moulded in grey plastic! One very 
nice touch here Is the provision of a section 
of fine plastic mesh to simulate the wire 
mesh side panels on the original vehicle. 

The basic SdKfz 10 kit comes complete 
with five crew figures for the vehicle and a 
Feldgendarme in greatcoat, but the paint- 
ing instructions on the leaflet are imprecise 
and reference to a book on German 
uniforms will be required for the details. A 


crew for the 7.5 cm gun will have to be pur- 
chased separately or converted. 

Italaerei figures 

DEUTSCHES AFRIKA KORPS. Rather a mixture 
with some reasonable figures and some 
very bad ones. Generally speaking, the 
anatomical proportions are rather poor. 


Wff729623i 


Top right ESCI Demag half-track with Flak 
30. Centre right The same vehicle with 
towed 7.5 cm gun. Bottom right The basic 
vehicle. 
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Like the F-84G reviewed above, the Saab 
J 29 is moulded in the now familiar matt 
grey plastic and has very fine surface detail 
as well as a most praiseworthy fit of all 
components. 

Alternative nose sections are provided 
for a J 29 of the Swedish Air Force and an 
S 29 of the United Nations as used in the 
Congo. Naturally markings for both these 
aircraft are provided on the decal sheet on 
which the blue and yellow for the Swedish 
national markings look a little bright. Once 
again cockpit detail is adequate and the 
very clear canopy is moulded In two pieces. 

All-in-all this is a good kit of an unusual 
subject and makes a very pleasant change 
from the mass of F4s, F14s, F15s, Jaguars, 
etc, which have recently flooded the mar- 
ket. 


Heller figures 

WAFFEN-SS. This must be the first time that 
any manufacturer has made a set of 1:35 
scale figures of the Waffen-SS in camou- 
flage smocks, so this set Is something of a 
landmark. Perhaps the smocks are not 
quite baggy enough, but it Is pleasing that 
someone has actually attempted them at 
last. The wonder is that nobody thought of 
it before — although doubtless there will 
be some readers who disapprove on prin- 
ciple. 

The animation of the figures is good, but 
the rifles and other accessories are not as 
well detailed as they perhaps might have 
been. To produce rifles without triggers in 
this scale is really too simplified, especially 
when one compares them with some of the 
weapons manufactured by Italaerei, for 
example, which show just how much detail 
can be crammed Into a small component. 

Modellers requiring examples of the 
actual camouflage schemes used will find 
the Fosten/Marrion Waffen-SS title pub- 
lished by Almark a useful and Inexpensive 
reference, or alternatively — since its 
scope Is wider — Windrow and Embleton’s 
World War 2 Combat Uniforms and Insig- 
nia, published by Patrick Stephens. 

GROUPE PARACHUTISTES. This Is a group of 
three German Fallschirmjager, all of whom 
are wearing ankle boots and gaiters — 
suggesting a period In the later part of the 
war when these troops were used as Infan- 
try. The figures are, again, well animated — 
they look more like real men than most 
offerings in 1 :35 scale. Once more, how- 
ever, the weapons could be improved. Even 
so. It is refreshing to see figures which do 
not have to be virtually re-made before they 
resemble human beings! 

For painting reference the Wind- 
row/Embleton book mentioned above 
provides some details though a more 
detailed study is the Arms & Armour Press 
Key Uniform Guide German Parachute 
Forces. 

Heller Saab J 29 

THE SECOND post-war jet to come from the 
Heller stable Is the rotund Saab J 29, which 
to this reviewer’s knowledge, has never 
been kitted before except in a rather poor 
vac-form. The release of such a model 
shows that Heller are prepared to risk a lot 
In producing kits of aircraft which are 
perhaps not well known among the mass 
market we are often told is the manufactur- 
ers’ bread-and-butter. The out-and-out 
enthusiast will be eternally grateful to the 
French company and no doubt will show 
his appreciation by buying several such 
kits thus making It worthwhile and in turn, 
encouraging the producers to go on look- 
ing for other rare subjects. 


PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS 


ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S 


ITALAEREI A/C KITS 

Henschel HS-126 
RF-84F Thundertlash 
Caproni CA/311 
Junkers JU 86 D-1 
Airspeed Horsa 
Junkers JU-86E I/E2 
Heinkel HE III H-6 
Dormer Do 21 /K*i 
Junkers JU-188 
Fiat BR-20/20M 
Waco C64 Hadrian 
JU-52/3m (g5-g9) inci fits 
Gotha Go 242/244 
N.A. B-25B Mitchell 
Cant Z 501 F. Boat 
JU-52/3m (05-09) incI Skis 
Dornier Do 24T 
HE. IlIZZwilling 
ME. 321 Gigant Glider 
ME. 323 D-1 

HASEGAWA A/C KITS 

Lockheed T-33A 
Curtiss SO C-3 Seagull 
N.A. F-86F Sabre 
Heinkel HE-51 A-1 
F-5A Freedom Fighter 
T38A (F-58j Talon 
S. Spitfire Mk. I 
P-51D Mustang 
Ki-44 Shoki (Tojo) 

Ki-61 Hien (Tony) 

FW 190A-5/7 
FW 190D-9 
ME.BF 109E-4/7 
ME109G 

P-40E/Kittyhawk lA 
P-40N Warhawk 
P-47D Razorback 
P-47D Bubbictop 
Cessna A-37A 
G-OV-10A Bronco 
Fuji T-IA Trainer 
Heinkel HE 51 B-2 
C. Seagull Floatplane 
Bell UH-ID Iroquois 
M1G-17E/D 'Fresco' 

A6M3 Mod. 32 Zero 
A6M2 Zero 
BAC Lightning 6 
T-34A Mentor 

L. F.-104G Starfighter 

G. 0V-1A Mohawk 
Aichi E 13A -Jake' 

H. S. Harrier Mk I 
A4E/F Skyhawk 
Type 94-1 Alt’ 

Mitsubishi MU-2S 
Mitsubishi MU-2J 
G.D. F-16A 

R.F. 105D Thunderchief 
AJ-37 Viggen 
A-7A Corsair II 
F-100 D Super Sabre 
F-15 Eagle 
RF 101c Voodoo 
Ki-15-1 Babs 
P-38F/J/L Lightning 
F-106 Delta Dart 
F-102A Delta Dagger 
B5N2 Kate 
Ki-27A/B Nate 
Ki-51 Sonia 
A6M5C Zero 
A6M3 model 22 Zero 

M. J2M3 Raiden 
K N1K2.J George 
RA-5C Vigilante 
G.A.6A Intruder 
S2F-1 (S-2A) Tracker 
F-4E Phantom 
MIG-23 Rogger 
MIG-25 Foxbat 

M. G5M1 Betty 
G. F-14A Tomcat 

K. Ki-48 Lily 
F-105B Thunderchief 
B-17G Fortress 

B-1 7F Fortress 

L. P2V7 Neptune 

N. G8N1 Rita 
K.H8K2 Emily 

K. H6K5 Mavis 
B-47E Stratojet 
Shinmeiwa PS-1 
ME. 163 Komet 
P-26A Peashooter 
ME. BF-109E 
F.W. 190A 
P.51D Mustang 

Me. D/D A4E/F Skvhawk 

L. F104 G/J Starfighter 
REVELL A/C KITS 
N. Ki-49 Helen 

M. Ki-21 Sally 

Y. P1Y1/2 Francis 

N. J/Ni-S Gekko 


L. S. A/C KITS 
Ki-15 I Babs 
Ki-15-ll Babs 
C5M2 Babs 

Y. K5Y1 Willow L/Plane 
Y.K5Y2 Willow F/Plane 
M KI-46-II Dinah 

M. Ki-46-lll Dinah 
M.Ki-46-ll KAI Op. Tr. 
M.Ki-46-lll KAI Int. Fr 
M. Civil •Nell7L3Yl 
M.G3M1 'Nell' 

M.G3M3 Nell' 

Ki-67 Torpedo Bomber 
Ki-109 Exp. Fighter 
Ki-67 Peggy' Bomber 
SUPERMODEL A/C KITS 
Macchi MC 202 
Macchi MC. 205 
Reggiane RE-2002 
FROG A/C KITS 
F6F Hellcat F. Mk. I 
P-40B Tomahawk 
P51A Mustang II 
Heinkel HE. 162 
Lavochkin LA-7 
H. Typhoon IB (Bubble) 

O. H. Gypsy Moth 
G. Gladiator 
Wildcat Mk. IV 
Hurricane He 

W. Wessex Mk. I 
V. Vengeance Mk. il 
Swordfish Mk. I 
ME 262A 
Hunter FGA 9 
Sea Venom FAW 21 
F. Gannet AS 1/4 

P. 38J Lightning 

F. Barracuda Mk. II 
Junkers JU-87G 

G. Avenger II TBF I 
F. Firefly Mk I 
P-47D Bubbletop 
Typhoon IB (framed) 

Mirage \W0 
Tupolev SB2 

M. Maryland 
Dornier 335 A-6/A-1? 
Beaufighter Mk. 21 
Westland Lynx 

BAC Lightning F6 

N. A. Mitchell II 
F-4K M Phantom 
Buccaneer S.2A 
Canberra B(1) Mk. 8 
HELLER A/C KITS 
Polikarpov 1-153 
Yak-3 

ME 262B-1a/U1 
FW. 190A-8/F-3 
P-47N Thunderbolt 
Bloch 152 
Dewoitine 0-520 
Caudron 714 
Les Mureaux 117 
Morane MS 225 
Morane MS 230 
Morane MS 406 
Alpha Jet 

H. Hurricane He 
Dewoitine D. 500/501 

F. W. Slosser 
P.39 Q/N Airacobra 
ME 109K 
Fi-156C-3 Storch 
F4U-1D Corsair 
ME Bf1088 Taitun 
BU 133 Jungmeister 
F6F-5 Hellcat 

ME 109G 

R. F. -846 Thunderjet 
ME.Bf109 B/C 

ME Bf109E-3 

S. Spitfire Vb 
ME 163 Komet 
Arado AR96 
PZL P-llc 
SAAB J29 
N.A.T.-6G Texan 

G. Gladiator 

H. Tempest Mk V 

Fieseler F1 103 1 

Bachem BA 349A / 

Potez 631 

Potez 63-11 
Brequet 693 
Ltore 45 

Mirage HIE/R/5B 
Jaguar A/E 
Leo 451 
Bloch 174 
Potez 540 

AJ37/SK37/SF37 Viggen 
J35F/RF35/TF35 Draken 
F8E(FN) Crusader 


RAREPLANES VACFORMS A/C 
P-51H Fuselage 1/72 60p 

B.F4B-3. C.P.1 Fuselages 1/72 60p 

F-86H Fuselage 1/72 60p 

S. Snipe 1/72 El .25 

Thomas Morse S-4C 1/72 £1.25 

Bell 206 Jetranger t/72 £1.25 

Stinson Sentinel 1/72 £1.25 

5. Spiteful 1/72 £1.25 

Rep. P43A Lancer 1/72 £1.25 

Heinkel HE-112-0 1/72 £1.25 

Ryan ST/PT Trainers 1/72 £1.25 

Severskey P-35 1/72 £1.25 

Curtiss-Wright Demon 1/72 £1.25 

Breda BA-65 1/72 £1.25 

Grumman F3F-1/2 1/72 £1.25 

N.A. F-860 Sabre 1/72 £1.50 

Lockheed Vega 1/72 £1.50 

SB2U Vindicator 1/72 £1.50 

Curtiss A-8 Shrike 1/72 £1.50 

N.A. 17 Nomad 1/72 £1.50 

B.P. 59 Airacomet 1/72 £1.50 

SBC-3/4 Helldiver 1/72 £1.50 

Curtiss A-1 2 Shrike 1/72 £1.50 

D.0.-43 Observations 1/72 £1.50 

Fairey Fulmar l/H 1/72 £1.50 

R.F.-84G Thunderjet 1/72 £1.50 

A. FJ-1 Fury 1/72 £1.50 

S SeafireF-47 1/72 £1.50 

R.P.47N Thunderbolt 1/72 £1.50 

B. C. 45 Expeditor 1/72 £1.80 

Martin B-1 0 1/72 £1.80 

D.H. Rapide (Dominei 1/72 £1.80 

Fokker (fl Reaper 1/72 £2.00 

McDonnell XP-67 1/72 £2.00 

L. Ventura 1/72 £2.50 

Super Constellation inci. extra 

fetsforEC-1210andWV.21/72 £4.50 
Douglas DC4/C54 1/72 £4.50 

YB-17 F. Fortress with 
extra fuselage for B-17D t/72 £4.50 

monogram A/C KITS 
Curtiss P6E bipe 1/72 79p 

Curtiss Fllc-2 bipe 1/72 79p 

Boeing F4B-4 bipe 1/72 79p 

Curtiss P-36A 1/72 79p 

6. F8F Bearcat 1/72 79p 

P-51 B Mustang 1/72 79p 

AH-1G Huey Cobra 1/72 79p 

D.AI-E Skyraider 1/72 £1.15 

Me BFlIdE 1/72 £1.15 

G.F.-7F Tigercat 1/72 £1.15 

G.D. F-16 1/72 £1.45 

F-82G Twin Mustang 1/72 £1.75 

HU-16E Albatross 1/72 £2.35 

Fairchild A-10 1/72 £2.35 

Me. D/D F-15A Eagle 1/72 £2.35 

B-52D Stratofortress 1/72 £9.45 

P-51B Mustang 1/48 £1.15 

Typhoon IB 1/48 £1.75 

P-47D Razorback 1/48 £1.75 

P.80 Shooting Star 1/48 £2.35 

HASEGAWA AFV KITS 

1. WillysJeep 1/72 60p 

2. 155 mm M.2 Gun 1/72 60p 

3. Stuart Mk. 1 1/72 60p 

4. M3 Lee Mk. 1 1/72 60p 

5. M3 Grant Mk. 1 1/72 60p 

6. M3A1 H. Track 1/72 60p 

7. M4A-I H. Track T/72 60p 

8. Tiger I.E 1/72 60p 

9. Panther G. 1/72 60p 

10. 88 mm. Flak 18 1/72 60p 

11. Sd. Kfz 7 H. Track 1/72 60p 

12. Kubelwagen and BMW 

Combination 1/72 60p 

13. Schwimmwagen and 

Kettenkrad 1/72 60p 

14. Sd. Kfz 7/1 with 4AA 1/72 60p 

15. M-4 (A3E8) Sherman 1/72 60p 

16. TX-40 Fuel Truck 1/72 60p 

17. Toyota Starter Truck 1/72 60p 

18. Sd. Kfz 7/2 37 mm AA 1/72 60p 

19. M-24 Chaffee 1/72 eOp 

20. G.M.C. Personnel C. 1/72 60p 

21 G.M C. Gas Truck 1/72 60p 

22. G M C. Dump Truck 1/72 60p 

23. M5 Tractor 1/72 60p 

24. Daimler II A. Car 1/72 80p 

25. Humber H A. Car 1/72 60p 

26. Crusader Mk. Ill 1/72 80p 

27. Churchill Mk. VII 1/72 60p 

28. Leopold Rail Gun 1/72 £3.45 

29 Mercedes B.G4 1/72 60p 

30. Check Point Set 1/72 60p 

31 . Oil Drums/Cans/ 

Tent^Vall/Set 1/72 60p 

32. Morser Karl 

600 mm R. Gun 1/72 £3.75 

33. Morser Kart with 

munitions Panzer IV 1/72 £3.75 


mUUCLUtUAL UCUML5 i/72 scale 

All listed sets available: 

3. N.A. F-100D Super Sabre (lour alternabves in USAF service). 

6. U.S. Navy. F4U-1A Corsair. VF-17. SB2C-3 Helldiver. 0S2U-3 Kingfisher. 

10. USAF-S.E. Asia RF-101C. F-105D. A-IH and EC-47N. 

19. West German Air Force and Navy. RF-4E Phantom. AG51 or 52. F-84F. 
Thunderstreak. Jabo 33; RF-84F Thunderflash. A(i51. Sea King Mk. 41. 

21. A-4E Skyhawks VMA-311 VA-9A. A-4F Skyhawk. VA-164. Skyraider. VA-65. 

22. A-7D ^rsairs. 356 TFS. 354 TFW. . 49 TFS. 355 TFW.. with alternative decals for 
357 TFS. 355 TFW. r-33A. 50 TFW. and F-86A Sabre. 116 FIS 

23. Phantom F.G.1. 43 Sqn. Harrier G.R.1A. 3 Sqn. Lightning F.2A. 92 Sqn. All RAF. 
CF104 Starfighter 421 Sqn. C.A.F. 

24. RAF Hunter F.6. 79 Sqn. Phantom F.6.R.2 41 Sqn. Sea Venom F.A.W.21 809 
Sqn. Sea Venom F.A.W.21 890 Son. F.A.A. Wyvern S.4. 831 Sqn. F.A.A. 

25. Lightning F.2A. 19 Sqn.. Canberra B(1)8 16 Sqn.. Havard T.2B. 500 Sqn. Hunter 
FfaA.O. 45 Sqn. All RAF. 

28. Buccaneer S2B. 15 Sqn. Hunter F(^.9. 58 Sqn.. Canberra B.2 10 Sqn.. Gazelle 
C.F.S. All RAF-R.N. Gazelle HT2. 

27. Canberra T4. 231 OCU. RAF. Cottesmore 1974. Hunter T7. 4TFS. RAF. 1973 (or 
56 Sqn. 1962). F^hantom FGR.2. Ill Sqn RAF. Coningsby. 1974. Buccaneer 
S2A. 208 Son. RAF Honington. 1974. 

28. Canberra El 5. 98 Son. RAF. 1974. Hunter T8. 764 Sqn. FAA, 1964. Lightning 
F3. 29 Sqn. RAF. 1971. Jet Provost T5. 3FTS. "The Swords " RAF Leeming. 

1974. (Serials provided to make any one of Team). 

29. BAC-SEP Jaguar GR1. 14 Sqn. RAF. 1975. BAC-SEP Jaguar T.2. 14 Sqn. RAF. 

1975. Rep. F-84F Thunderstreak. 314 Sqn. Dutch A/F. Rep. RF-84F Thunder- 
flash. 717 Sqn. Norwegian A/F. L. C-130H. Hercules. 721 Sqn. Danish A/F. 1975. 

30. G. US-2N Tracker. 320 Sqn. Dutch Naval A/S. G. Javelin FAW.8. Can be finished 
for either 41 Sqn. RAF or 85 Sqn. RAF. 1963. BAC-SEP Jaguar GRl. 17 Sqn. 
RAF. 1975. BAC-SEP. Jaguar T.2. 17 Sqn. RAF.* 1975. Phantom FGR.2. 29 Sqn. 
RAF. 1975. 

31. H. Fury I. K5673. 1 Sqn. RAF. Tangmere. 1937. B. Bulldog HA. K2151. 23 Sqn. 
RAF Kenley. 1932. G. Gladiator I. K8027. 87 Sqn. RAF. Debden. 1938. A.W. 
Siskin IIIA. J8959. 43 Sqn. RAF. Tangmere. 1930. 

32. H.S. Sea Vixen FAW.2. XP923. 766 Sqn. FAA. May 1968. or 890 sqn. FAA. Sept. 
1968. Additional emblems and part serials included also for machines of 892. 
893. 899 Sqns. and R.N.A.Y. Sydenham. Super Mystere B2. E C. 2/1 2 I'Armee 
de I’Air. 1971. F-100D Super Sabre. 727 Sqn. R. Danish A/F. 1973 Scpecat 
Jaguar A or E. 7 Esc. L'Armee De I’Air. 74-75. 

33. British a/c post-war serial letters (black). 16 in. 18 in. 20 in and 24 in heights. 
Examples of types using these sizes: Sabre. Jaguar. Hunter, Lightning, Vampire. 

34. British a/c post-war serial letters (black). 30 in, 36 in. 48 in heights. Examples of 
types using these sizes; Gannet, Mosquito. Phantom, Canberra. 

35. British a/c post-war serial numerals (black). To be used with Sets 33 and 34. 

36. British a/c post-war fuselage serial letters and numerals (black). 8 in height. 
Variations in design included to cover various styles. Also includes a few 4 in 
"Royal Naw ". plus 8 in and 12 in dittos, and "Royal Air Force '. 

37. Phantom FfSR 2, 56 Sqn. RAF. 1976, with optional markings for 2 Sqn. RAF. 
1971. Sabre FI. 20 Sqn. 2nd TAF RAF. 1955. Mirage 111E.E.C.2/4. L’Armee de 
I'Air 1976, CM170 Magister. L Armee de I Air, with optional markings included. 
F-111E. 20th. TFW. USAF Upper Heyford. 1976. as at Greenham (^mmon dis- 
play. 

38. Provost T1, 1FTS. XF559 as Sept. '59 and April '60. F-84F Thunderstreak, 2nd 
F.B. wing. Belgian A/F. 1956. Mirage M5F. E C. 3/13, L’Armee de I'Air 1973. 
S.A. Bulldog Tl. London UAS and 2FTS RAF 1974. Vampire FB.9 8 Sqn. RAF. 
Jaquar GRl. 2 Sqn. RAF, 1976. 

39. WW2 British roundels and fin flashes, types A and A1 . Type A diameters: 25. 30. 
35. 40. 42. 45 inches. Type A1 diameters: 20, 28. 30. 34. 35. 42. 45.5 inches. 
Fin flash widths; 15. 18. 21 inches. 

40. WW2 British roundels and fin flashes, types A. A1. C and Cl. Type A diamet- 
ers: 45. 50 inches. Type A1 diameters: 49, 56 inches. Type C diameters: 40. 63 
inches. Type Cl diameter; 54 inches. Type A fin flash widths: 9. 12. 24, 27. 36 
inches. Type C width; 54 inches. 

41. WW2 British roundels and fin flashes, types C and Cl . Type C diameters: 16. 32, 
48. 50. 54, 56 inches. Type Cl diameters: 18, 36 inches. Fin flash widths: 12, 
24. 36 inches. 

42. WW2 Brrtish roundels, type B. Diameters: 15. 25. 30. 32. 35. 40. 44. 48. 49. 
50. 54. 56. 59. 63. 66.5 inches. 

43. F-4EJ Phantom, 302 Sqn. Jap. ASDF plus emblems and serials for 301 Son 
alternative. Jaguar GRl, 41 Sqn. RAF 1977. Jaguar GRl. 20 ^n, RAF. 1977. 
F/TF/RF-104G Starfighter, Dutch Air Force, choice from either 306 Sqn. 311 
Sqn. 312 Sqn. VIbVKL. or "Dutch Masters". F-84F Thunderstreak. E C. 1/9. 
L'Armee de I'Air. 1961. 

44. I-1U4J/UJ Starfighter, Jap. ASDF. choice from either 202’3’4'5’6 Sqns. Phantom 
FG.1. 892 Sqn. FAA. 1977. either XV567 "002 " or XV568 "003 " can be model- 
led. both with "Silver Jubilee " markings. W.Lynx. Dutch Naval Air Service, 
1977. AD4-N Skyraider. choice from Esc.1/20. Esc. 1/21. Esc.2/20. L'Armee 
de I'Air. 

45. Greenham Common 1977 (1)'. Liohtnino F3 XP764 or XR720. or F6 XR754. all 
11 Sqn. RAF. Mirage F1C. E C. 1/12 L'Armee De I'Air. F-5A(G) 336 Sqn. Jokers’ 
R. Norwegian A/F. four alternatives. Sea King HAS 50. 817 Sqn. H. Australian 
Navy. Hawk Tl XX164 or XX165. C.F.S. RAF. 

48. Greenham Common 1977 (2)’. Harrier GR3 XV753 or XV756 or XV759. 233 OCU 
KAF. Jaguar UKi xx/bu or XX/b6. 226 OCU RAF.Mirage 5BA 3rd Wing. Belgian 
A/F. Super Mystere B2. E C. 1/12 L’Armee De I’Air. plus a camouflaged alterna- 
tive. F 4F Phantom. 37 -*-69 or 38-1-57. Jabo 36. Luftwaffe. 

SETS 45, 46, NOT available until late August 

Sets 39-42 give a comprehensive selection of standard styles and sizes of national 
markings as carried by British militaiy aircraft of small to medium size during the 
1938-4/ period. Total content is 31 () roundels and 60 inches (app.) of assorted 
widths flashing. 


Tamiya Crocodile 

ONE OF THE best-known Tunnies’ usetj 
after D-Day was the Churchill flame- 
throwing tank code-named ‘Crocodile’, 
and Tamiya are now making more mileage 
out of their earlier Churchill Mk VII by 
re-releasing it with an additional sprue of 
parts for the flame gun, towing link and 
trailer. 

Everything which can be said about the 
quality of Tamiya AFV kits already has, so It 
is merely sufficient to say that this kit Is well 
up to scratch. 

The assembly instructions are clear 
despite the usual rather curious — and 
often humorous — anglicisms of the 
Japanese text, and a comprehensive decal 
sheet provides markings for either the 79th 
or 34th armoured Division. Recommended. 


Top ESCI Hs 123 Centre Hs 129. Bottom 
Heller Saab J 29. 


tunately Matchbox will not score many 
points for their rather over-simplified offer- 
ings. In fact the quality of the mouldings as 
a whole Is rather mixed: there is some fine 
detail on components such as the jerricans 
provided with the SdKfz 11 kit, but other 
parts lack crispness and fine definition. 
Obviously, on these smaller vehicles and 
weapons, many parts have to be over-scale 
In thickness (eg, door panels and gun 
shields) but others also suffer from a cer- 
tain ‘heavy’ quality. In addition, the serious 
modeller will certainly drill out certain 
parts, for example the wheels on the SdKfz 


ESCI Hs 129 

THERE CAN now be little doubt that the 
resurgence of 1 :48 scale is in more than full 
swing. Already attractive models from 
Monogram, Revell and the promised 
releases from Airfix, have set many a 
modeller’s pulse racing, and in some cases 
even really staunch advocates of 1 :72 are 
being tempted like Adam was In the Garden 
of Eden. The apple’ which might well gain 
the favours of Luftwaffe enthusiasts Is the 
ESCI release of the pugnacious HS 129. 
This robust ground-support aircraft has 
always been a popular subject and in 1 :48 
scale It seems to gain in stature. 

At first glance there seem to be only a 
few very simple pieces to this kit, but closer 
examination quickly reveals that first 
impressions can often be misleading. 

The components have very fine surface 
detail and there Is a wealth of value In the 
many small pieces which go to make this 
an outstanding 1 :48 scale kit. Of particular 
note are the very fine engine cowlings, the 
delicate loop aerial, hollowed out alterna- 
tive exhausts and full cockpit detail, which 
can be added to If necessary, although due 
to the very small transparency not a lot will 
be seen. 

Alternative parts for four versions are 
provided and the decal sheet Includes 
markings for any one of the four. The sheet 
in our sample was very accurate In colour 
and register and Includes an instrument 
panel. 

As with any model there is room tor 
Improvement and areas In which the top 
modeller will want to add his Individual 


Having made the above comments, it 
must be said that quite the reverse applies 
on other parts In these kits — for example, 
the crew figures where, apart from a little 
flash, the mouldings are very crisp: and the 
excellent textured finish of the tilt for the 
half-track. 

As Is usual with Matchbox models, all 
these kits are moulded in various colours 
of plastic, which will necessitate under- 
coating and hence hide detail. Against this, 
the customary provision of mini-diorama 
bases is an attractive idea. 

Two choices of decals are provided for 
each kit together with explicit painting 
instructions and very clear assembly leaf- 
lets. Overall verdict — mixed, but the sim- 
ple Introduction of some of these subjects 
in model form Is very welcome. 


MODELDECAL' style fully illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations and 
full-colour scheme details, is included with all Modeldecal decals (except sets Nos. 
33-36. 39-42 inci) and commencing with set No. 19. a selection of photographs is also 
included (excl 33-36. 39-42). 


Tamiya’ s Churchill Crocodile in 1:35 scale. 


PRICES: Sets 3, 6, 10 S2p each. Sets 19 to 22 60p each. Sets 23 to 32 70p each. 
Sets 33 to 36 3Sp each. Sets 37, 38 75p each. Sets 39 to 42 58p each. 
Sets 43 to 46 75p each. 

Postage on all decals: UK Rates Up to 2 sets 17p, 3 and over 20p. 

Overseas (surface): Up to 3 sets 2Sp, up to 10 sots 50p, up to 20 sets 97p. 
Please make cheques and P.O's payable to MODELTOYS. 


POSTAL SERVICE 

Postage and Packing. UK rates 
(Books and Decals see special rates). 
Upto70p. 25p Upto £1.50. 35p 
Up to £3.00. Mp Up to £5.00, 80p 
Up to £7.50. £1 .00 Up to £10.00. £1.15 
Up to £1 5.00. £1 .30 Up to £20.00. £1 .50 
Over £20.00 POST FREE 
Please make cheques and P.O.'s pay- 
able to MODELTOYS 
S.A.E. with all enquiries please. 


S.A. DECALS 1/72 Scale Price 65p 

No. 1. South African Air Force current style Nat. Insignia in diameters of 18. 24. 30. 36. 
48. 54 . 66 inches, printed with correct gold coloured Springbok. Also includes fin flashing, 
and black serial numbering in 8 and 24 inch heights, plus small black "KEEP OFF " instruc- 
tions in both languages, and S.A. Lugma G/S.A. Air Force in blue 


OVERSEAS TRADERS. These decals are already stocked by traders in many 
countries, immediate supplies with full terms. Details on request 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30 13.30-17.30 Mon.-Sat. Closed Weds 


S46 Kingston Rd Portsmouth 

^ Tel. Portsmouth 61469 
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touch, but even the tyro if he tackles the 
assembly with care, is going to end up with 
a model of which he can be justly proud. 

ESCI Hs 123 

THOSE MODELLERS to whom biplanes rep- 
resent the epitome of aviation will surely 
welcome what to them Is a very rare occa- 
sion; the release of a 1 :48 twin-wing crea- 
tion with a fan on the front. The subject Is 
the Hs 123 of World War 2 fame which has 
already proved popular in 1 :72 scale, due 
no doubt to Its warlike pretentions which, 
the marketing people are always quick to 
point out, sells models to the pocket money 
brigade. It seems unlikely that a kit which is 
likely to retail around the £2.00 mark is 
going to find many takers in this alleged 
money spinning area, but it is still likely to 
become a best-seller. Maybe there Is a test 
case here worth analysing? 

The model Is moulded in a grey plastic 
and although the simulated fabric covering 
does not really look convincing, it is 
acceptable once paint has been applied. 
The interior comes complete with seat, 
control column, rudder pedals and side 
consoles, all of which can be titivated to a 
greater or lesser degree to achieve the 
effect strived for by the individual. Similarly 
there is a lot of scope around the engine 
and Its bay and effort here will not be 
wasted since the very nature of the crisply 
moulded cowling will draw attention to this 
area. 

Interplane struts needed filler in one or 
two places to hide sink marks but this is a 
small price to pay for what can be turned 
into a showpiece. 

Markings for an A-1 used by the Legion 
Condor or by LL/SG 2 are provided and 
these also include an Instrument panel. 

ESCI are to be congratulated on their 
choice of subjects for their first three 
releases in 1 :48 scale, and these two cer- 
tainly look to be a class above the MRCA 
Tornado, which In some respects was dis- 
appointing. The A-10 and Mirage featured 
on the present models’ box art are looked 
forward to with great anticipation. 

Diesel loco 

NEW TO Hornby Railways 00 gauge scale 
model range Is the BR Class 29 Type 2 
Bo-Bo diesel-electric locomotive which is 
available in either green livery (catalogue 
No RO80) or blue (R084). 

The Class 29 was one of the earlier diesel 
designs to be introduced on to the BR net- 
work and the first of the 29 locomotives 
appeared from the North British Glasgow 
works In 1959. The small but distinctive 
Paxman-engined locomotives, with their 
characteristic ‘sad-eyed’ look, started their 
working lives on the suburban lines out of 
King’s Cross but soon found their way back 
to Scotland^ where they were employed 
principally on local passenger duties. 

The two Hornby models faithfully recap- 
ture the prototype with its intricate grille 
work and bogie frame detail. The models 
are powered by a Silver Seal RIngfleld 
motor and include the standard Hornby 
features of fully detailed cab interiors and a 
realistic semi-matt finish. 

In common with all Hornby bogled 
diesels, both the trailing and motor bogies 
have electrical pick-ups which ensure 
smooth running over dead sections. 

The suggested retail price of these 
Hornby locomotives Is £9.95 each. 


Aviation 

The Mosquito Manual — RAF Museum 
Series, General Editor John Tanner, Direc- 
tor of the RAF Museum. Arms and Armour 
Press, 2-6 Hampstead High Street, London 
NW3 1 PR. Price £7.95. 

THIS IS the latest volume in the series of 
reproductions of Air Publications drawn up 
during the war for maintenance of Royal 
Air Force operated aircraft. 

It concerns itself with the Mosquito Mk II 
fighter and two derivatives lesser known, 
the Mk XII and Mk XVII which had nose 
radomes in place of machine guns. 

Without doubt the most interesting items 
for model makers are the diagrams of many 
parts of the aircraft. The cockpit layouts 
depicted will aid detail work, and the 
undercarriage notes are likely to be useful. 
Many features of the design are shown in 
detail, so that nobody who models a Mk II 
or the others dealt with will have any ex- 
cuse for not producing an accurate model. 

These books are hardly of the bedtime 
story variety. Indeed, If your wife catches 
you in bed with this book she may assume 
all sorts of things have happened to you. 
These volumes are delightful to obtain if 
you remember how difficult it was to 
smuggle one out during the war. Perhaps 
that’s one of the most satisfying aspects of 
having them! 

Komet: The Me 163, by Jeffrey L. Ethell. Ian 
Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price £6.50. 

STUDENTS OF the Luftwaffe in World 
War 2 as well as aviation enthusiasts in 
general will find much to interest them In 
Jeffrey Ethell’s book about the legendary 
Me 163 rocket-powered Interceptor. 

In the past much has been written about 
the diminutive aeroplane which was appar- 
ently as lethal to friend as it was to foe, but 
at last someone has put everything Into the 
right perspective and come up with an 
accurate as well as entertaining and well- 
written account. 

The book has many previously unpub- 
lished pictures and some very good colour 
profiles and unit badges. There are several 
appendices covering everything from the 
technical specification to individual his- 
tories; a useful bibliography completes the 
reference section. 

This is a book which can be strongly 
recommended even If the asking price of 
£6.50 does seem a little steep for 160 
pages. 

Soviet Aircraft of Today, by NIco Sgarlato. 
Arms and Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead 
High Street, London NW3. Price £4.95. 

AS A QUICK guide containing line drawings 
and some useful photographs this book is 
worth having, but as a work of literature it 
hasn’t left the primary school. 


It is obvious that the book has been 
translated (very poorly) from Italian but this 
does not excuse the spelling, poor gram- 
mar and factual errors, all of which should 
surely have been picked up at the proof 
reading stage. In places it is impossible to 
understand just what the author is trying to 
say despite reading the paragraphs con- 
cerned several times. On page 3 we find a 
sentence starting ‘Tanks to the ever con- 
stant role . . .’; this should be ‘Thanks . . .’, 
a very basic mistake which Is by no means 
In Isolation. On page 53 we are told that 
Lieutenant Belenko defected In his MiG 25 
in September 19671; most enthusiasts will 
appreciate that this is a transposition of the 
last two numbers and should be 1976, but 
why ever was it not picked up? Slapdash 
editing like this leads one to wonder if 
some of the accumulated facts might not 
also be suspect. 

Having said all that, if you are prepared 
to pay £4.95 for a book in which the text is 
an insult to the English language, you will 
get some nice photographs, useful tables, 
good line drawings and indifferent colour 
profiles. If your thing is Soviet aircraft you 
might well be tempted, otherwise it might 
well be worth while waiting until someone 
tackles the subject in a more professional 
way. 

The RAF: A Pictorial History, by Bruce 
Robertson. Robert Hale Ltd, Clerkenwell 
House, Clerkenwell Green, London EC1R 
OHT. Price £6.50. 

BRUCE ROBERTSON will need no introduc- 
tion to readers of Airfix Magazine, and his 
latest book Is bound to consolidate his 
reputation as one of the country’s leading 
aviation historians. Although not Intended 
as an authoritative history, this book not 
only covers the heroic exploits of the RAF 
in World War 2, but also throws light on 
some rather neglected facets of the force. 
Including its early years, its organisation 
and training, its role in the inter-war period 
(this is particularly well covered) and its 
development in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Bruce Robertson wisely avoids going 
over old ground by devoting too much 
space to well-documented areas such as 
the Battle of Britain, but he does reveal 
some interesting facts and figures behind 
the scenes. For example, he refers to the 

1.000 bomber raids thus: ‘For such a 
night’s operation the aircraft required 

2.000. 000 gallons of petrol, 70,000 gallons 
of oil, 5,000 gallons of coolant and 

15.000. 000 litres of oxygen. They carried 
some 4,500 tons of bombs, ten million 
rounds of ammunition, 8,000 pints of cof- 
fee and 6,000 lb of food. The work involved 

6.000 vehicles, 3,500 bomb trolleys and 

30.000 bicycles working at dispersed sites.’ 

Of course, the photographs make up the 

bulk of the book, and on the whole I 
couldn’t fault the choice. Indeed, It was 
refreshing to see so many unfamiliar lllust- 
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rations — so often authors rely on old 
favourites! All in all, it is a book I would 


recommend to anyone who wants a bal- 


anced and carefully put together illustrated 
history of the RAF. 


The Observer’s Book of Aircraft, by Wil- 
liam Green. Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, 40 
Bedford Square, London WC1B 3HE. Price 
£1.25. 

WHAT MORE can be said about this peren- 
nial little pocket book? This latest printing 
is the 27th edition, so there can be few 
serious aircraft enthusiasts around without 


a copy. 

The contents of the 1978 edition 
embrace the latest aircraft of nearly a score 
of countries; Its scope includes such new 
military and civil debutantes as the F-18 
Hornet shipboard fighter, the Mirage 2000 
multi-role fighter, McDonnell Douglas’ 
AV-8B derivative of the Harrier and the 
Canadair CL-600 Challenger business 
executive aircraft, all of which are expected 
to commence their test programmes dur- 
ing the course of the year. It also contains 
newcomers of the past 12 months, such as 
Antonov’s An-32 freighter, the NDN-1 Fire- 
cracker military trainer and the M-18 
Dromadar agricultural aircraft, plus latest 
variants of well-established aircraft such 
as the L-1 01 1-500 version of the TriStar air- 
liner. 

As usual excellent value for money at 
£1 .25 for 254 informative pages. 


Jane’s Pocket Book 20: Helicopters, com- 
piled by Michael J. H. Taylor and edited by 
John W. R. Taylor. Macdonald and Jane's 
Ltd, Paulton House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, 
London N1 7LW. Price £3.50 (PVC limp), 
£4.50 (casebound). 

HELICOPTERS these days seem to play an 
increasingly large part in air shows, and 
certainly they attract an enormous amount 
of attention. I would therefore imagine that 
this latest Jane’s Pocket Book will reach a 
large and appreciative audience. 

The 20th title In this well-established and 
prestigious series deals with ail helicopters 
currently known to be flying throughout 
the world, as well as some types which are 
in the development stage. The format Is 
identical to the previous books, and each 
entry Includes a large full-page photograph 
together with a three-view drawing and 
detailed specifications from power-plant to 
accommodation. 

The quality of the illustrations is excel- 
lent, making it an ideal reference source for 
recognition purposes. Produced in a 


hard-wearing plastic binding it will fit very 
neatly into your car glove pocket. Make 
sure you get a copy before you go to your 
next air show! 

Jane’s Pocket Book 2: Major Combat Air- 
craft (New edition), edited by John W. R. 
Taylor. Macdonald and Jane’s Ltd, Paulton 
House, 2 Shepherdess Walk, London N1 
7LW. Price £3.50 (PVC limp), £4.50 (case- 
bound). 

THIS IS a new edition of John W. R. Taylor’s 
excellent little pocket reference book on 
modern combat aircraft. A high proportion 
of the photographs have been replaced by 
new ones, all the text updated, and lists of 
variants of each design added to enhance 
reference value. Intended mainly as an air- 
craft recognition manual, the book covers 
every known type of combat aircraft in ser- 
vice or In production throughout the world, 
except one or two obsolescent types such 
as the piston-engined Mustang which still 
flies with some small air forces in Latin 
America. 

Each entry Includes a large photograph 
of the aircraft, a three-view drawing, and 
detailed specifications on power plant, 
wingspan, length overall, max T-0 weight, 
max level speed, service ceiling, range, 
armament and service details. 

There is no doubt that every aircraft 
enthusiast should have a copy of this 
superb little pocket book. Well printed and 
carefully put together It represents first- 
class value at today’s prices. 

Aircraft Museums Directory (British), 
compiled by Gordon Riley. Price 65p; Air- 
craft Museums Directory (European), 
compiled by Bob Ogden. Price 95p. Both 
published by Battle of Britain Prints Inter- 
national Ltd, 3 New Plaistow Road, London 
El 5 3JA. 

BOTH THESE attractive little booklets come 
from the publishers of After the Battle 
magazine, and both are very useful guides 
for aviation enthusiasts. The British one, 
which Includes a short photo section. Is 
now in its third edition and gives details of 
aircraft preserved in collections within the 
UK. Each entry Includes type, registra- 
tion/serial, alternative location (where 
applicable), and status today, plus of 
course details of addresses and admission 
charges. 

The booklet devoted to European aircraft 
gives similar information, but Is not surpris- 
ingly twice the length, hence the higher 
price. They have both been designed to a 


convenient pocket book size, and will be 
especially useful vade mecums to take with 
you on holiday. 

Military 

Hitler’s Germanic Legions: An illustrated 
history of the Western European Legions 
with the SS, 1941-1943, by Philip H. Buss 
and Andrew Mollo. Macdonald and Jane’s, 
Paulton House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, Lon- 
don N1 7LW. Price £8.50. 

THE SUBJECT OF foreign volunteers in the 
Waffen-SS Is fraught with contention, and 
a balanced appraisal of their motives and 
fighting record has been long overdue. It Is 
an emotionally charged Issue and authors 
Buss and Mollo are to be congratulated for 
their objectivity, although the subject mat- 
ter itself will no doubt be as repulsive to 
some readers as was the German book 
Wenn alle Bruder schweigen reviewed a 
few months ago. 

Hitler’s Western ‘Legions’, recruited In 
France, Holland, Belgium, Denmark and 
Norway after their countries’ capitulation, 
have been seen variously as traitors and as 
heroes fighting for western civilisation 
against the forces of Bolshevism. They 
have been accused of trying to escape the 
restrictions on civilian life under the 
Occupation and of various other unsavoury 
motivations. As this book shows, whilst all 
of these descriptions are true of indivi- 
duals, the average volunteer was neither 
politically nor selfishly motivated, but sim- 
ply immature and confused. Nor was life in 
the Legions any more pleasant than civilian 
life at home: thrown into the fighting on the 
most brutal front of the war, and treated 
with contempt by the regular SS, theirs was 
not an easy lot. And after the end of hos- 
tilities, of course, most were treated as 
traitors and shot or imprisoned. 

This book only deals with the ‘Germanic’ 
Legions — it does not discuss the French 
‘Charlemagne’ Legion, the small British 
contingent of ex-PoWs or the multiplicity of 
Slavonic formations. It describes how the 
concept of the Legions first arose to 
justify’ Hitler’s invasion of Russia as a 
European ‘crusade’ against communism, 
the manpower problems experienced by 
the Waffen-SS, and the terms of service 
and material Inducements offered to volun- 
teers. The book then briefly describes the 
treatment the volunteers received at the 
hands of their regular SS instructors, and 
their deployment on the Eastern Front. 

Individual chapters then detail the com- 
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bat histories of the various Legions — the 
Freiwilligen-Legions 'Niederlande', ‘Flan- 
dern’, ‘Danmark’ and ‘Norwegen’, the Ger- 
manic SS Panzer Korps, etc — with a short 
section on the post-war reckoning. This is 
followed by the most useful section for 
modellers on Legionary uniforms, insignia, 
collar patches, cuff bands, arm shields and 
colours. 

There are appendices on the Finnish 
Legion, the Breton Nationalists and the 
ethnic Germans from North Schleswig, SS 
oaths, and a list of Legionary commanders: 
an extensive bibliography and a useful 
index. 

The book Is lavishly illustrated through- 
out with many clear photos of Legionaries 
in action, portraits of individual officers 
and men showing uniform detail in close- 
up, and a few colour plates showing mainly 
recruitment posters but also standards and 
arm shields. 

The publishers rightly claim that ‘The 
text and Illustrations of Hitler’s Germanic 
Legions throws a new and penetrating light 
on these comparatively small, but politi- 
cally Important, elements of Himmler’s SS 
army.’ For all serious students of the war It 
will be a ‘must’. 

Now how about a similar title on the 
Slavonic Legions? 

Military Flags of the World 1618-1900, by 

Terence Wise with colour plates by Guido 
Rosignoli. Blandford Press, Link House, 
West Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 ILL. Price 
£4.50. 

OBVIOUSLY A book spanning some 300 
years of history must be something of a 
pot-pourri, the selection of the military 
flags to be Included being dictated both by 
personal choice and availability of Informa- 
tion. However, It must be said that Terry 
Wise has done a good job in this handy and 
informative Blandford colour book, 
although It will be of more use to figure 
modellers without a penchant for any 
specific period than to wargamers requir- 
ing a large number from a particular war or 
campaign. 

The book covers the period from the 30 
Years War to the Colonial wars of 1870- 
1900, embracing on its way the English 
Civil War, the Seven Years War, the Ameri- 
can War of Independence, the French 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, the 
Crimean War, the American Civil War and 
the Franco-Prussian War, to select the 
highlights. Many other lesser known cam- 
paigns are also included and, of course, 
flags were often In use for a much greater 
period than just one war so the selection in 
any one time span Is, In fact, broader than 
appears at first sight. 

Terry has also been at pains to include a 
large number of flags belonging to rela- 
tively unknown units, as well as the more 
popular’ ones. 

Although the excellent colour plates are 
not to scale, the Informative captions give 
dimensions and In many cases are sup- 
ported by line drawings showing varia- 
tions. Altogether a very useful little refer- 
ence book. 

Uniforms of the Peninsular War 1807-1814, 
by Philip Haythornthwaite with colour 
plates by Michael Chappell. Blandford 
Press, Link House, West Street, Poole, Dor- 
set BH15 ILL. Price £4.25. 


FOLLOWING THE same formula started in 
Uniforms of Waterloo and Uniforms of the 
Retreat from Moscow, this respected 
author/artist team have come up with 
another cracking good little book which 
will be of tremendous value to Napoleonic 
figure modellers and wargamers. 

Covering the uniforms of Britain, Spain, 
Portugal, France and the French allies in 
the Peninsular, It includes Line, Light and 
Guard infantry and cavalry units, artillery 
uniforms and a variety of little-known for- 
mations including guerrillas and montag- 
nards. The colour plates are backed by 
extensive and Informative captions and 
lists of regimental facing colours, etc, plus 
a short introduction to the war and the 
nationalities taking part, a list of British 
regiments present (why only British 
though?) and a hitherto unpublished eye- 
witness account of the battle of Talavera. 

Over 150 uniforms, both full dress and 
campaign ‘scruff’, are Illustrated in full- 
colour, with several more in black and 
white. It is an invaluable companion to 
Windrow/Embleton’s Military Dress of the 
Peninsular War published by Ian Allan sev- 
eral years ago and should be deservedly 
popular. 

After the Battle No 20. Battle of Britain 
Prints International Ltd, 3 New Plaistow 
Road, Stratford, London El 5 3JA. Price 
75p. 

THE LATEST edition of After the Battle 
contains some interesting features, includ- 
ing a lengthy article on the death of Gen- 
eral Sikorski, an account of the making of 
the film Twelve o’clock High, a profile of 
Lieutenant General Moshe Dayan, a short 
piece on Monty’s wartime caravans, a very 
detailed article on airfield construction In 
Holland, and the remarkable story of how a 
Panther tank was discovered in a Surrey 
scrapyard in 1977! Like all the After the Bat- 
tle magazines. It is well worth buying. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT. AIrfix Products 
Ltd and PSL Publications Ltd jointly 
announce that, after the publication of 
the September Issue, PSL Publications 
Ltd will no longer be responsible for 
publishing Airfix Magazine on behalf of 
Airfix Products Ltd. 

Commencing with the October 1978 
issue, publication of Airfix Magazine Is 
taken over on behalf of Airfix Products 
Ltd by Gresham Books, Unwin Brothers 
Ltd, The Gresham Press, Old Woking, 
Surrey, telephone Woking 61971. Sur- 
ridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd 
will continue to distribute and Jackson 
Rudd and Associates to act as adver- 
tisement representatives for Airfix 
Magazine. 

All correspondence or other communi- 
cations should from August 25 be 
addressed to Gresham Books. From the 
October issue the Editor will be Chris 
Ellis, who was previously editor In the 
1965-72 period. 

Airfix Magazine, founded in 1960, has 
been published on behalf of Airfix Pro- 
ducts Ltd for the past 11 years by PSL 
Publications Ltd, an associate company 
of well-known specialist book pub- 
lishers Patrick Stephens Ltd, whose list 
includes a range of books on all aspects 
of modelling published In association 
with Airfix. These books will, of course, 
continue to be published and dis- 
tributed by Patrick Stephens Ltd. 


Stolen props 

AT THE RECENT meeting of the British Aircraft Pre- 
servation Council it was announced that the 
Strathallan Aircraft Collection had suffered a 
considerable loss by the theft of no less than 18 
Spitfire propeller blades from the Sussex home of 
Sir William Roberts. 

The blades were considered recoverable for 
use on a flying aircraft and whoever stole them 
obviously knew what he wanted as a number of 
other attractive-looking blades were left un- 
touched. 

The theft will be universally condemned and all 
readers are asked to look out for black wooden 
blades — Part No RA 1 01 29/RS — with the follow- 


Ing serial numbers: 


332766 

334561 

332302 

332332 

042409 

331585 

333547 

95310 

332357 

327751 

057903 

310756 

333919 

328295 

334588 

342844 

342843 


It is possible that the stolen items may be 
offered for sale, either for reconstruction pur- 
poses or as souvenirs, and anyone observing a 
blade or blades numbered as above should con- 
tact Dick Richardson, Manager of the Strathallan 
Aircraft Collection at Auchterarder, Perthshire 
(Tel 076 46 2545) or the nearest police officer. 

IPMS membership 

READERS' ATTENTION is drawn to the fact that the 
new membership secretary of the IPMS Is: David 
G. White, 16 Maria Theresa Close, New Malden, 
Surrey KT3 5EF. No further correspondence 
should be sent to the recently advertised Enfield 
address, and anyone who has experienced diffi- 
culty over the last few months to that address 
should contact Dave. 

Pike and Shot Society 

THE PIKE AND Shot Society have sent us details of 
their activities for the benefit of readers who may 
wish to join. The society’s aim is to foster interest 
in the military history and wargaming of the 
period from circa 1450 to the end of the 17th Cen- 
tury. It has been in existence since 1973. The 
society offers a number of facilities to members, 
including its official journal Arquebusier, league 
competitions, entry to local and regional war- 
games meetings organised by society members 
and access to the advice and comment of such 
knowledgeable people as George Gush, Don 
Featherstone, John Norris and Phil Barker. 

Full membership is open to anyone aged 14 or 
over. Annual subscription is £3.50. For full details 
please write, enclosing an SAE. to either. 

M. Wasilewski, Treasurer, 100 Woodhouse 
Road, Finchley, London N12 ORL or Jeff Bayton, 
Membership Secretary, Upper Flat, 24 Shalford 
Road. Guildford, Surrey GU4 8BL. 

Sci-Fi modelling 

A NEW MODELLING club, provisionally entitled the 
Space and Science Fiction Models Club, is being 
formed in Hatfield. It will be concerned solely 
with space and science fiction models in all 
scales and materials. Anyone interested in join- 
ing, or forming a local branch, should write 
(enclosing an SAE) to: 

Stephen Norwood, 12 Cherry Way, Hatfield, Herts 
AL10 8LE. 

7th US Cavalry 

I READ Part One of John Reed’s article on the 7th 
US Cavalry in the March issue with interest. I 
noted that the photograph at the top of page 378 
was miscaptioned. It is doubtful that the soldiers 
in this photograph represent a patrol. Careful 
examination will reveal that all the soldiers are 
officers. Since it is unlikely that a patrol would be 
so constituted, I believe the picture shows a 
group of officers from Fort Thomas instead. The 
light coloured strap on the shoulder is quite 
obvious and should have been noted by the 
author. This form of rank insignia was introduced 
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in the 1840s and can still be found on the current 
blue dress uniform. 

Tim White, Hayward. California, USA. 

Heller Storch 

WITH REGARD to the review of the Heller Storch kit 
in the February issue: the reviewer stated that 
Heller have fallen into the same trap as Airfix and 
moulded these [undercarriage] components in the 
flying position.’ I note that the Airfix Storch kit in 
my possession must be unique as it contains two 
sets of undercarriage, for either flight or ground 
display . . . 

I am also prompted to write concerning 
another error, this time in the October 1977 issue, 
as no reference to it has yet been made. On page 
96 the vehicle shown at top right is described as a 
Humber utility van; it is, of course, an Austin. 

J. McWaters, Potters Bar, Herts. 

Many thanks for pulling us up on these two 
mistakes, Mr McWaters. Ed. 

Wargames championships 

THE 1978 National Wargames Championships will 
be held at the Top Rank Suite, Reading, Berks, 
over the weekend of Saturday and Sunday, Sep- 
tember 16-17 1978. The following periods are 
included in the team competition: 

Senior (open to all ages) — 1) Ancient (using 
WRG 5th edition rules and army lists); 2) Medieval 
(using Table Top Games Lance rules — army lists 
provided); 3) Renaissance (using Table Top 
Games Tercio rules 2nd edition and published 
army list); 4) Napoleonic (using the 3rd edition of 
the Newbury Rules for Napoleonic Warfare for- 
merly published by Leicester Micromodels — 
army list provided); 5) American Civil War (using 
the 2nd edition of the Newbury rules which were 
again formerly published by Leicester Micro — 
army lists included); 6) World War 2 Infantry 
Combat (Leicester Micro Infantry Action 2nd edi- 
tion — army lists provided). 

Junior (open to 18-year-olds and under) — 1) 
Ancients (rules as above); 2) Napoleonic (rules as 
above); 3) ACW (rules as above); 4) World War 2 
micro-armour (WRG armour and infantry rules — 
army lists provided). 

In addition there will be open (all ages) compet- 
itions in post-World War 2 micro-armour (WRG 
rules) and Colonial wargaming (Trevor Halsall 
2nd edition rules). 

The entry fee to all periods is £1 per entrant per 
period. Rules are not provided. Those for the 
ACW and Napoleonic periods are obtainable from 
the Newbury Wargames Club, price £1.40 includ- 
ing postage, others from the respective pub- 
lishers. 

Painting competition details are now available 
also. 

For more information contact: 

Malcolm Heavens, c/o 2 Shepherds Rise. 
Compton, Newbury. Berks. 

That Waffen-SS review! 

I WOULD like to reply to the two letters from Paul 
Wright and Peter Hofschroer concerning your 
review of Wenn alle Bruder Schweigen. First, let 
me say that I have had a copy of this superb book 
since last year and it is an excellent book well 
worth the money. I would advise any ‘hysteric’ to 
read it before he dared to lecture me about the 
SS! Is Mr Wright so naive as to think that only 
the SS committed atrocities? The Allies — espe- 
cially the Soviets — perpetrated atrocities, indeed 
it was the Soviets who were responsible for the 


original ones (or has Mr Wright never heard of 
Katyn Wood?). 

It is also apparent that Mr Wright has never 
heard of the Gulag or the death camps of SE Asia 
or he would not say that the SS were ‘the cruel- 
lest and most degenerate organisation in re- 
corded history : that epithet belongs surely to any 
one of the dozens of Red Guards’, from Trotsky’s 
version through to Mao’s Indoctrinated thugs! 

The Waffen-SS were a group of tough profes- 
sional soldiers, and soldiers are trained to kill. 
They had no connection with the rear-echelon 
murder squads except for individual cases of 
dual membership of Waffen-SS/general SS 
membership. 

Incidentally, the public’ did not react against 
the visit of the former SS officers, it was the 
media and certain extreme left-wing groups, one 
of which (the Socialist Workers Party) supports 
the IRA! 

If Mr Wright wishes to join IRA sympathisers in 
a hysterical outburst against three old soldiers, 
he can do — but I won’t. 

To sum up, I am tired of those people like 
Messrs Wright and Hofschrder who fly into a fit 
(or appear to fly into one) every time the Waffen- 
SS are not portrayed as the bloodsucking vam- 
pires of 1940s propaganda films. They should 
understand that ‘war is hell', as General Sheridan 
said, and atrocities are committed by all sides. 
Perhaps it should be remembered that at 
Arnhem, SS General Bittrich sent medical aid to 
the beleagured paratroops, so they can’t all be 
that bad! 

Anthony D. Jones, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs. 

AS A RESULT Of your desire for further comments 
concerning the review of the Waffen-SS book 
Wenn alle Bruder Schweigen, I feel I cannot let Mr 
Wright’s letter pass without comment. 

While not wishing to sound callous. I feel there 
are several important facts Mr Wright has forgot- 
ten. First, and perhaps most important, the 
reviewer in question is a journalist reviewing a set 
quota of books each month — not a political 
deviant seeking to unearth the ghost of Heinrich 
Himmler (or for that matter any other Nazi figure). 
Second, only by inspecting such horrors closely, 
and not, as Mr Wright seems to suggest, by bury- 
ing our heads in the sand and remaining content 
with the well-worn platitudes we have grown to 
believe, can we hope to avoid similar holocausts 
In the future. 

As a final point may I quote from Nicholas 
Bethell’s book The Last Secret concerning the 
repatriation of Russian refugees. ‘This . . . does 
not concern His Majesty’s Government. In due 
course all those with whom the Soviet authorities 
wish to deal must be handed over to them, and 
we are not concerned with the fact that they may 
be shot or otherwise more harshly dealt with than 
they might be under English law.’ 

I have no desire to exonerate the Waffen-SS. 
yet the passage I have quoted concerns our own 
democratically elected government. 

Obviously one cannot whitewash the reputa- 
tion of the Waffen-SS (nor should one try to). The 
reviewer’s attitude was also unnecessarily flip- 
pant. However, our own country is, as I have 
shown, by no means guiltless. It is not necessary 
to regard the Waffen-SS as innocent pawns In a 
political game. I agree, but please let us be more 
objective and less emotional. 

C. Price, Liss. Hants. 

I AM A French reader and I am writing to answer 
Mr Wright and Mr Hofschroer’s criticisms of the 


book review In the March issue. I was not born 
when World War 2 ended. I am 28 years old. but I 
do not think these two English readers are right. I 
want to say that the first crime against humanity 
is WAR. and nothing else. 

When Mr Hofschrder talks about ‘Nazi 
atrocities’ and the bad reputation of the Waffen- 
SS in the German Army, he forgets the several 
pictures of the Wehrmacht Heer shooting at 
partisans’ in Russia or anywhere (there is a book 
full of these pictures called Do Not Forget It, or 
something similar, edited after the war in Russia). 
The Waffen-SS were not alone in committing 
such atrocities. This does not excuse them of 
course, I just want to explain that in any war sol- 
diers can find themselves in the same role. Even 
the glorious RAF strafed Red Cross vehicles and 
convoys several times during the European cam- 
paign. It is known that General Leclerc, on May 10 
1945, shot down 12 Frenchmen, former members 
of the French SS Division ‘Charlemagne’. These 
are not the marks of humanity! 

I understand how the two readers feel but I 
think it is more important to react against all the 
atrocities committed today than against some 
committed 30 years ago. 

I would like to ask Messrs Wright and 
Hofschroer: ‘what is the difference between the 
interdiction of the reviewing and sale of a book in 
the name of "humanity” and the interdiction and 
suppression of a book for political or “ideologi- 
cal ” reasons in Hitler’s Germany?’ A silly parallel. 

I presume. 

To conclude, I would like to say that I am a 
collector of Waffen-SS uniforms and I have never 
associated my hobby with a hidden Nazi sym- 
pathy — if a book is only paper, uniforms are only 
tissue! Don’t be worried, Messrs Hofschroer and 
Wright: Hitler and his SS are dead, only the 
fanaticism remains . . . anywhere. 

Michel Pluen, Paris, France 

OVER THE PAST few months I have been reading 
your letters page with special interest. That is to 
say ever since your review of the HIAG book on 
the Waffen-SS. 

Unlike most, if not all, the writers so far I have a 
copy of that book. In fact I bought it In error, since 
I have had a copy for several years — true It’s in 
German only. I did not connect the new version in 
English and German with my other copy. 

If I object to anything, it is the way this version 
was launched. The bringing over to this country 
of former Waffen-SS men must have been done in 
the knowledge of the type of publicity it would get 
— and as they say ‘any publicity is good publicity . 

Like most people I was brought up to hate any- 
thing German, and as for the SS! Unlike most I 
decided to investigate further, the result is that I 
now own quite a collection of books on the 
various sections of the SS. 

This book is no worse, or better than most! 

Dominic de Gale Miller is, of course, correct 
when he reminds us of the horrors of the camps. 
But, this type of evil still exists In many countries, 
long after the SS is dead — if not forgotten. 

That this book, with its limited market, will in 
some way glorify the whole SS is rubbish. It is just 
a rather large collection of photographs of the SS 
in action. A reference book for modellers as 
much as anyone else — although at a price many 
will not bother to spend. 

I assume it is because of its reference value that 
you reviewed It In the first place. There are, of 
course, many better and cheaper books on this 
subject already. 

The book only covers the Waffen-SS fighting 
formations, not the Allgemeine-SS. the RSHA 
(which was the section of the SS controlling the 
SD and SlPO). Nor does it cover the Totenkopf 
camp guards, which I should point out were part 
of the Waffen-SS not the SD as you stated. 

Any book attempting to glorify either the RSHA. 
or the death camps, would I feel sure find no 
market In any sane country. But to lump the 
whole SS together, as happened at Nuremberg, is 
wrong. 

The Waffen-SS fought alongside the German 
army, and apart from a few isolated Incidents, 
had no direct connections with the horrors caused 
by other sections of the SS. But it’s so much 
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P. G. Busby, Romford. Essex. 


easier to condemn the whole vast organisation, 
rather than put the blame on the heads of those 
who deserve it. 

H. J. Green, Hornchurch. Essex. 

CONCERNING THE review of Wenn alle Bruder 
Schweigen in the March issue, as an ex-regular 
soldier I would like to say how much I agreed with 
your reviewer. 

It is very easy to criticise with the advantage of 
hindsight, and from the viewpoint of contem- 
porary western society. The Waffen-SS can only 
be viewed fairly from the attitudes pertaining in 
contemporary German society. This was a Ger- 
many which had been carefully indoctrinated to 
believe that it faced a struggle for its very exis- 
tence. Those of us who were alive at the time will 
remember much the same situation in Britain. 

It should also be said that the individual soldier 
did not have the right to decide which orders he 
should or could obey. Nor did he have the know- 
ledge to appreciate whether the orders he was 
given were right or wrong. Much too. could hap- 
pen In the heat of operations, which could influ- 
ence the behaviour of an individual. 

If we wish to make condemnations, we should 
condemn violence itself and man's inhumanity to 
man and nature. 


AS A FORMER Citizen of a neutral country, may I 
express my opinion on the ‘Waffen-SS review’ 
controversy? 

A true historian wants to know the facts as 
opposed to fiction or propaganda, and history 
cannot be written if research is hindered by polit- 
ical dogma. What the Waffen-SS is supposed to 
have done — and here we still have more prop- 
aganda than fact — has nothing at all to do with 
the interest it presents from a researcher's view- 
point. 

When Napoleon's armies invaded the Iberian 
Peninsula, they committed quite a few atrocities 
— in many cases not against guerrillas, but 
against common people. Will Messrs Wright and 
Hofschroer use that as an excuse to condemn a 
favourable review of a Napoleonic book? 
Yagoda s and Yezhov's NKVD committed so 
many crimes against their own people that the 
Waffen-SS by comparison look like young choir- 
boys — yet a good book on the GPU/NKVD would 
be extremely welcome. Even as I write these lines, 
the Cambodian communists are exterminating 
their political opponents; but who would boycott 
the sale of a book about their struggle? 

If Messrs Wright and Hofschrder took the trou- 


ble of reading Wenn alle Bruder schweigen, they 
would see that nowhere do the authors try to 
whitewash the Waffen SS — an organisation 
which, incidentally, had nothing to do with the 
concentration camps. History cannot be written 
without examining both sides of the question. It is 
regrettable that some people, in the last quarter 
of the 20th Century, react towards the Waffen-SS 
as the inquisition did in the case of Galileo and 
Giordano Bruno, centuries ago, in less en- 
lightened times. 

It would only be fair to admit that atrocities just 
happen in wartime, and that the losers are not the 
only ones to commit them. A Waffen-SS man is 
not necessarily the devil incarnate, just as the 
average Tommy or Gl Joe is no longer regarded 
as the crusader against the Evil One. The Second 
World War ended nearly 33 years ago. Messrs 
Wright and Hofschrder. Is it really necessary to 
prolong the hatred of the vanquished for ever? 
Would it not be the time to be objective rather 
than emotional? After all, if the Waffen-SS can be 
freely researched into, people will know what it 
really stood for — and, if that were evil, they will 
condemn It. But no one should be prevented from 
judging by oneself; the righteous are not afraid of 
the truth. 

J. M. Andrade, Bewdley, Worcs. 
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GO h IN 1978 WITH: 


E. S.C.I 

HENSCHAL 123 
HENSCHAL 129 
MIRAGE 

F. 104 

at £2.26 each 


REVELL 

PHANTOM F4E £2.95 

F104 £2.25 

MiG 21 £2.25 

EAGLE FI 5 £2.95 


MONOGRAM 

F.5 TIGER 

£2.35 

MOSQUITO 

. . £2.35 

TYPHOON 

. . £1 .75 

KINGFISHER 

. £1 .75 

B.29 

. . £9.45 

B.25 

. . £4.75 

PLUS 

THE FULL RANGE OF 


SHIPS, CARS, AND 
AIRCRAFT 


Overseas order VAT free, quotations on request 


POST/PACKING (U.K.) 


SPACE 


Up to £1 40p 

£1-£3 60p 

£3-£8 80P 

£8-£15 £1.00 

£1 5 and over FREE 


AIRFIX SHUTTLE £3.50 

REVELLSHUTTLE WITH 747 £4.95 

AIRFIX HAWK £1.50 

AIRFIX EAGLE £1.85 

AIRFIX ANGLE INTERCEPTOR 55p 


OTHER GOODIES 

LS. -44 MAGNUM 6^" 

AIRFIX BEDFORD QL 

TAMIYA CHURCHILL 

MONOGRAM TR7 RACER 

ITALAEREI WILLY'S JEEP 1 /35 

REVELL SNEEKY PETE TRUCK 

HASEGAWA B-17F 

HASEGAWA B-17G 

PLUS 

FULL RANGE OF KITS FROM EACH 
MANUFACTURER 

NEW ! ! 

NOVO 

COMET 4 1/96 scale 99p 

CARAVENN 1/96 scale 99p 


(Closed all day Thursday) 


56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, London W4 9QW 


£4.95 

£2.65 

£5.50 

£1.75 

£1.95 

£3.25 

£2.50 

£2.50 



CONTRAIL MODEL AIRCRAFT 
1/72 SCALE VACUUM FORMED KIT 

THE FIRST OF THE BOMBERS 
VICKERS 

VALIANT B I 

WITH: 

INJECTION U/C GEAR AND TRANSFERS 

£4.75 

P&P U.K. ONLY 76p 

From 

SUTCLIFFE PRODUCTIONS 
WESTCOMBE, SHEPTON MALLET 
SOMERSET 

AND MAIL ORDER MODEL SHOPS 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



Please address your correspondence to 

Airfix Magazine 

Classified Advertisement Department 
Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL 


Rates lOp per word. Minimum charge £1. 
Box numbers 40p extra charge. 

All advertisements must be prepaid. 

Please state classification required. 


magazine classified adverts 


Closing date for next available issue 
(October) August 18 


The publishers of AIRFIX magazine must point out 
to readers that, while every care is taken to check 
the bona fide nature of all advertisemants, they 
cannot accept any responsibility for disputes which 
might arise. 


FOR SALE 

Original 20th century warship portraits in oils by 
a professional artist. Portraits fully framed. 10" x 
14". Price £15.00 inc p & p. Please give approxi- 
mate date of ship. Full refund if not satisfied. J. 
Coupland, 1 New Brenziet, Balmore, Torrance, 
Glasgow G64. Phone 036-02-620. (2379S) 

Slides duplicated, photos and negatives made 
into slides. 15p each. Joby. 116 Gowing Road, 
Norwich (2381 S) 

Model Battlefields for sale, suitable for children's 
wargames with Airfix HO-00 WW2 figures, vari- 
ous sizes. Must be collected. Randall, 13 Bridge 
Street, Grantham. Lines. NG31 9AE. Tel; 72635 
(evenings). (2382S) 

Assorted model aircraft kits of Starfighter. F16. 
Meteor. Hunter. Lightning, Hustler, Trojan, Orion, 
Neptune. Tomcat, Thunderstreak, Sea King. 
Offers: K. Fryer. 8 Chester Close. Guildford. Sur- 
rey. (2400S) 

Pyro 1/48 Unmade Kits, P601 Bleriot Monoplane. 
P602 Martin-Handasyde. P603 Deperdussin. 
Offers with SAE to Mallett, Old Post Office, Hin- 
ton St Mary. Sturminster Newton. Dorset. (2402S) 

For Sale: Airfix Magazines. Aircraft Illustrated, 
Military Modelling magazines. Also unmade Merit 
and Inpact 1/48 biplanes. SAE list. Gilpin. 13 
Edwards Gardens. Swanley. Kent. BR8 
8HP (2408S) 

For Sale: 11 Airfix Magazines 1971-1972 (varied 
months), 9 Military Modelling (varied). SAE for 
list. J. M. Fedorak, 36 Norfolk Street. Peter- 
borough. PE1 2NP. (2409S) 


For Sale: Duck. Bassett, Pe-2. Dinah, Jetstream. 
Rotodyne, Tristar (Air Canada), Frog Whittle. Hel- 
ler Arc-en-Ciel, Revell 1/32 Raiden. SAE with 
offers. John Richardson. Folds Farm, Fernilee. 
Whaley Bridge. Stockport. SKI 2 7HD. (241 3S) 

Profile Armoured Fighting Vehicle volumes 1 to 
5. Offers. Also AFV publications by Bellona, 
Almark, etc. SAE for list. R. Paffett, Weaver Hall 
Farm. Winsford. Cheshire. (241 4S) 


For Sale: Devilbiss Aerograph Super '63. model 
E’ (Colour-cup (Airbrush)). Complete with Neo- 
prene air hose. £25 o.n.o. W. Richards, 14 Ivatt 
Close, Bawtry, Doncaster. South Yorks. DN10 
6QF. (2415S) 

For Sale: Vols 1-5 Aircraft of the Fighting Powers. 
Condition fair to good. £10 plus carriage. 53 
Cleveland Avenue. Stokesley. North 
Yorks. (241 6S) 

For Sale: War Monthlies 1-60 inclusive, first two 
volumes in binders. Offers by letter to Mersh, 23 
Queens Road. Gravesend. Kent, DA12 
5JP. (241 7S) 


BLICK RUB DOWN DECALS 
aircraft and armour 

All in stock except M1 & M2 
73p each, post free 
Send SAE for full list: 

John L. Silvester (Mail Order) 

40 Cromer Road. West Runton 
Cromer. Norfolk. NR27 9AD (241 OS) 


WANTED 

Wanted: Unbuilt, boxed. Eagle. Tirpitz, Hipper. 
Have for trade over 150 mint Eaglewall ships, 
many other rare 1/1200 plastic ships. Mark 
Grossman, 61 -30 21 4th Street, Bayslde, New York 
11364. USA. (2377W) 

Wanted: Representative to sell Avalon Hill 
Games. Car essential. Applications in writing to 
Avalon Hill (UK) Ltd. 650 High Road. North Fin- 
chley. N12 ONL. (2378W) 

The Model Tracker wishes to purchase unmade 
aircraft kits. Send details and asking price to us at 
corner of Cathays Terrace and Llantrisant Street. 
Cathays. Cardiff. (2380W) 

Wanted: 20 mm ACW figures, ie Hinton Hunt or 
early Minifigs, painted or unpainted. M. C. Kravis. 
20 Scartho Road. Grimsby, South Humberside. 
Phone: 0472-67147. (2384W) 

Wanted: Unmade kits: Frog Blackburn Shark. 
Whitley; Airfix Fairey Battle. Also Airfix 
Magazines (whole volumes only). Your price paid. 
Andrew Nash, 15 Helpston Road, Ailsworth, Nr 
Peterborough, Cambs. (2385W) 

Wanted: Unmade Aoshima/Tamlya/Fujimi/ 
Hasegawa 1/700 Japanese Navy waterline kits. 
Good prices offered. M. P. Healy, 63 Alexandra 
Road. Dorchester. Dorset. (2386W) 

Wanted: Aircraft Kits. Frog Vulcan-Victor-Valiant, 
Shackleton and Sea Vixen unmade kits. Good 
price paid. Any one or more of these kits wanted. 
Write with SAE or phone. S. Taylor. Zaida, How 
Mill. Carlisle CA4 9JT or 0228 0415 after 6 
pm. (2387W) 


Lord of the Rings Miniature Figurines, approx. 
200 in presentation boxes, some hand painted — 
£40. J. Adams, 109 Merrow Woods. Guildford. 
Tel: 68432. (241 IS) 

For Sale: 16 copies Modelworld, 1st issue bound. 
First 18 copies of Airfix Magazine. Offers with 
SAE to Terry. 31 Colebrook Road, St Budeaux, 
Plymouth. (241 2S) 


Unmade KItmaster Midland Pullman’ six car 
unit. Deutsche Bundesbahn Baureihe 23' 
locomotive with four type B4 yge coaches. Offers 
to Collins, 23 Qualitas. Roman Hill. Bracknell, 
Berks. RG12 4QG. Te!; Bracknell 27159. (2421 S) 

CO 2 Motors with prop and charger. Only £7.00 p & 
p 50p. P. Bull, Tennypark, Kilkenny, Eire. Tel: Eire 
056-21223. (2422S) 


Wanted: Unmade Frog Sea Vixen and Javelin. 
Will pay cash or exchange for Airfix Islander or 
Vertol. Middlemlss, 11 Tynemouth Road, 
Tynemouth, North Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE30 
4AY. (2388W) 

Wanted: Unmade Airfix Fairey Battle or Vought 
Kingfisher. A. Lofthouse, 1 Silver Dale Glade. 
Sheffield. S1 1 9JQ. (2389W) 


First buy them — then bind them! 


Wise readers make sure of getting their copy of AIRFIX Magazine 
each month by taking out an annual subscription. No more 
hunting book stalls and model shops for the latest issue — have 
it delivered right to your front door instead! That way you make 
sure of not missing that particular article, review or advertiser’s 
bargain you especially wanted to see. Order now by sending 
your cheque or postal order (nof cash or stamps) for £6.60 
($13.50) to the following address: 

Surridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd 
136/142 New Kent Road 
London SE1 


Binders to hold 12 copies of AIRFIX Magazine are available in 
two sizes: IOVa" x 8" to hold the old format (pre-1976) size maga- 
zine; and 12V2'' X 81^" to hold the modern, A4-format magazine. 
The large-size binder is capable of holding copies of the old- 
size magazine but not, of course, vice versa. Please specify 
which size you require when ordering. Old-size binders cost 
£2.25 each, including VAT and postage; new-size binders cost 
£2.60 net. £2 95 by post, from the following address: 

Airfix Magazine (Binder Department) 
PSL Publications Ltd 
Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL 
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Wanted: Russian WWII Y76 armour and vehicles, 
made or unmade, especially Fujimi SU85, KVI, 
KVIl. Also 1/72 Shturmovik. P. Johnson, 26 New- 
bury, Highfields, Killingworth, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, NE12 OPW. (2390W) 

Wanted: Airfix Magazine issue 1 to Vol 17 issue 9, 
and Scale Models issue 1 to issue 88. Good prices 
paid. Bayliss, Handling Fit, RAF Northcoates,. 
Grimsby, Humberside. (2391 W) 

Wanted: Revell 1/72 Martin B-57. Buy or swap 
Frog Seahawk. White, 20 Warners Close, Steven- 
age, Herts. (2392W) 

Wanted: Unmade Airfix Albatross, Hannover, 
Roland, Bristol Bulldog, Pe-2, Frog Fokker D21, 
Revell Fokker Eindecker, Fiat CR42. Offers to: M. 
Websper, 19 Meadow Road, Gravesend, 
Kent. (2393W) 

Wanted Urgently: AFV Profile No 48, Tiger I and 
II. Name your price. C. Fielder, 22 Harper Road, 
Salisbury, Wilts. (2394W) 

Wanted: Air War Over Spain by Jesus Salas Lar- 
razabal. Published by Ian Allan. Prices please to 
Vaughan Robinson, ’Lynfield’, Bowdon Avenue, 
Pleasington, Blackburn, Lancs. (2395W) 

Wanted: Unmade Renwall Atomic Cannon, Nike, 
Nitto 1/35 M4 and M8 Cargo Tractors. C. War- 
riner. Station House, Station Road, North Weald, 
Epping, Essex. Tel: North Weald 3464. (2396W) 

Wanted: Macdonald F-86 Sabre Monograph by 
Ray Wagner. D. Hart, 45 Chapel House Drive, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 1AA. (2397W) 

Wanted: Airfix Jetstream, Harvard, Heron, Bas- 
set, Auster, HS125; Frog Sea Vixen, Javelin, Hor- 
net, Spitfire XIV, Shackleton, Jaguar. Offers to: 
Martin Webster, 17 Pinfold Court. Eccleston 
Avenue. Handbridge, Chester. (2398W) 


Wanted: Unmade Bandai 1/48 Willys Jeeps. Also 
US or British 1/48 War-time soft skin vehicles. 
Good prices paid. F.A.R. Coleman. 22 Victoria 
Street, Ely. Cambs. {2399W) 

Wanted: The Anatomy of the Aeroplane’ by Dar- 
roll Stinton. Top price paid. Mike Spick, 24 
Meadway. Market Deeping. Tel: Market Deeping 
343666. (2401 W) 

Could Anyone Assist me with Modeldecal sheets 
Nos 4 and 18 on the Grumman Avenger and any 
other World War 2 aircraft from Modeldecal 
Portsmouth? Also any Air Classics magazines. 
Your price paid. Eric Perchard, 22 Wepre Lane. 
Connah’s Quay. Deeside, Clwyd, CH5 
4JS. (2403W) 

American Slot Cars wanted. Auto Hobbies/Russ- 
klt twin-motor designs. Monogram, Strombecker, 
Cox, Dynamic, etc. Aurora 1/32 cars, Scalextric 
“James Bond ” set. 172 Charlton Road, Keyn- 
sham, Bristol. BS18 2LG. (2404W) 

Wanted: World War I aircraft 1/72 scale (for war- 
games), any condition, damaged or Incomplete. 
Must be reasonable price. Mr. Spinlove, 62 Stalin 
Road, Colchester, Essex. (2405W) 

Wanted: Nitto 1/100 scale Boeing 747 and Airfix 
Bond Auto Gyro. S. M. Vincent, 30 Green Lane, 
Fowey, Cornwall. (2406W) 

Wanted: Airfix Saturn IB. Vostok. Revell 
Gemini. Mercury, Vostok, XI 5 and Saturn 5 
Rocket, preferably unmade kits. Peter Wilson. 18 
Moorwell Road, Yaddlethorpe, Scunthorpe, S. 
Humberside. DN17 2RR. Tel: Scunthorpe 
56305. (2407W) 


Wanted: Airfix Magazine April 1971 and Battle 
Magazine May 1975. Regan. 179 Carmarthen 
Road, Waun Wen. Swansea. SA1 1DY. (241 8W) 


Wanted: Airfix Magazines No 1 to January 66. 
Cash or exchange for copies Aircraft Illus- 
trated/Extra. and other books and magazines. 
List on request. Topliss, 55 South Oak Street. 
Burton-on-Trent. Staffs. DE14 3PH. (2419W) 


Free Classifieds 

As a service to our readers, classified adver- 
tisements published on this page are now 
free to private Individuals. This offer does 
not apply to the trade or official organisa- 
tions. Readers may advertise in our FOR 
SALE or WANTED classifications any goods 
(kits, models, books, magazines, etc) which 
are related to modelling (advertisements for 
bicycles or fishing rods, for example, can- 
not be accepted except at the normal pre- 
paid rates). The maximum length we can 
accept In any one free advertisement is 30 
words, including your name and address, 
and no more than one advertisement per 
individual can be accepted per issue. Free 
classifieds will be published in the earliest 
available Issue — specific dates cannot be 
booked. Send your advertisement to: Free 
Classified Department, Airfix Magazine, 
PSL Publications Ltd, Bar Hill, Cambridge 
CBS 8EL. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Still time for a late holiday! 
GLIDING IN KENT 

£92.00 p.w. all inclusive 
From Sept 24 — Oct 20 
Special discount £87.00 p.w. 

KENT GLIDING CLUB 
Challock, Ashford, Kent 
Write or ring Challock (023 374) 274 

(2376M) 


H. J. Walker (Hackney) Ltd Telephone 01-985 1559 


MICROSCALE PRODUCTS 


DECALS 

Sheets 72-25 to 72-52 

(except 72-43a/b) £1 .00 

48-37 Double Sheet £2.93 

All other sheets all other 
scales £1.63 

Micro-Gloss TOp 

Micro- Flat 70p 

Micro-Sol 70p 

Micro-Set 70p 

Micro Kristal Kleer 70p 

Micro Scale metal foil 
adhesive 70p 

S.A.E. for list 

TAMIYA 1 :35 Military 
MT118 Sherman £3.99 

MM133 SASJeep £1.90 

MM160 MarderTank £2.99 
MM170 M3A2 Half Track £3.60 
MM171 M577 Half Track £3.60 

MM176 Pink Panther 

Landrover £2.50 
MM182 Rover 

Ambulance £2.50 
MM189 Bren Gun Carrier £2.50 
MM192 Chevrolet Truck £2.99 


MM147 75 mmAntiAlr- 

craTt Gun £1.40 
MM184 Military Police Set 90p 
MM153 Mounted German 

* Infantry 65p 

MM142 Stuart Tank £1.90 
MM180 US Combat 

Group 99p 

MM173 German Observa 

tion Troops 99p 


REVELL Super Galleons 


Constitution 

£27.90 

Cutty Sark 

£27.90 

CATALOGUES 

Airfix 

45p 

A.M.T. 

£1.00 

Monogram 

65p 

Matchbox 

15p 

Tamiya 

50p 

Esci 

45p 

Micro-Scale 

45p 

P & p on each catalogue 1 2p 


Truck kits. A.M.T. 

1/43 Truck £r Trailer Sets 


Fruehauf Post Van £3.30 

"7 up" set Peterbilt conven- 
tional Er Fruehauf 40' 

Trailer £6.30 

Goodyear Set Kenworth 
Cabover & Fruehauf 40' 

Trailer £6.30 

"Pepsi" Set Kenworth Cab- 
over & Fruehauf 40' 

Trailer £6.30 

Dannon" Set Peterbilt 
Conventional & Fruehauf 
40' Trailer £6.30 


Large selection of 1 :25 & 1 :43 
A.M.T. Truck Kits in stock. 

CONTRAIL VAC. FORMED 
KITS 

NEWI NEW! NEWI NEW! 


Valiant Bomber £4.75 

A full range of Contrail kits 
always in stock S.A.E. for full list. 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE GUIDES 

1 Plastic Modelling £1.60 

2 Aircraft Modelling £1.60 

3 Military Modelling £1.40 

4 Napoleonic War 

Gaming £1.60 

5 Tank A.F.V. Modelling £1 .40 

6 R.A.F. Fighters WW2 £1 .40 

7 Warship Modelling £1.40 

8 German Tank WW2 £1 .40 

9 Ancient Wargaming £1.40 

10 Luftwaffe Camouflage 

WW2 £1 .40 

11 R.A.F. Camouflage 

WW2 £1 .40 

12 Afrika Korps £1.40 

13 French Foreign Legion £1.40 

14 U.S. Fighters WW2 £1.40 

15 WW2 Wargaming £1.40 

16 Modelling Jet Fighters £1.40 

17 British Tanks WW2 £1.40 

18 USAAF Camouflage 

WW2 £1 .40 

19 Model Soldiers £1.40 

20 8th Army in the Desert £1 .40 

21 Modelling Armoured 

Cars £1.60 


22 RussianTanksWW2 £1.60 

23 German Fighters WW2 £1.60 

24 American Civil War 

Wargaming £1.60 

25 Modelling WW2 

Fighters £1 .60 

26 US Tanks WW2 £1.60 

All Airfix Magazine Guides p & p 
FREE — 3 or more 10% discount. 

MATCHBOX 

1 :72 Aircraft (RRP45p) 36p 
PK-1 Hawker Fury 
PK-2 Spitfire Mk. IX 
PK-3 Boeing P-1 2E 
PK-4 Mitsubishi Zero-Sen 
PK-5 Cornier Alpha Jet 
PK-6 Focke-Wulf FW.190 
PK-7 Westland Lysander 
PK-8 Gloster Gladiator 

PK-9 Bell Huey-Cobra 

PK-10 B.A.C. 167 Strikemaster 
PK-11 Hawker Hurricane 1 1 C 
PK-1 2 Northrop F-5A 
PK-1 3 NA.P-51 D Mustang 
PK-14 F4U-4 Corsair 

PK-1 5 Gnat Mk. 1 Trainer 
PK-16 HSMk.1 Harrier 
PK-1 7 Messerschmitt 109E 
PK-1 8 Grumman Hellcat 
PK-19 MiG 21 
PK-20 Dassault Mirage MIC 
PK-21 Messerschmitt 262 
PK-22 Thunderbolt P-47 
PK-23 Hawker Tempest 
PK-24 Brewster Buffalo 
PK-25 Arm Whit. Siskin 
PK-26 Henschel126 
PK-27 H S.Hawk 
PK-28 Lockheed Starfighter 
FI 04 

PK-29 Douglas Skyhawk 
A-4M/N 

PK-30 Provost t/mk.1 
PK-31 P-40NWarhawk 
PK-32 F-86A/5 Sabre 

1 :72 Aircraft (RRP 75p) 60p 

PK-1 01 LTV-A-7D Corsair 
PK-1 02 B.A.C. ’S’ Jaguar 
PK-1 03 BeaufighterMk.X 
PK-1 04 SB2C-1 Helldiver 
PK-1 05 Walrus Mk.1 
PK-1 06 Buccaneer S2B 


PK-1 07 Dornier Skyservant 
PK-1 08 Westland Lynx 
PK-1 09 Junkers Ju 188 
PK-1 10 HS 125/600 
PK-1 11 Ju87StukaG.1/D.3 
PK.112 Swordfish Mk 1/1 11 
PK-1 1 3 Messerschmitt Me41 0 
A2/U4 

PK-1 1 4 BZC Lightning F6/F2A 
PK-1 15 Messerschmitt Bf. 1 10 
D2/C3 

PK-116 MF-30/MklX 
Mosquito 

PK-117 Hunter T.Mk.7/F.6 
PK-1 18 P-381 /J Lightning 

PK-1 19 SAABViggen 
PK-1 20 Boston Mk IV/Havoc 
A-20G 

PK-1 21 Fairchild A-10 

1 :72 Aircraft (RRP £1.25) £1 

PK-401 HeinkelHE115 
PK-402 Vickers Wellington 
PK-403 HeinkelHelll 
PK-404 McDonnell Phantom 
F4M/K 

PK-405 B-25 Mitchell 
PK-406 Grumman F-14 Tomcat 

1 :32 Aircraft (RRP £2.85) 
£2.08 

PK-501 Spitfire Mk 22/24 
PK-502 Messerschmitt Bf 109E 

1 :76MiiitarY(RRP45p)36p 
PK-71 Sherman Firefly 
PK-72 A-34 Comet 

PK-73 Panther Ausf.G 
PK-74 Panzer Ausf. L 
PK-75 Humber Armoured Car 
PK-76 Sd.Kfz. 234/2 Puma 
A/C 

PK-77 Sd.Kfz.124Wespe 
PK-78 M-1 6 Half Track 

PK-79 M-24Chaffe 
PK-80 Jagd Panther 
PK-81 Panzer 11 Ausf. F 
PK-82 RussianT-34 
PK-83 Sd.Kfz.251/1 Hanno- 

mag 

PK-84 Honey Stewart 
PK-86 GMC M40 
PK-5006 Commandos 28p 


1 :76 Military (RRP 75p) 60p 

PK-1 71 Sd. Kfz. i track. PAK 40 
Anti-Tank Gun & BMW 
R75 M/C & Sidecar 
PK-1 72 Willys Jeep, Morris 
Commer Commercial 
C8 Mk 2 & 171b Gun 
1 :32 Cars (RRP £1.10) 88p 
PK-301 Aston Martin Ulster 
PK-302 BugattiType59 
PK-303 Porsche 91 7-10 
PK-304 Jaguar SS/1 00 
PK-305 Surtees TS-1 6 
1 :700 Waterline Ships 
PK-61 HMS Ariadne 45p 36p 
PK-62 Narvic Class 
German 

Destroyer (45p) 36p 
PK-1 61 GrafSpee (75p) 60p 
PK-162 HMS Exeter (75p) 60p 
MAIL ORDER 

Overseas Clients: We will be most 
pleased to provide you with an 
exact invoice for your require- 
ments if you send us two Inter- 
national Reply Coupons and tell 
us what you want. Please supply 
a S.A.E. with all enquiries. 
ACCESS £r BARCLAYCARD 
For those of you with an Access 
or Barclaycard we are pleased to 
be able to extend those facilities 
to cover our Mail Order service. 
Simply write or telephone us with 
the order you require quoting 
your card No., name and address 
and we will do the rest. 

New Low Post/Packing Rates 
Upto£1..25p Upto£2..35p 

Up to £3 . 50p Up to £4 . . 55p 
Upto£5..60p Upto£6..65p 

Up to £7 . . 75p Up to £8 . 80p 
Upto£9..90p Upto£10..£1 

Over £1 0 post and packing free. 

Personal Callers Welcome 
Why not visit our new kit depart- 
ment in the basement of our shop. 
Bus routes close by 6, 22, 30, 
236, S2, nearest Tube stations 
Bethnal Green, Leyton, Bromley- 
by-Bow. Easy parking. 
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DIE DEUTSCHEN FLUGBOOTE. An encyclopedia of German flying- 
boats and amphibious aircraft from 1909 to the present. Every air- 
craft used is described and illustrated with photo’s and three-view 
plans. Technical specifications, types of engine used etc. Large for- 
mat book of 34^ages. £16.50 

MESSERSCHMITT BF 110 Zerslorer. In the pictorial history of WW2 
series, covers the record of this famous aircraft on all fronts from 
1939-45. All picture content with some 500 photographs in its 348 
pages, many ot tnese oeino supero action snots. tn.aD 

DIE DEUTSCHEN LAZARETTSCHIFFE. German hospital Ships in 
WW2. This first book on the subject describes, illustrates and gives 
technical specifications of all the ships used with photographs and 
plans of interior layout etc. Over 200 photographs, 176 
pages. £11.95 

DAS BUCH DER FALLSCHIRMJAGER. The book of the German 
Paratroooers from 1956 to the present. All ohoto content in colour 
and black/white — many full plate pictures. 176 pages. £14.50 
DAS GROSSE FLUGZEUG TYPEN BUCH. From East Germany comes 
this massive Encyclopedia of Aircraft and Helicopter types, both civil 
and military. 13" x 9^^" and of 553 pages it describes and illustrates 
with photo’s and three-view drawings over 1000 aircraft from 33 
countries arranged alphabetically by country of origin. Many of the 
pictures have never before been available in the West and with 
accompanying technical data this book provides a comprehensive 
picture of the aircraft of the Eastern Block countries, as well as the 
rest of the world. An important reference work for all aviation 
enthusiasts. German Text. £17.50 

DIE LUFTHART DER UdSSR. 1917-1977. Also from East Germany 
— provides a detailed and comprehensive insight into the Soviet Air 
Force over the past 60 years through the medium of over 1000 
photo's, drawings and cut-aways in colour and black and white 
arranged chronologically. There is much new material in this 192 
page pictorial book. German text. £9.95 

ACES, PILOTS AND AIRCRAR OF THE 9th, 12th AND 15th USAAF. 
David Weatherill. Due for publication this month from PSL is this 
long awaited title for aviation enthusiasts, modellers and historians 
alike. This book is a biographical survey of a unique group of Ameri- 
can fighter aces who fought in the Middle East and Europe. Illus- 
trated with aoproximately 200 rare photographs from the pilots own 
collections, lists score«-of aces, shows individual aircraft markings 
and has some 16 pages of colour. £9.25 approx. 

(If publication of this title is delayed orders received will be recorded 
for supply as soon as it becomes available.) 

MCDONNELL DOUGLAS A-4 SKYHAWK AND VARIANTS. No. 3 in 
the Warpaint Series of paperbacks published by Aviation News in 
U^. Over 30 photo's. 1 :7ind scale drawings, side elevations show- 
ing markings, squadron allocations etc., etc. £1.50 

A CENTURY OF MODEL TRAINS. Allen Levy. Quite simply a superb 
coffee table type' book which details all the major developments of 
commercially produced model and toy trains during the period 
18/U-19/U. Illustrates the products of such famous names as 
Bassett-Lowke. Marlklin. Bing. Carette, Hornby, Lionel etc, and 
many lesser-known companies. A large format, 267 x 330 mm land- 
scape book supplied with slipcase. Over 500 illustrations — 187 in 
full colour. 208 pages. £19.50 

We have imported a selected range of Railway Books from specialist 
publishers Alba Buchverlag of Dusseldorf principally for the wealth of 
iniormation and pictures ot interest to the modeller and enthusiast 
which IS not obtainable elsewhere. Each has profuse photo and 
drawing content plus technical data, where applicable and plans. 
Text in each case is German. 

DEUTSCHE DAMPFLOKOMOTIVEN ARCHIV 1 BAUREINE 01-39. 

CatalOQue of German Steam Loco types, with technical data. 
280 pages. £9.95 

DEUTSCHE DAMPFLDKDMOTIVEN ARCHIV 2 BAUREINE 41-59. 
Similar content and uniform in format with Vol 1 above. 224 
pages £9.95 

DRIENT EXPRESS. Pictorial history of Germany’s Transcontinental 
express tram. Includes interior and exterior views, plans. £12.95 
RHEINGOLD. Germany's other luxury train — content similar to 
above 'Orient' book. 107 well illustrated pages. £9.95 

U-BANNEN UND STADTBANNEN. Underoround and citv trains of all 
the major German cities. Photo’s, maps, drawings. 92 pages. £9.95 
DIE SCHONSTEN LDKOMOTIV-MODELLE. This book has quite the 
best colour photographs we have seen of model trains. Some 200 
pictures of 40-odd locos from Germany, France. Switzerland and 
Austria, with description. 108 pages. £9.95 

DIE STRABENBANNEN BERLINS. Complete history of Berlin's elec- 
tric trams. 96 pages paperback. £4.95 

BERLINER U-BANN. BERLIN UNDERGROUND TRAINS FROM 1891 
TO THE PRESENT. 112 pages £4.95 

BERLINER S RANN. Berlin citv trains from 1924-1974, a complete 
history of the first 50 years. 114 pages. £4 95 

BERLINER OMNIBUSSE. Berlin's buses from horse-orawn lu vcm- 
cles in service today. 96 pages. £4.95 

These last four titles are uniform in series and contain much material 
from private archives and never previously published. 

LIFE AT WAR. Here preserved in Life's photographs and illustra- 
tions. which themselves made history, are all the momentous hap- 
penings of a tumultuous world . . . tragedies and achievements, 
disasters and triumphs, good times and bad. A massive 12%' x 
lOV;” book, slip-cased, with literally hundreds of photograohs in 
black/white and colour (many full plate) in its 306 pages. £12.95 
ENCYCLOPEDIA DF AVIATION. Large format book containing nun- 
dreds of concise, factual entries on all aspects of the subject, with 
some 250 photo’s and drawings. £7.95 

BAHLESHIPS. 1856-1977. ANTONY PRESTON. Explores the 
development of battleships through the medium ot intormative text 
and a wealth of colour, monotone and b/w photo's, drawings and 
cut-away diagrams. 128 larqe format paoes. £3.95 

DIAMOND JUBILEE ROYAL AIR FORCF YEARBOOK. 1918-1978. 
Published by the RAF Benevolent Fund to commemorate the first 60 
years. 96 page paperback filled with photo’s, drawings, aircraft 
markings, cut-aways etc in colour and b/w. Remarkable value at only 
60d. 


Visit our Midlands branch at Bewdley Bookshop. 7 Welch Gate. 
Bewdley. Worcs.ls now open — Mon.-Fri. 9-5.30. Sat. 9-1. 
CALLERS ONLY — all post orders to Brentford. 


THE TRANSVAAL WAR. 1880-1881 LADY BELLAIRS. Limited edi- 
tion (numbered) reprint of this title, first published in 1885. The 
authoress discusses at length the causes of the war and describes 
the actual battles and events. The events immediately after the war 
are also dealt with. Although originally published in 1885 this book 
can still be regarded as one of the most authoritative works on the 
First Boer War. 500 paqes with appendix. £7.50 

ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT OF WWII. 
Bill Gunston. A technical directory of the warplanes of 1939-45. 
Over 250 aircraft are covered by more than 780 illustrations — 
including over 100 authentic colour photo's and 200 superb colour 
side-elevation drawings — the most imoressive volume vet on the 
subject. Over 250 large format pages with index. £6.95 

HITLER’S GENERALS AND THEIR BAHLES. In 80.000 words this 
volume describes the generals who fought in the West, the East, the 
Mediterranean and against Nazism in Germany itself. Over 250 col- 
our and black/white photo's. 248 pages indexed. £5.95 

AERDDATA INTERNATIONAL No. 3 NORTH AMERICAN P.51D 
MUSTANG. Third in the series of 20 page booklets containing 1/72 
scale multi-view plans, colour artwork, sketches, large photographs 
and technical data — everything the modeller needs to know. £1 .45 
TRANSPORTER — WER KENNT SIE SCHON. COVERS THE TRANS- 
PORT SQUADRONS OF THE LUFTWAFFE FROM 1937-1945. Lists 
aircraft serials, tail markings and camouflage colour schemes, plus 
some 50 odd action photo's. German text. 90 pages paperback. 

£4.95 

WARSHIP VOL. 1. First of the bound volumes to come from Conway 
Maritime — contains the first four issues of Warship Quarterly in a 
superior dust-jacketed binding. Over 250 pages packed with photo- 
graphs. drawings plans, historical text, technical descriptions, 
dimensions, etc, etc. £9.50 

MEN-OF-WAR 1770-1970. J. M. Thornton. Collection of drawings 
that illustrate the development and deployment of warships from the 
wooden-walled ships of yesterday to the metal monsters of the twen- 
tieth century. Out of the ordinaiv vignettes and anecdotes. Contains 
many unpublished drawings. 1()4 pages. £3.50 

MODEL AIRCRAFT AERODYNAMICS. Martin Simons. Definitive 
detailed work on the subject as applied to flying models. Covers the 
entire theory of flight in relation to model aircraft and includes 
optimum tables of airfoil sections and dimensions. Scores of diag- 
rams and pictures. 271 pages hardbound. £8.95 

BUILDING AND FLYING RADIO CONTROLLED MODEL AIRCRAFT. 
David Boddington. Deals with the materials and equipment neces- 
sary. ranging from the simplest to five and six function equipment 
and actual model design. Also covers helicooters. autogyros and 
gliders. Fully illustrated throughout. 216 pages paperback. £4.95 
FRANK THDMPSDN'S CATALOGUE OF MODEL CARS. A complete 
guide to the model car market for the collector. Lists the prices of 
more than 6000 diecast cars and other road vehicles in four different 
categories — mint, good and fair. As each model is described in 
detail the collector has unique information at his fingertips. £5.00 
RUSSISCHE JAGDFLUGZEUGE 1 920-1941 . Russian F ghters — Sta- 
lins Red Falcons. Latest title in the Podzun Verlag Dar Waffenarsenal 
Series. Usual 48 page landscape format packed with rare photo's. 
German captions. £ 1 .95 

PICTDRIAL HISTORY OF THE FOCKE-WULF FW 190. A Koku Fan 
special from Japan — 166 page paperback containing hundreds of 
photo's and drawings many previously unpublished, all with English 
captions. £4.95 

PICTORIAL GERMAN TANKS OF WORLD WAR 2 — PANZER- 


KAMPFWAGEN III. Another Koku Fan special packed with photo’s 
and drawings of inestimable value to the modeller. 110 pages. 
English captions. £4.95 

Just arrived from Japan — four new issues of the increasingly 
popular PANZER MAGAZINE. Each of 110 pages with usual fine 
photo content, black and white and colour, plus drawings, plans, 
colour fold-out. etc. etc. English captions throughout to pictures — 
some Japanese text articles. 

PANZER 1/78 contains: JGSDF; Italian Tanks in WW2; Emblems of 
Japanese Fighting Vehicles; French Wheeled Armoured Car; 
etc. £2 25 

PANZER 2/78 contains: French Light Tank AMX13; German SPG 
Nashorn & Hummel; New Profile of M60; British Tanks in the 30’s 
etc £2.25 

PANZER 3/78 contains; German APC Marder; Lt Tank M3/M5 Gen. 
Stuwart; US Armoured force at Vietnam. AFV’s of Swedish Army. 
6 tc £2.25 

PANZER 4/78 contains; Japanese Type 74 (1): German Sd.Kfz.2-11; 
British Miscellaneous Tanks; Russian T72 Unveiled, etc. etc. £2.25 
THE COLLECTOR’S GUIDE TO FIREARMS. Martin Miller. First vol- 
ume of a series of illustrated reference works. Covers early Firearms 

— matchlocks. Wheellocks. snaphaunces. flintlocks, percussion 
and air weapons. A major feature is the great number of photographs 

— nearly fOOO — illustrating each example, classified and fully 
captioned. Both civilian and military weapons are covered. 304 

pages. Published end July. £10 00 

Two important new books advised as due for publication end 
July/early August from Profile Publications. If publication is delayed 
orders placed for these titles will be recorded and supplied 
immediately they become available. Prices were advised as firm at 
time of going to press. 

ARMOURED FIGHTING VEHICLES DF GERMANY. Illustrated Profiles 
of the armoured fighting vehicles including the self-propelled guns 
that were mounted on the chassis of the tanks and armoured cars. A 
survey of the achievements of German Armour, plus histories of 40 
Panzer Divs. 144 pages. £8.95 

MODERN BATTLE TANKS. Profiles of the most widely used modern 
battle tanks in service at the present time. Covers AMX30; Leopart; 
Chieftain; Vijayanta; Vickers type 61; T62; S-Tank (Strv 103) Pz61 
and 68 and the M60 series. Includes some earlier tanks still in use. 

144 pages. £4.95 

GENERAL DYNAMICS F-111. Bill Gunston. This latest volume in the 
modern combat aircraft series from Ian Allan covers the controver- 
sial F-111. one of the most effective in service today. Illustrated with 
a selection of photo’s, many of which have not been seen before. 
112 pages £4. 25 

AIRBORNE AT WAR. Napier Crookenden. An expert's account of 
some 01 me major operations 01 tne British. German and American 
airborne forces in numerous areas in World War II. Approx 160 
pages profusely illustrated. £5.95 


Born in Battle is a new series ot magazine format books dealing with 
every aspect of the Middle East Wars from Israeli publishers Eshel 
Dramit. offers authentic, authoritative and new material pertaining to 
the now 30 year-old struggle. Each will consist of some 75 pages 
packed with ohotoqraohs (black/white. duo-tone and colour) 
drawings, plans, insignia etc. etc and includes large pull-out colour 
poster. Invaluable for the enthusiast who search for the best on this 
subject. First two titles available now — watch for announcements of 
future titles! 

BORN IN BATTLE No. 1—30 Years Israel's Defence Army. 95p 
BORN IN BATTLE No. 2 — 30 Years Israel’s Air Force. 95p 

KOKU-FAN COLOUR AIRCRAFT MAGAZINE — Excellent monthly 
magazine for the aircraft enthusiast and aero modeller. Each number 
features a lead aircraft with 1/50th scale pull-out plan and colour 
drawings showing camouflage and markings. Fantastic colour and 
black/white photos, drawings and details. English summary. £2.25 
each 

Annual Subscription (12 issues) £13.50 


4/76 Mitsubishi 961V 
5/76 Grumman Bearcat 
F 8 F-I 

6/76 Dornier DO 17 
7/76 Nakajima C 6 Nl 
8/76 Martin B26 Marauder 
9/76 Henschel Hs 129B-3 
10/76 Lavochkin La 5&7 
11/76 Nakajima B6N2 
12/76 MacchiC202 


All back numbers to spe- 
cial order, plus 
Nos 7-12 for 1970 
Nos 4-9 for 1968 
Nos 8-11 for 1967 


Mitsubishi A7M2 
Reppu 

2/77 Heinkel HEIOOD-I 
3/77 P-51 A Mustang 
4/77 Focke-Wulf FW190D-9 
5/77 Kugisho PIYI Ginga 
6/77 Messerschmitt 
Bf 110 G 

8/77 Yakovlev YAK 9U 
9/77 Kawasaki Army Kl 102 
10/77 Hawker Hurricane l-lll 
11/77 Messerschmitt 
Bf 109G/K 

12/77 Morane-Saulnier 
MS406 
1/78 

2/78 Mitsubishi FI GS 
Fighter 

3/78 Curtiss SB2C Helldiver 
4/78 Mirage Jet Fighter 
5/78 Navy Type Zero E13A1 


Available Back Numbers (feature aircraft stated) 


1/76 Nakajima KI43-IA 
2/76 A4 Skyhawk 
3/76 Akagi Attack Bomber 


1/77 


Special Issue MIG 25 and MIG 23 £4.25 

This issue covers in great detail the MIG 25 Foxbat which 
defected to Japan and was taken to bits there before being 
returned. 


KOKU-FAN AIRCRAFT BOOKS — These very high quality pictorial 
volumes are specially recommended. Each contains hundreds of 
colour and black/white photos and drawings. Captions are in 
Japanese, with some English subtitles. 

PRICES; Paperback volumes £4.95. Hardback Volumes* £8.95. 


Japanese Army Wings of 
WW2* 

North American P-51 Mustang 
German Warplanes of WW2 
Focke-Wulf FW 190 


Japanese Navy Wings of 
WW2* 

North Vietnamese Forces 
FW 190 and Me 262 
Messerschmitt ME 109 


WORLD AIRCRAFT IN COLOUR* a bound volume of drawings from 
the famous Koku-Fan Aircraft Magazine — English Text. 


KOKU-FAN TANKS OF WORLD WAR 2 SERIES — this is the best 
illustrated tank senes we carry — each with hundreds of good 
photographs, many in colour, plans, drawings. Very good quality. 
Most have English text. £4.95 each 

Japanese Tanks Panzer IV 

German Tank Destroyers Panzer VI Tiger 

German Assault Tanks Panzer VI Koenigstiger 

German Tanks of World German Military Vehicles of 

War 2 World War 2 

Panzer V Panther World Tanks Now in Use 1978 


Trade and Export Enquiries. All books available to trade at 
discount. Please contact our Trade Manager. 


Send stamps value lOp for ONE or More of the following lists; 
SHOWING 100's MORE TITLES. 

AIRBOOKS — books about aircraft and aviation 
SEABOOKS — books about ships and maritime subjects 
WARBOOKS — books about warfare, weapons, soldiers 
MODELBOOKS — books about modelling and homecr^s 


INFORMATION AND ORDER INSTRUCTIONS 
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

All books included are in print at time of going to press. Prices are 
correct at press date, but may be subject to alterations as may the 
availability of any book. 

Money Back: If you are not entirely satisfied with your book(s), 
you will receive your money back if you return your book(s) within 7 
days. 

All orders should be accompanied by payment and sent to Model- 
books, Bercourt Houses. York Road. Brentford. Middx. TW 8 OOP. 
England. Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to 
Albion Scott Limited. 

Overseas Customers. We are delighted to receive your orders! 
Please send payment in British currency by international money 
order or bank draft. Your books will be sent by surface mail, but we 
will quote airmail costs if so required. 

Please enclose 25p postage for orders up to £1 . 50p up to £2 and 
75p thereafter. 

Callers welcome: Open 9.30 to 5.30 Mon.-Fri. We are next door to 
the Brentford Nylons Tower. Great West Road. 


YY Telephone and Mail ^ 

Orders accepted on Access, Barclaycard 
Tel: 01-560 3405 


MODELBOOKS, DEPARTMENT AF/MO, 51 YORK ROAD, BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX, TW8 OOP, ENGLAND 







MAIL ORDER. Prices stated are accurate when 
going to press. Goods are offered subject to 
availability. We do our utmost to despatch by 
return, however it may be necessary to put 
some Items to outstanding . 

Overseas Clients. Please send Two Interna- 
tional Reply Coupons for a quotation. 

VAT. All our prices are exclusive of VAT. 
Please add 8% to all orders including cost 
of P & P. Books are zero rated. 


IMPORTS 

WHOLESALE 







% 


EXPORTS 

RETAILERS 


Shop Opening Times. Monday to Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., lunch 1.30 p.m. to 2.30 
p m., except Wednesdays, closed 1 p.m. 

Open all day Saturdays. 


BARCLAYCARD f 


f' 

«♦» m 



BMW MODELS. 327/329 HAYDONS ROAD. WIMBLEDON. LONDON SW19 TELEX 928374 01-540 7333/4 


PATRICK 

BLUNT 

Ship kits 


Leander class 

Frigate 

County class 

£9.95 

Destroyer 

£19.68 

Paddle Steamer 

£16.21 

H.M.S. Sheffield 
North Sea 

£13.84 

Oil Vessel 

£20.33 


NOW 

BACK IN STOCK 


OTAKI 1/12 cars 
(static) 

Works B M W. 3S CSL 
racing 

Pontiac Firebird' trans 
AM 

Mercedes-Benz 450 SLC 
Mustang Mach 1 Ford 
Porsche 91 1 turbo 
All at £20.09 each 


NEW !!! 
TAMIYA 
XR 311 



SUITABLE FOR 
RADIO CONTROL 
£40.74 

Combat Support 
Vehicle 


STOCK-TAKING SALE SAVE E E £ £ £s 


All at 25p 
NICHIMO 

M41 Bulldog 
Medium type 4 
T10 

REVELL/ITALAERIE 

1/35 scale 

Panzer figures 
Afrika Korp figures 
German tank crew 
Soviet artillery 

FUJIMI 1/76 scale 

Sherman M4 
Tiger 2 
Praga 
SUSS 

SO KFZ 222 
Jagd Tiger 

Kubelwagen/B.M.W.R75 m/c 

T34/76 

PZK PFW1 

British infantry figures 

1/72 scale 

Corsair 

Thunderbolt 

Hellcat 

EIDAI 20 mm war-game 
scale 

88 mm gun 


SPECIAL LOW PRICE 
BOOKS TO CLEAR 
WHILE STOCK LASTS 

ARCHIVE 
FW 190A 

Avro Lancaster B MK l-lll 
Bristol Beaufighter 
ME 109 

Hawker Hunter MK 1-5 

All 35p each 

CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 
4 Hawker Tornado. 
Typhoon and Tempest 

7 Bristol Blenheim 

8 B.P. Defiant 

9 Douglas Beaufighter 

10 Douglas Boston/Havoc 

11 Meteor. Whirlwind 

12 Tomahawk. Airacobra 
and Mohawk 

13 Boeing B17 Flying 
Fortress 

14 B-26 Marauder 
17 B-24 Liberator 

All 25p each 


All at 50p 

HELLER 1/35 scale 

Waffen S.S. figures 
Groupe parachutists 
Groupe de combat 
Campaign Sahara 
Groupe de combat 
Infantry 1944-45 
Panzer grenadiers 

1/72 scale 

Fieseler Storch 
FW50 Stosser 
PZL P1 1 C 
Me 163 Komet 

MAX (Free scale) 

us Army 1/4 ton truck 

TAMIYA 1/50 scale 

Zero A6M7 Navy type 

REVELL 1/72 scale 

Scorpion F89D 


All at £1.00 
NICHIMO 1/48 scale 

A6M5 Reisen 

AOSHIMU 1/700 scale 

Waterline Tirpitz 
North Carolina 
Bismark 


REVELL (15 

USS Defiance 


long) 


TILT 1/36 scale 
Aero Subaru Fuji FA 2(X) 
Cessna Skyhawk 
Piper Cherokee 

FROG 

HMS Trafalgar 


BMW HOME & OVERSEAS 
DEPARTMENTS ARE HERE 
TO SERVE YOU — BOTH 
TRADE AND RETAIL. IF IT’S 
A MODEL IT’S OUR BUSINESS 


SEND S.A.E. FOR 

CATALOGUE LIST 

Some of the brands 

are listed below. 

Buckingham Pewter 

Revell/ltaiaerei 

HincWifle 

Monogram 

Formaplane 

Historex 

Tamiya 

Airfix 

Heller 

Badger 

ESCI 

Gakken 

Novo 

Humbrol 

X-acto 

Stadden 

Airmodel 

Frog 

Riko 

Pocher 

AMT 

K P 


All at £1.50 
NICHIMO 1/35 scale 

Centurian Mk 10 motorised 
AMX 13 

REVELL (14%" long) 

Eastern Lines Tn-star 

SPECIAL ITEMS 

FUJIMI 1/48 scale 

F4E Phantom 11 £1.75 

SHIPWRIGHT 

Santa Maria wood and metal kit 
£6.00 


SALE OFFER UNTIL 31st AUG 
ALL GOODS SUBJECT TO BEING UNSOLD 


Hobby and craft guide book to air-brushing by Badger, the experts. £2.00 


LIQU-A-PLATE, THE 

SPRAY 

Aluminium Plate 

Exhaust 

Gloss 

Titanium 

Sealer 

Matt 

Dark Anodic Grey 



Magnesium 

All £1.20 each 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 

“Der Adler (German text). Volume l-V. 

Each volume £6.90 

Unternehmen Barbarossa im Bild. 

(Carman text) 

Deutsche Lastensegler. (German text) 


ALMARK 

Chasseurs (A Cheval de La Garde Imperiale) 
German motor cycles of World War il 
Panzer Regiments 

Focus on No.3 German Eastern Front 


£9.95 

£1.95 


£2.25 

£2.50 

£2.50 

£1.50 


BLANDFORD 

Weapons and equipment of the 
Victorian soldier 


AIRCAM/AIRWAR 

Luftwaffe bomber units. 1939-41 
US Navy carrier air groups. Pacific 1941-45 
German fighter units. 1914-May 1917 
British fighter units. 1914-1916 
Luftwaffe night-fighter units. 1939-45 
Luftwaffe fighter units. Russia. 1941-45 


£2.25 

£2.25 

£2.25 

£2.25 

£2.25 

£2.25 


MONOGRAM 

B.25H Mitchell £4.40 

B 29 Superfortress £8.75 

Cutty Sark £3.66 

Constitution £3.66 

Frigate United States £3.66 

Dragon Shogun Warrior £2.73 

Mazinga Shogun Warrior £2.73 

Raydeen Shogun Warrior £2.73 

'53 Corvette (Metal Master) £5.51 

'56 T Bird (Metal Master) £5.51 

MG-TC (Metal Master) £5.51 

Porsche Carrera RSR (1/24) £1.62 

Capri Group II (1/24) £1.62 

’57 Chevy Hard Top (1/24) £2.18 

Chevy Sport Pick Up (1/24) £2.18 

Mercedes 450 Rally (1/24) £1.62 

Datsun Road Racer (1/24) £1.62 

66 Malibu Street Rat (1/24) £2.18 

'69 Street Camaro (1/24) £2.18 

Jeep CJ-7 Oft Road (1/24) £2.18 

Chevy Van (1/24) £2.18 

F-5E Tiger II (1/48) £2.18 

Mosqurto (1/48) £2.18 

Raider Shogun Warrior £2.73 

GA1 King Shogun Warrior £2.73 

Grandizer Shogun Warrior £2.73 

Triumph TR7 Racer (1/24) £1.62 

Porsche 924 Group 4 (1 /24) £1 .62 

Cord 812 (1/24) £2.18 

Bugatti 35B (1/24) £2.18 

Battleship Wisconsin £1.99 

Carrier Kitty Hawk £1.99 

Domier DO 172 (1/72) £1.62 

Huey Chopper (1/48) £1-34 

Boeing 747 (1/156) £1-81 

Douglas DC10 (1/144) £1.81 


POLISTIL 

Mercedes 450 SL £4.03 

Rolls Royce Silver 

Cloud III 

£4.58 

Jaguar Police 

£4.03 

Suzuki Daytona 

£4.03 

POSTAGE 

Minimum Charge 

Up to £1 

35p 

£1-£2 

60p 

£2-£3 

80p 

D-£4 

£1.00 

£4-£10 

£1.20 

£10-£15 

£1.30 

Over £15 

Free 


NEW RELEASE 
KITS 

MONOGRAM 
Sports Cars 1/24 scale 

2111 Triumph TR7 Racer £1.62 

2112 Porsche 924 Group 4 

£1.62 

Classic Cars 1/24 scale 

2233 Cord 812 £2.18 

2234 Bugatti 35 B £2.18 

Ships 

300b Battleship Wisconsin £1.99 
3007 Carrier Kittyhawk £1.99 

BANDAI 

1/16 scale Super Cars 
8024 Lotus Esprit £9.12 

1/20 scale Sports/Saloon 
Cars 

8093 Lancia Stratos £3.94 

8096 Baja Bug £3.94 

8023 Lamborghini Silhouette 

£2.73 

8019 Porsche 928 £2.73 


ENTEX 

1/350 scale Ships 
7002 Lusitania 


£17.55 


GRIP 

1/8 scale Radio Control 
series with Motors 
1301 Porsche Carrera 
RSR Turbo £47.23 

1/16 scale Motorised 
Sports Cars 

1^2 Lamborghini (^untach 
LP500 £9.26 

1/24 scale Racing Cars 
(motorised) 

438 Masserati Boomerang £2.73 
rerrari Hainoow £2.73 

NICHIMO 

1/10 scale Radio Control 
series with Motors 
RC1001 Lancia Stratos £48.15 


L& S 

1/1 scale Gun Series 
P1203 S -F W 12- 
PI 204 S + W 6V? 

HASEGAWA 
1/72 scale 
MB033 Karl with 
Munitionspanzer IV 


£5.09 

£5.09 


Special from 

Revell 

1/28 Fokker tn-plane 
1/28 Sopwith camel 
1/32 Huey helicopter 
1/35 Crusader 


£1.50 

£1.50 

£1.80 

£1.50 


GREAT NEW REVELL TRUCKS 
DESERT RAT £3.01 

SNEAKY PETE £3.01 



MOVIN’ OUT 


£9.21 


Printed in England by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester 



